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.But:ah schuulchlidtep are
totally lost when it comes to
Tirnm_:

. "mvestigation has revcalbd

" h‘ﬂ\"h

" Just

nirwe el

More than a Quarter of 11
year-olds cannot “find America
ov Russia on the globe;
same proportion make a faux
pas oveéd France. Cne . in six

madly that they cannot
wdentify the United )
Almost half aie tnable {0

pinpoint the Pacific Ocean, the
- world's

water which occupies a third

jargest expanse s of

m the planct's surface.

“Feower Enow whete on carth,_ 4

South Africs or ‘Italy are, while
only one in threc cah locate
West Gennan}f or Sweden
one in five, recognises
Central America, and the same
‘applies to Mezico and the |

samie applics to Mexico and

the Gulf, :
~ By thetime. pumls reach 16,

in 10 remain .
the

three
adrift in their search Enr

- Pacific. .
While alt but 2 per cent ﬂf_

Fourthformers have - discovered

. the - whereabouts of -~ the UK, "
the native eountries of Mikhail

Gerbachey and George  Buch,

. with & - combined mpulalmn
. of wore than 500m, remain @
\ mystery: for up to one in 12 of |

their classmates.
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difappmmmg Bécause
“vey was  condubted last team

the

lost. their bearings .so
even .
Kingdomt.

" ernment fears -that

| 2.4

r-r.lul"--llli'

The same pmpurtmn ‘would . sory under. the new
- stift fail. 10 point you. im the .

right -divection for France and
Jhalf are ignorant ahﬂut the
location of - the Gulf..

-The results are pa:tkulmly
thé sufs

when - blasnost, - the "Channe!
tunsiel and ..hr: aftermath- of

the Gulf War were-regularly in

the headiines.

eographic gaffes
‘ofa lost generatlon

"-

‘tion Minister, said:

< rriculum in 1991

Angela Rumbold. -the cdut:a
“This will
rnot be a committee made . up
just of “academics. It will Have
people who will bring practl-
cal applications to bear.”

Experts were told 1o srresa’

' Rriowledge ahout the environ-

The findings Lh;:‘.llrlhl':d Sherla '

Lawlor, depuly director of the
Lentrr, fur Puhu::v btamﬂs the

- by Greg Hadfield

Conscrvetive, thinktank,
criciciscit progressive teachers
for cencentrating on socologi:
cal” theorie, at ahe expense of
hard facts. “You would eX-
pect all children by the age of
.18 10 have a basic Enowledge
" of majfor - cities, . towns
geugraphmal-*featumm They

£when: mumﬂlhan half drop _Ethﬂ,, sKoild’ knﬁw the ‘coantrics of
o subfect,cone in four have still -

. noi“found Japan and. South,
. Africa;

the -EEC, iltheir "Eo‘bulatmm
and charactﬂrlstics thé sort
of things that were taken for
granted 20 vears ﬁgo

Many employers: hate g‘iveu

and

who

ment and the economic impot-
rance of geography. Pupils will..
alto be required io learn hoW
to use miaps, statistics, satel

lite pbotographs and cnmput&r '

technolngy.

Rumbold wants to restore
gecpraphy as a subject in its
awn' right. “H- has pust
under the ganeral label uf
of humanities in receit years,

" she said,

up cxpeclmg schﬂul-lea'mrﬁ to.
have even an clﬂmentary grasp |
of geography. “Their ignorance

is: appalling.” zaid Keith Muk
lineux, of the . Asscciation  of
British Travel Againing 2,000
teenagers -on YTS schemes:

. He said: ‘”Lake Windermere
,15 often put in.  Northern Ire-

ing. bricks. You cant mae -
sense of the rest i you don't

— land, Sweden ﬂl” Switzeriand. -

l'hmr are quite Knowledgeable

 about the crops of rljl and -the
- Jocation of cealfiglds-in. Nerth -
] .;Amem:a, bitt wheh it comes 10

being able to put. Rome on a

map of Eubope, forget it.”

The findings reinforce god-

are missing out on vital Know-
Jelge. On Tuesday. by Ken-

 ticth Baker, the education sec

retary, will appoint an eight-

member commitice to help put
- geegraphy back on the map m‘

schiouls.
It was
-what gl pupils should: Know

children-

" ter Roval
"school renowned for 115 culti-
‘vation® of geofraphy. ‘

orde red tu Speciry -

at seven, 1f, 14 and 18 When.
the subject - becomes - compul-

The survey was conducted.,

for The Sunday Times by Rex
‘Walford, a leading member of .
"the pew governmet
and a lecturer in ﬁeography
and gedacatmn at. Cambrldge
-"Unwerﬂ:ty It mve-red a repre- -
. sentative sample of 406 pupils -
in 1¢ schools; |
"~ Walford,

Com mitee

Wal chairman of the
Council of British Geography,

- @Xpress¢d concern about gaps .

in basic knowledge exposed by

the survey, 'and called for a
of classroom -

“pational audit” .
standards “If vou don't de-
liver the fundamentals, you
tose. some of the basic build-

have these, whatever other am-
biticus- goals s‘chm:ils may
have,” he said.

The st andards 1o be iet by

the committee ‘'on the national
curriculum can be gauged by

the questions used in the- Geo-
. graphical Association’s  annual

quiz competition for schools,

Tap performers.over the years ,

uatiﬂna],--

lost -

have becn bovs from Colches-

Grammar,

The schocol's head, of geog-
raphy, Grabam Mas‘ien said it
waé possible to communicate

basic facis as well as cultivat-
:ng absivact ai-.u!ls “We iry /i
rmx. the twu
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