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Wwith Rigoberta Menchu
‘the activist from Guatemala
 the Nobel Prize for Peace for
the second. successive year
has gone to a women. Last
‘year's recipient being lhe
imporisoned Burmese
leader Aung San Suu Kyi.

sons who have so far won

honour, Menchu is only the
25th woman {o have been so
awardetl.

©a The v calegories where
fwomen hate been relatively
more successlul are peace
and literalure, Nine woman
have won the Peace prize
and seven Lileralure. Al 33,
{Menchu shares the distinc-
iion of: being one of the
youngest woman to have
been so selected ‘along with
the joinl peace prize recipi-
enl Betly Willlams. and
IMairead Corrigan of Ire-
land.

t  As early as 1905

von Suttner. had won the
i peace prize for her ardent
campaigns in then mili-
larisiic Germany and Aus-
tria‘in the late 19th Ceptury
' Countess Suftner is believed
" to have inspired Alfred No-

| Prize.
| - - Our own Mother Teresa
was awarded the Peace Prize
in- 1979 lor her work in
| providing shelter to the
destilute. the poor and the
dying. She is perhaps the
well-known woman
living to have been so
‘hanoured. |
Alva Myrdal of Sweden
received the prize in 1982,
She along with her famous
-husband Gunnar Myrdal
were the first advocales of

cally many Swedes are IH’Eﬂ
of the cradle lo grave wel-

fare.
Then after a gap of nine

years in 1991, Aung Sun
Suu Kyi was nominated and
{ cited "as one of the most ex-
{traordinary éxamples ‘of

Still of the over 625 per

the world's most prestigious -

the '
Austrian Counlees, Bertha :

“cialion of |
bel {o institute the Peace ‘

the Swedish wellare model’
it the 1930s. Today.-irono-

civil t*ﬂurage in Asia in re-

cent decades.”. -

[ appears that in select-
ing the persons for the peace
prize the-Nobel commitlee is

apparently fﬂ]]DWng a dual’

pelicy.
Some -of the numma{mns

.- have gone to' persons.iike
-Mother
recognition of their lile long

Teresa in

devolion and. selfless ser-
vice tq their cause.

. Whlle others like Aung
Sun Suu- Kyi and Rigoberia.
Menghu hav& received the

honour not only for their

past work but also in the
hope of benefits that might

accrue to the cause follow- -
ing the recmgmlmn of the

ieader
But the .success of this

policy has been mixed. -
“While the military junta

conlinues to keep Suti Kyi
imprisoned in Rangoor,
Menchu has Been allowed 1o,
relurn to Guatemala [ron
Mexico where she was in
exile for the last 10 years.
The first woman 1o have

received the Nobel Prize [orF

Lilerature' was. Selma

~ Lagerlof of Sweden in 1909,

she was selected in appre-
'the 'lofly ideal-

—

jism. yivid imagination, and
‘spiritlual perception thal

 characterised -her wrilings.”

Her tilles include Gosla
Berling's- Saga and The
Wonderful Adxenlures of
Nils. ‘ *

Pearl Buck ﬂf USA was

the recipient of the litera-
(ure prize in 1938, -She is
probably one of ithe betler
knowh ‘woman writers even

The lates! woman -author

now. .

to.recetvedhe Nobel Prize i,

Literature is Nadine Gordi
mar of South Africa. She 'is
the 1991 winner. '

One of the earliest win-.

ner in the sclences was. the
legendary Marie Curie. She
shared her prire in physics
with her husband. Pierre, in
1903. Eight years lAler
Madam Curie made history
by winning the honour in

~chemistry ‘as well. Till date

she is the only woman to
have -achieved this rare
double.

Quarter of a nentury-

later, Irene Joliot-Curie fol-
lawed the family tradition
“and shared with .her hus-
« band, Frederic. the 1935
Nobel Prize for Chemistry.
‘M'me Curle dtd nut lwe t:::
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Honour roll of Nobel women

see {he achievemenis of her
progeny. She had died a year
ago due lo years of exposure

to radioaclivity during her
‘research,. ~~

What mg-ide all these

" women scale such hei ghis!

Many were lmfmg wife,
doting mother, women who
were devoted to lheir fami-
lies.” When Rﬂsalvn Yalow,
won her prize, a newspaper
heaclline vead:
she cleans. she wms the N{)-
bel prize. £

Others have consciously: 1
chosen nol to marry. Rita:

Levi-Monlalcini chose to
science, saymg "1

do science . and

th

nm ln

IAarry.

While some aym;bathisecl
with the feminist imove-
menl, others had opled for a
much wier agenda. These

women were a very. diverse

lot.
What they share with all

1he other Nobel laureates is”

their unfliching commit-
menl to their cause. In Lheir
search for excellance these
pioneers are conlinously
expanding the horizone of
human endeavours. BM -
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"She ‘cooks,




