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Education for all

hird World

DHAKA, Dec. 9: (BSS): President_ Husssa

'The President expressed his

- note of optimism that the in-
_ ternational community and the

United ‘Nations .system ° were
~coming forth, resolute and de-
termined to help eliminate iHi-
teracy and spread basic educa-
tion all over the world -~

If this international commite
ment could be implemented,
-our world might enter the 2ist
century with confidence and
pride, President Ershad

for All, Wadi D, Haddad, and

Director of Bureau of the Co-

ordination of Operational Acti-

- vities of the UNESCO"™ Head-

L)

Siid‘;,"

while inaugurating * the three-

day South and Central ‘Asia

L]

Conference on Education for i

. all which began here today. -

The Dhaka conference is gne
of the nine regional donferenc-

s being organised worldwide
- as’ preparations for the world

conference on education, to be

h!éld in“I‘Iia_ils_,ﬁd in early March
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- we===i"" President Ershad said, “fhe
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coming . century may be one of.

‘‘‘‘‘

' prosperity .in that order, With-

out learning there is usually no
istice,  Where “ignorance do-
minates, injustice ruleg and

ignorance dominates, prosperity

tant dreams”,-

" Held at the International Con-
ference Centre, (ICC), the ina-

} iiniversal ‘education, Justice -and

injustice rules because r

- and progress only remain. dis- -

ugural session was also addres~ -

- sed by Minlster for Education

Sheikh Shahidul Islam, who
presided, Secretary Minisiry of
Education Hedayet Ahmed, Di-
rector of Programmes Division,
UNICEF New York, Dr Nyi Nyi

f

quarters, Paris, Akihiro Chiba,
 The world conference will be
organised by the. Inter-Apency
Commission.of the .United Na-
tions Development Programme
(UNDP) UNICEF,
and the .World Bank

The Dhaka conference has
been sponsored by Asian Deve-
~ Bank in conjuction

......

a

o
-

with '_the " 'I‘nter-A.géncy *ﬂdm-h i}

mission. _. ‘

Vice-President Moudud Ah-
med, Prime Minister Kagi Zafar
Ahmed, ministers, senior offi-

cials, ‘planners, eminent acade-
-micians, delegates of the parti-
cipating countries and members
- of the diplomatic mission ate

tended . the inaugural session,

President Ershad said at-
‘tempts- were being made in
Bangladesh - for a pragmatic
- Con'd on pige ¢ =2, 3

¥

~recutive Secretary of - Inter=™ " . ¢

BEACY.
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* "The President said it

‘the ‘President said, the

mix of the - conventional with .

the innovative . of the formal
with the non-formal education
approaches toward achieves
ment of literacy and basic edys

 cation, : :

We are trying to marshz.all;tha

. resources of the entire society

—sovernment and non-govern-
ment—io spread literacy and
education, he said S
was
not only the developing coun=

their educational systems with
a4 renewal  sense of urgency,

- tries which were now- reviewing

but the industrially and ‘t o

nologically advanced nations

indeed. a matter of great cop- -
cern for us all that a . billion . .

people in the world cannot

~read or .write apd almost g

hundred ' milliop ‘children have
no chance of schooling and
their numbers were .Increasing
everyday. . |
In Bangladesh alone, he said,
two thirds of the children who

.should be in school work’ in

the fields, - or roam in city

- streets - - most of them live in

- abject poverty, - '

The ruthless disparity . bet-
Ween knowledge and ignorance,
skili :
our very . homes was an yr-

were also re-appraising  their . fzg; :e“}i:lf:rl. t tﬂa I;Staf veﬂ:;
- + E}vh f'- "_ {j‘ \ IETC GE g
pnhpl..s in the light of dimini © door step, ke said | o

shing natural Iesources, up-
controlled  ircflatian, mounting
unaﬁplomwt and large spend-
ing in arms race. Meanwhile,

advanced and developing coiin-
tries .were looking for a neiy
and equitable international eco=

. DOmic order,

President’ Ershad said we of
the South and Central Asian
region are enthusiastic: partici-
panis in the renewed globa]
concern. for ensuring education
for all, “We reassert in union
with the economically and tech-

~ nologically advanced nations of

our world that everyone has 3
right to education,” he added.

The President noted that with
the help of the Rich and pros-

. F
less'

DErous nation we could mobi- -

lise the resources of an entire
world ‘to ‘ensure literacy and

 basic, education for all in our

. encouraged__.- 3 - _ -
.- The percentage  of  fernale

‘been raised and

In -this' comnection, the Pre. -

sident referred to the formas
tion .of Pathakali Trust in

Banglades_hf which is dedicated
to the education and develop-

ment of under-privileged work. .

ing children,
.t' In addition
access

On  to increasing
to primary education

through public school system, .

Presir]ent‘Ershad said, greater
enrolment. of girls was’

primary- school teachers has

efforte are
made to extensively involve
cominunities in support of-

eXisting schools at the prima-

ry level, .
President Ershad referred to
the declaration of 1990 by South
Asian Association of Regional
Caoperation . (BAARC) as ‘year

and inadequacy aroupd -

. The Presicent “said ¥ Bang!a-
desh was also taking ‘necessa.

TY measures to honour and
fulfil the objectives of the in-.

termational literaf:y;year_ - - 1990

He expressed his satisfaction .
international orga. |
nisations like UNDP;UNESCO, ™
UNICEF and the World Bank-

that the

had decided to jointly_ launch
a worldwide education injtia.
‘tive to meet the basic learn-
Ing needs of both children and
adults and explore realistit
means to. rapidly -f"éxt_ehd ih_g
COvérage and quality of basic

- educational services,

President Erslﬁd | saﬁd the

South and Central Agia Regio-

nal Conference on Education
for. all, 1ast AmMong nine pre.

paratory regional conferences *

brior to the world conference
in Thailand nexi March, had

provided us an apportunity to
bpng ourselves together, pool
Our resoutces - and share our

. eXperiences  with those  of
.other countries L _
Addressing the conference,

Edveotion Minister Sheikh

Shahidul Islam noted . illitera- -
€Y as a crucial factor for the
-€ver widening differénces bet-

Weell _dg?gl_m afd  develnn.

. IDg countries since the prob-

lem  was peculiar ‘to.‘the de
veloping mations “Education
is. the- basic himan -vight”  he
said, adding that feebje - and

isolated efforts were '_made_éfh

the past to see vast _mualtitude

‘ : A attain this right. withiliitlé¥or
-t - . g of ﬂ;lE girlds child’ and said no headmy -mﬂaeitmﬂrds .
countries during own life time,  ¢his " fus special significance  thay direction.. ~aeds -
Ly, ' "N _ B :
-2 9. L. e_ e N & . _ . S




