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" The -Chanti;;ians’_-' Trophy Hoc-
key Teurnament which - ended

in the Netherlands -last month

-'ﬁrnduced- further evidence that

the world hockey is slipping
£ast from ithe grip of iwo sub-

By ;P«Qis--:i;ll'—MoU_la N

khe winners.. were Britain in-

has -only oncé been -uutsiﬁ'e_ the .
 Indo-Pak .subcontinent, It was.

2t the Antwerp *Olympics that

. 1920, There was-no hockey:con-

continental gianis of the game.
pakistan lost six of their seven

matches and fnished” last but
one, above Soviet Union -in the
eicht-nation tournament, India

even could not get a ‘chance to _ _
-+ the hockey gold ‘medal by de=

play in the tournament.

Both the wizards — India and

pakistan — who dominated the
world hockey scene for the last
six decades, surprisingly have
,fared no. better over the course
-of the past year or S0.. They
have , been
‘their pupils as ‘nelther of them

overpowered -by

reached the semis of the last .

World Cup. Hockey. " -
Pakistan - conceptualised ihe

‘World Cup Hockey by present-

ing a trophy to the Federation . -

International de Hockey (FiH)

4n March 1971, They became

4riymphant no less than three .

times — in 1971 at Barcelona, in

11978 at Buenos Aires and in -

1982 at Borohay.

India won the Cup at'Kualé.' :

Lumipur in 1975 and lost to Hol-

land in final at Amsterdam io.

1973, However, - since the hara
rowing Montreal Olympics out-
iing. on synthetic:  turf, Indian

test in the 192% Paris Olympica.

showing  promise

amie -Hockey Tournamenis, e e e T, &
Olympic ‘Hockey D= - play which?istbecoming com- -

mon place on'it, b added. |

- the” domination

__Inﬂia_gut-_mi top .of the world

hockey ladder in 1928 at Amse

‘terdam. Olympics. and retained
'the suprenzacy unbroken for 34
years - till 1960, ‘At:the Rom6 .
Olympics in 1960, Pakistan took

- feating India:in the final match
by a solitary- goal, blazing the

hockey world as the new star,

1t was of course, the British-
ers who introduced the game of
hockey in undivided India, Buk
it was an irony of fate that after
* in earlier

the - Britons, -are - also
away. - o

fading

past. Now it is erystal clear -that

but because a dozen of Euro-
pean  countries with their tough

play in the synthetic turf have.
. magnificently - improved in the

~ technigue of the game.

thockey has been 1anguishing at

ithe boftom of a slippery slope.
< Ag hosts they finished fifth 10 .
"Bombay - and . were soundly

+hrashed at Buenos Aires to end

up- in sixth place. In ‘the last

World Cup Hockey, Pakistal
were -ptaced 11th and India 12th°

in the 12-pation tournament, .
I seems that hockey, both

in India. and Pakistan, is unders

going @& - period of transition.

' Both india and Pakistan wers
" the masters of hockey till the

introductionr gf the artificial as-
tmturfgpnl;;grﬁs;’superturt sur-

_ faces conducive to faster,.scien-

tific hockey demanding supstrad

physical fitness, ._
Lver since hockey enlered ihe

prestigious Qlyrepic. Games in |
1920, the coveted gold medal

-

E current

|

%-

| Yian geam
- in the last

fhe last World Cup ‘Hockey

has exposed - the Tiida-Pak. boc-

Xey  weakness. The Asian hoc-
- key progress-report makes- apal-
ling - reading. - Both India and .
. Pakistan played fiye prelimin-
‘ary ‘miatches in different. groups

and respectively ‘lost three arm
four times, I

' -

. At ‘the lasf__AéEa;l Games at
Seoul Indiz Jost just to Pakis-

_pre‘veri, all that was-in- the

“of the world".
hockey by’ the subcontinental
gianfs is an old story, not 'btz-* )
cause ‘the standard of play in
. these countries has gone, down
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certainly hope toswin 2 medal

in Seouf”, ke sad. - . .
- The Dutch side; . who finish-

- ed second -afteran . exciting

9.7 win over Australia, have

“te-emerged as a hockey power

infter  disappointing - seventh’

_place . at the ‘World ;Cup Hoc~
Key . TnEw o

. The Pakistan:team coach,

Zakauddin ™ said; g The plastic
surface hag ‘been¥a problem to
us and it is<onezofsthe - reg-

‘sons.we have~ béﬂmfmed bad-
‘ty here. The'*game-is much

. - ) .
ANt ﬁ*‘ . . .
- — -0 - .
L s i .

‘quicker on plastic.and  we
‘have got to adaptito’the hard-,

Cup last Octoberiand we are,
- still doing s0_butsI believe we
have the hasis~of:a side to: - .
take to the - Obympies” fe |

tackling ‘Eurcpean . midfield

S SRR

Zakanddin-said;that the Pa~
 kistanis..reached.a low point
.at the tournament:but all was -

not lost for theiriOlympic de~’ N
fence. “‘We.haveibeen  rehuil- -

ding’ our team’ since ‘the World

- pdded.

.

It is really himiliating to .

watch champions.and masters.

of yore, India- and Pakistan
locked :in:/batile for the
crumbs, the™11th™"and 12th po-
Sifiohs, In- the playoffs, India

~ Tost yet againjtoiNew Zealand

and. ‘Canada. zThis” means that

“they do mot .qualify for. the

tsn, whilé they in turn. went -

down to Malaysia and ultima-:
ttely

hockey, the South Koreans.

" Of the 15 Olympics titles;

the . Asian giants have bageed
71, "Tndian heve won “eirht
times and Pakistan whp are
cutrent -Olympic champions,
have taken the crowns' thrice.

-80 where does the Indo-Pak
" hockey go from here? L

Klaus Kleiter, the coach of
the xworld .champions,  Austra~

to_mew champions the
‘heatherto unknown fo world -

next World Cup- or the Olym-
pics Hockey ~tournaments.

- . b e . ' k

Pakistan - automatically qua-

Jlifies for 2 place. in the main

draw of. thesSeoul Olympics
B ite right.ofsheing title de”

- fenders. Indiarwill now - have

‘o cross - sabres:with the likes

. #f th. Tiwig; Pakistan, Argens

tina and:Polandtin the global-

‘place in theTOlympics as also
the World Cup:Hockey.

1

LatY

which finished..third...

‘month’s Cham- . in ” future. Thelineed for *hard

« piony Trophy Hockey behind .

: ltherla]'lds, B
- .ebout their. - Olympic chances
)i next year. ““This.-
| tournament has been a good
_ipreparation _for_us and = w

West Germany. and the Ne-
were confident

in -Seoul

I
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Both ‘India:¥and. Pakistan

tmust, take Lit 'seriously . if - they |

e o o :
twant- to:keep jtheirgflags fving i

in the World Cepiand Olyrapics

training .-programme & more ar |

b i o B 'HTE:"-:“ : ..if?.!-_;;',- oL -
iificial - turfs¥ofjthe polygrass
wariety - a_;_’éj rof gparamount m--

'F%h;r"‘ HE

portance 7z Hockey, once -~ the

pround *Unconquered  preserve

O e R B il ,-mh; )
of ‘the subconfitient should not

M= -p

be allowed ToREnguish. |
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