i ences from the outside world is brought -

- would analyse the situalion blame, among
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,Natlonal culture\\

Heads of different colieges and mad-
“rashas . -attending a fifteen-day training

~course on “‘educational administration and

~ management” have recently been reminded .

" of their responsibilities” in upholding our

' national culture and education. If culture-

| as sages say, is the light emitted by edu-
cation and: knowledge, those at lhe helm

cnf affairs have a truly dtfﬁcult lask to

" accomplish. -

1. Young though ‘we maj,r be  as a
| nation, our cultural roots go back. in
i history so ancient that few remember how

. or from where certain traditions’ have
' come to be part of our cultural heritage,

Ours isa predominantly folk culture ad-"

"hered to by the majority, on which infly-

in by on]y a handful of people at the upper
: stratum “of -society. . It is at this ]unclion
that educationists, mtellectuals and -opi-
nion-makers have to exercise their wisjom
m makmg a conscious choics. -

- In this twentneth-century computer
age it would not do to- be insular, bat
peither would it be wise to allow the indis-

criminate .infiltration of "alien attitudes

and ideas for which Ban>ladesh is psycho-

logically ‘not ready. The contention of .

the older generation is that there is an ob-
.vious erosion of traditioni! values io Ban-
-gladeshi society, that honesty, integrity, .
~respect for people and love of the land
no. longer sway our.minds. Taose who

«other things, the negative influence of

~media entertainment, the low standard of .-

-education prevailing in the country. -On
most counts the complainants are partly
 right.

- Thanks to our poor ‘educational stan-.

dards, our .degree-doling ' institutions
manage to produce mindless graduates

, who are easily drawn to the d'sease of

'blind consumerisim. With the video-boom,
‘all kinds of cheap and shoddy-shows are
‘available to whet the basest appetites,
and encourage violence and crimes.. The

remotest Bangladeshl village we are told

bls not safe t'rcm‘l She.-video-businessmen

d
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who make fottunes through ‘pernozraphic
films, polluting the minds. of the viewers,

and giving them an unjust  idea about the.'_.

sac:al and sexual éthics of the west

It is unfortunate that the good things
in “alien” cultures are thus uawittingly

screened out while the scum is allowed to -
influence the enternmment-hungry p:ople.

Among  the grave consequences of such
insidious mﬂuence is psychelogical diso-

; Tien{ation, sp:rllua! degradation, -and. .

I .double standards io socm retigious actlw- _

fies.

| The pation’s leaders .mus!:_ weigh the
y evils  which apparently innocuous video-

. shows ¢an propagate In order to bequeath

a healthy cultural heritage—to future Ban- -
oladeshis we must begin pbow to protect

the minds of the present generation by

assiduonsly screening’ all eotry of films |
-and pub!:eal:on‘s and permntmg Only;.__-;.
.those that would enhance quality of hl'e
EI‘Ecivtmsa.l;n-:»n,. in this; must provide the

PStiensth to choose, aod dlscafd Olltblde

sheng
influen f; (whiley preser;ﬁm
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