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The origins of education are
rooted in prehistoric days. When
pcoyle lived In groups as hunters

: or food gatherers, educalion was
primarily vocational. Children

were taught the. arts of . survival]

and teachers were presumably
. parents and other members of the
" family. It may be assumed that in

L\Lhnsc ddys efficiency in education

' was & maticr of life and dcath, as

* those unable to leam the arts of
sun*wa} did not survive.

t . In thc earliest periods of
tecorded history, religion appears
lo have played a leading role in

/ education. There is evidence that
writing was dcveloped to record
. religius texts. The holy Bible, the

" Hindu Vedas. and Upamshads.

were transmitted orally for
-Imany—centuries before being

. wrilten down, as was Greek cias-

sical literature.
In modemn times, rcligion has

had considerable influence on ed-

* ucation in developing countrics.

.ential for a millenium over an
. grea extending from Indonesia to
,\: West Alfrica.

Chun:h has p]ayed a-icadmg Tole

» countries. Indian education owes

taught the Sanskrit scriptures. The

until the 20th century, the main
source of education for the com-
- mon ‘people there.-

" The concept of free compul-....
sory education originated in Eu-

rnpe and Nur:h America but was
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Quranic schools were most influ-

. The? Chnsuan'
in “¢ducational G livitied i itdny
much to the Hindu gurus who

' Buddhist Wats of Thailand were,

CHITTAGONG Prof Hdmlda Banu ‘giving away pmcq Lo
winners ‘of ‘the indoor games competition of Shamsunnahar:
Hall of Chittagong University rccemly The compcuuon was

.orgamsed hy 1he hall students

nnl mdcly prnmmcd tntil the
19th century. It is thus of recent
' onigin.

In India, the concepl nl' edu-
cation is as old as 150{] B.C.
when Vedic Aryans prescribed a
fairly long [
all “chilldred*iHreugh “réligiohs
'practige. Edycation s nf boyssand
girls began in aboul the eighth -
yeéar, when they were introduced
into homes of their gurus where
they studied . for cight to sixtcen
years. The Curriculum included
not only religious teachings, but
“also all branches of knowledge as
they were then known.

Wll.h the advent of thc Muslim

period in the 9th century new sys-

tems of education were. brought to
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lhe suhcunlmcnl -The: Maklab I

- which corresponded to the Hindu 4
- elementary school! was generally |

attached to Mosques and was de-

. signed to teach boys and-girls.

how 1o rcad_and write. Emphasis

was placed on reading’ thc hnly
| Qﬁ%’rm "The Madlfasiia, 'which'
coTFespo ponded to the Hindu st -
‘uons for higher education! pre-
" pared a highly educated group of
men 1o be priests, judges, doc-
- tors, or members of mher profcs- ¢
.sions, . T
“British rulers were-the first to .
involve the government in abig
way with education.in' the sub-
- continent. However, debate arose.

over the medium of educatior
. Should it be English, classical In-.
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dian Ianguagcs or vernacular lan.
guages spoken by common peo-

ple? A system of English educa-

tion was adopted and enclliraged
by the govemment. Meanwhile,
the Christian missionary mové-
ment, whose goal was to reach as

many people as possible, began

printing books in the vernacular
' languages.

The - government, following
some proposals made 1in 1854, at-
tempted to create in India a com-

chensive system of education
rom the pr
level .
cducalmn A each of the Indian
Prcmdenmes instituted universi-
f Presxd{:ncy towns, gave
atiention to - vernacular
ois for both secondary am:l

il educationy . _

primaty to-the university
1t sct up departments of -
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