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By M. M. Firoze Ahmed

:Archeeeleglsts have discov- "

{ ered an efficient, water supply

network in the Lalbagh Fort

| They believe t{hat bullock-

driven Persian wheels were-
nsed to pump water for sup= -

ply in the fnrt f
| & 185 feet long end eigh

feet wide fountain has been

e¢Xcavated out in the fort re- -
“cently, The fountain = ‘served
1 a5 a water line towards a cen~

tral water reservoir Its sure

| face * is made up of water-

tight lime-surki, .
Excavations carried out on

-the souyth-western side of the

fort also unearthed a row of
four rooms belicved io have
been once used as = ynder-

| ground arms depots.

10 BRASS PIPES
Water was pumped also

through another pipe running
five feei below the siyrface ef- '
| the fountain, Ten brass pipes
were _fitted with that pipe .
{ and- the former unes I'uneheri-

wifieg. 4 MAY. 1967 -

w", b m,,’; con ome

- ed as forays — under pressure
“of water

A senior 6fficial of the De-

*partment of Archaeology said-

that they -believed that water

~ was first lifted to an overhead

lank from river Buriganga.

‘However it was also not un-
Tikely that water was lifted-
- from some big wells within

the boundary of the fort.

Excavation is still* going on
- {o find out the exact source
, of water and to- gather con-~
_ crete proof of the yse ef Per- e
* sian wheels. - ‘

Mr Habibur Rehmen | .'Rﬂ

-, pional Director of Archazology |

Department, told this corres-

- pondent that excavation was
started in January this year.
. "It could not begin earlier due
. to fund constraint. The work
~however, would eentmue till

fhe onset of menseen ha2 said.
FOUNTMM

The tountain is leeated neer' -

the surface of the earthen
ranipart _covering nedrly the
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_albagh Fort had efficient

- water supply network:

full Iength ef the ‘southern
~ side of the fort. Its design in-’
“ dicates that the" Mughal.e
. .themselves built it
- It the hypetheels ,l.;{prevee
true, the popular.. netien*thet |
Brmehers had huriedlthe fime-
portant section’ of {the fort
‘would no longer:hold E’-’geed |
Mavbe tha Mughals' did - the
-earth work in the -fort for
both a better defence:and an
architectural beauty arehee-
ologists said, | L
h COINS FOUHD :
. The measurement’ of the f
rooms could . not be’readily
ascertained. Exeavetorﬂe_f feund
.only some coins . eentemmg .
illegible writings, .. Thefcoins .
will be ‘treated. with -chemi- !
¢als so as {0 make’ fwrltmge
. legible. The rooms had pueea
floors,
Director of Arehaeelegy De
qDartment Dr A KM: Shemend'
Alam told this eerresmndent
that the fountain “would be
reneveted when :rr!':':eeee'r-}*=
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Lalbag h Fort
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!. fund, would be evellable *‘*HEF
said that the feuntamg‘at ‘a
-height . of 12 feet -from eﬂlE
: gerden plain would igive & .

F new look to the eentunee--
old fort, -

- The Lalbagh Fort was een-
etrueted by Prince Muham-
‘mad Azam the fhirq soniof
Emperor Aurangzeb —" be-
“tween July 1678 - and October
1679. Nawabh Shaista Xhan
 81s0-had done' some pew ¢on-
struction works. inside the -
! fort before ebandenmg it _due
to the sydden “death ‘of ;her
favourite daughter 'Bibi :Pari
who was betrothed "tg: Prmee
Azam. - . He eene:tdered the
death as ominous. 2 "

The "fort , heving defenee t
t walls on all sides has a beau
tifu) Mosque’ inside it 'There
"is a megmﬁcent tomb on Bibi

BLE R |

i Pari’s grave Besides thereiis

i

hall of- audience
audlence 18 nnw used as a
| mini erehaeelegica] museum,”

TT]E gHtES walls a
nd -
structures erf _ other

hemmam {(buth reem} angd a
e. The hall of

the fort wére re- _

. Novated about g decade - ago,*
1 - u
4 A beaiitiful garden in the epin
# Space of the fort now adds’ te*
1 its beauty ang attraete theu"'#
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