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i EDUCATION'S STANDARD

The crisis in our education has deepened. No
+ aspect of our education which is now lree from

- malaise ol one sort or the other.

To start with, guardians of young ones under
“their charge are faced with hurculean problems of
finding schools to admit their children. There are
no more assurances {hat children wanting {o take
admission in schools can actually.do so despile
their being fit for admission. A place for a child in
a school in Dhaka is becoming soretlhing like a
privilege 1o be bought with money. Many schools
these days will only admit a child in the
elementary grades on paying ol a fat donation by
parents. The donation ranges {rom Taka [ive to
Taka ten thousand or even more and this,

. condition is creating financial strains for parenis

’ slruggling to meet the various educational costs of

+ their children. Nol only donation but the
complaint is rampant (hese days thal school
children need experl coaching outside schools and
colleges. In mosl cases. the expert coaches are the
leachers of these educational instilulions or-.
coaching centres run by them which mean {hat
/apart from school [ees and donalions. the hapless

guardians are_more or less compeiled to pay -

another round for the tuition of their children.
Transporlations are provided by too lew schools
and as a resull education expenses are climbing’
alarmingly all the time on account ol donations,
private tuition,coaching centres, elc. for school
and college going students. |

The point of worry is that in spile ol climbing
costs of education, the students of the present genre
are nol proving Lp be more merilorious or
dedicaled than their predecessors. -As a matler of
fact, studenis of the presenl generation who are
increasingly geiting caught up in a sort ol system
where educalion is becoming a short cul and a
commodity {o be bought and sold through a myriad
of sellish services outside the class rooms.
found to be generally superficial and occasionally
immoral in {heir studies and contrastl poorly with
past generations, All shades of concerned opinion
now tend to agree that the standard of education at
. all levels has fallen and educalion is increasingly
_ going into the hands of sell seekers and that the
! missionary type dedicated teaching. which used (o

be the hallmarks of a class of teachers in days gone

e

by. is a completely vanished ingredient in loday’s .

. crassly sell centred realms of education.

, Financial adversilies sulfered by leachers are
cited as the grounds [or their obsession with
" money making al the costs of sound teaching. But
teachers in the pasl too faced greal hardships on

account of very modest salaries and other forms of

' financial and physical deprivation. But many ol
them nevertheless' remained -steadfasl lo the

unlike (he presenlt day

" salaries and allowances but are [eeling not[
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find that they have no choice bul lo go aller .

-scoring good resulls in exchLynations.

are

cardinal ethics of their prolession completely
money snatchers
masquerading as teachers who are scandalizing
and vandalizing the calling of an olherwise]
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SN T T Tideed “seéms absurd when teachers of |
schools and coileges these days shift the blame for |
their indulging in privale leaching on non-
remunerative salaries they receive [rom their
organizations. There cannot be a worse case of | J‘-

distortion of lacts. Over the last decade, teachers.g i
have been one group of prolessionals whose
salaries and other monetary benelils marked
steady rises whereas such increases for other
professionals have been minimal. The salaries
received by teachers in government schools and
colleges lhese days are substantial and quite good
compared Lo salaries of civil servantls in other

. branches of the Slale's services, The benelils of :

increased salaries and allowances are more or less |
similarly enjoyed by private schoois and colleges |
loo since most of them are private in-name only
and are the rcg{uhn recipients of hefty government

financial grants.
Increascd salaries and benelils should have

created contentment and resumption of greater

interest in teaching in schools away [rom privale !
teaching. But hardly anywhere this expectation |
was lulfilled. In most cases, teachers are happily.;
pockeling the extra money in the form of higher|

obligated al all that they have a moral and
prolessional duty lo correspondingly earn this
additional money through more dedicated
{eaching at school and college class rooms. As
teachings in the class rooms of
educational institutions nowadays are ol little or*
no help to students because of the shallow and poor
quality of such teaching. The students practically
expensive teaching assistances oflfered nutside the .
premises of their educational institutions in order |
to be able io hope even ol passing nol to think of

. Our query is why we cannol rely on the
standard ol instruction actually imparted in the
class rooms cvern though teachers should now be [
sufficiently molivaied f{rom receiving ample
emoluments. The fair rules of the game anywhere
are lake as vou give. Why should our teachers be
exempl [rom observance of this basic fairmmess? !

The main problem as we see il is the lack of
accountabilily. Teachers are having their pay and
other lacilities increased aulomalically or are
getting the same done almost eflortlessly through 1
some agitation. Bul they are hardly accountable (o °
anyone (0 show what betler or greater work Lhey
are doing (o juslify these increases. It is high time
that they are made really accountable in a -

Ioolpmaf and lr..-msparem way. ’_J;’




