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Once outstanding as-a ool
ball player, "the cadet had

sustained a severe injury im’

his ¢econd year. Because of
his damaged knee, the ques-
tion of reccommending him

 for a commission hung in t{he

balance when he , graduated
from the "U.S. Military Aca-
demy at West Point, Luckily,
Wost Point had a comman-

dant who did not consider -

arthritis of the knee a seri-
ous handicap for an officer of
the U.S, army as long as he
did not suffer from arthri‘gis

- of the brain,

The cadet was Dwight D.

Eisenhower. Commissioned in

1915, he was a major for 16
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" Indian and Pakistan armies .
at partition of the subcon«
tinent in 1947, The Pakistan
Military Academy was es_&ab-
jished in 1949, ' .

Candidates are sélected for
admission to an - Armed
Forces’ Academy through a

-+ comprehensive selection pros
cess involving many elabop

. Tate tests designed to assess
their physical fitness, mental |
abilities, educational adegquacy ' }.
and personality traits, Chur- @
chill failed three {imes {o
pass into Sandhurst though -
he eventually passed out 8th °
in a class of 150. In Bangla- -
desh as in Pakistan, a8 candl- -
date, rejected twice by the -

-B;ngl'a'désﬂ_havy, cadets and
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Sandhurst had been to pub-

\ years when. the war broke

- out, His rise to  fame was

.:.
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meteoric: from- a licutenant
colonel in 1941 he Dbecams
Supreme Commander of the
Allied Expeditionary Forces
in 1943
general in 1945, |

In England & commissiold,
was once brought and sold.
and the officer, often a young
seion of the aristocracy.

bers of the Royalty, includinz
some. future kings of Britain.

. usually served' for a periocd

with the navy, which has if
Royal Navy College at Dart-

" mouth which I chanced 1o
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visit -in . 1960, °

West Point was founded inT

1802, and the Royal Military
Academy Sandhurst in 181
Sandhurst has trained ar im-

pressive number of visitors

from abroad.  King Hussein

of Jordan, Field Marshal
| Avub Khan as well as, | think,

President Iskander Mirza of

ok
¥

'
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1 The.heroic role of the RAYs

i in the Battle of Britain has

Pakistan, India’s first C-in-C.
- Cariappa and several others °
" of the

Indian Army and
General Gowon of Nigeria
were all commissioned from
‘Sandhurst., |

“The Air . Furce; 5; young

service, came in much later.

small. band of brave officers

been immortalised in the
famous words of Winston
Chyrchill ;

. gidered for
“India,

and was a 3-star.

] scion

“Never in -the- . to enable those

field of human conflict was
.80 much owed by so many’

Selection Board,-is not ‘cons
admission,

Service :
candidates for entry to the
Indian Military Academy at

Dehra Dun. N
" Regular Army cadets at

Bhatiary near . Chittagong,

-where, the Bangladesh Mili-

tary Academy- is gitue_}ted.
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In -England a conmission

' was once bought and sold and

the officer, often & jl'nupg
ot the aristocracy
brought his ewn herse and

-Funifurm to his ;"eghnent-.'

ﬁ- -

stay for two years, roughly
half - of which is
training and - half purely
atademic, based on - the
BA/BSC syllabus of the
Universtty of

BMA are both commissioned
as
awarded BA or BSC degrees
depending on ‘their subjects
of study. .
- The system of
academic degrees was intro-

‘awarding

duced at the Pakistan Mili- -

tary Academy ii1§the mid-
fifties in order to improve
academic standards as -jalso
who may
leave the army to seek suita-
ble civilian employment., At
this distance of tiine I do not
remember the exact year as
1 am writing from memory

In
the Federal Public -

Commission selects -,

Academy (BNA) Chittagong -

- nical service whose
.~ -must have a good .grounding
in science subjects to keep

brought his own horse and ; === : _ -
uniform to his regiment, Mem"

mﬂltarya :

f Chittagong.
Those who graduate from the

second lieutenants and. | Prepare

on successful = completion of
which they are commissioned
as Sub Lieutenants and award-
ed BSC degrees of Chitta-
gong Unlversity.

" The Navy is a highly tech-

officers

midshipmen of Executive and -

-

pace with the rapld advance

- in technology. Cadets of the
. Mechanical,
- Naval grchitecture branches

‘'of the Navy, after six months*

Electrical and

basic service training at the

. BNA, join the BUET for #
- years {o study for a degree

in engineering. Successful
candidates are commissioned

‘as Sub Lieutenants and also

receive 8 BSC BE degree.

Air Force cadets ‘recelve
their professional - and' aca-
demic- fraining at the BAF

Academy; Matiur Rahman -

Base, Jessore for a period of
2% - years during which they
for a Bachelor’s

Degree in science of Raje

shahi University and com~'.
. plete the basic. training In

flying,,

For entry to the academies
the minimum educational qua-
lification prescribed is H.S.C.
or Senior cambridge.. The
academjes Hhave also. dir-
ect entry - graduates like
cngineers, who receive a few
weeks' basie

- schools - like Ghn:ﬁgha!i, Alt-

lic school and one out of

‘Supply branches attend a  every eight had been -to-
. two. and a half years' course either Efon or Wellmgtun.
the Bangladesh Naval With  democratisation  of

education and emphasis oh
an equdlity of opportunities,
only
of cadets are nowadays from
public %chools.

about forty per cent

A large proportion of cadetls .

i’ Pakistan dre from public’
e ———
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Till a few years a_m.fift'wo
out of every three cadels at
the Royal Milltary Aocademy
Sandhurst had been to pub-
lio school and one o{ﬁ@ﬂi |
.every eight had been to)
either Eton or Wellington.

chison College Lahore and
Cadet College Hasan Abdul, -
but -quitn a few come from
Somersatta and other eordi-
nary schools as well besldes °
a sprinkling of army speclals

- from Jhelum,

military and’

"in Bangladesh ‘come

The bulk of the Ea‘dets of
‘the three service academlies
from

cadet colleges (now over a -

dozen and a half in number), °
which, with their restricted
intake and smaller classes
extensive facilittes for games
and recreational  activities,

well-equipped laboratories,

“fixed hours of study and
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40 so few)
. India’'s military acaden}y,_
founded ‘during the British

days, is situated

gt Dehra

Dun, which produced most
,of the. regular officers of the

which is not always a relia-
bIE EuidE- . - :
For a commission. in. the

.
g

0
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. professional training at thelr  proper suprvision by a
respective académies before  better  paid teaching. stafl
they are commissioned. provide a much  better

out of every three cadets at
., the Royal Military Academy

- - -

Till a few years ago, two Z education, though somewhat ;
é_;reg-iménted&h than most of
our schools-can hope to do.
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2 ‘J:"llze'ﬁrst Bengali officer in
'.lumfurm that 1 came’ across
Wwas a friend who was with
csall;na class at
oUege Calcutta,
He got a first in ‘English t;:
‘his Hunours, joined tie army.
war . -and wag

me in the
Presidency

: during the

lieutenant, Saden  Sur cer-
maverick, an

tain.l;.r was a
exception’ those
Bengali,

But no so Liagat, 3 stude_ni;:

of mine at Faujdarhat, who ~
first five

wag .

i and H
'Was comunissioned into tsh%
: Alr Force and was killed in
_ @&t alr crash while on a flying
' mussion, Only a few hourg
earlier he had come to my
hotel suite at Rawalpindi ‘to
&ee me, R

- Because of the cadet ¢ol-
leges our armed forces should

‘ €xperience -no difficulty in

getting a number of candi-
dates who are disciplined,
physically fit, mentally ::tlw::*ri;I
and well-adjusted in' social
- telationships  from . . whom
they can choose. Some of the
boys would no doubt be .-
disqualified in the rigorous - .
tests and some would disqua-'\ .
lify then}selves to pursue a
Cpreer in! civilian life, But
some who eventually join the
armed forces should be as .

- good, even academically as -
the best elsewhere, o

This should apply equally
to the cadets from other col-
leges who are chosen caretul-

. l.}' and ubder 2o inte.HSf ve

:Iraiping 'flur 2°to 2% years .
uring which more .academic™ -brifg the admin;
‘ IcTe . ‘ istrati
instruction is gEqueezed In the verge of Fo]_]apge ;:: tht:i
' I

' than is normal in colleges.

Standards of ;educatibh
have steadily declined - Qver
!;he Jears. Many of oyr uni-

~ versity graduates can- hardly
be called educated, so Jittle

fﬂ tfdeystgaam from their pro- fo fight and win wars, - N
long y at colleges T - |
universitio, eges and A military  officer - cannot

the civi] sera
on the whole

who get into
vice are not

oy to eon
Ef:mmﬁii:i; th:l best among :::1131‘0?? his knnwle}igsetan::g
e, 1 only a few in’ ¥ of the sophisticated " ;
;“ig:r}: WHI'E ptgrhapﬁ bettep PONS system of the femduwde E;: .I
- ways than tho - world |
got into it in our dhy:E wio but also of the. come

They begin with i
_ a certain -
unhdoubted advantige because

;" ‘The gervice
_only the opening process of a

. 'out an officer’s career . - -

e

armed - forces ' training may

make the diffe
'vict ory rence bEtWEER,

‘and IdE&th’ for
end nations apd

- tary’s primary furrction - {1

- afford to get
wants to advance in the hiee

-plex political-milita
tion, of crisis. o ua.

academie :.-uuca't'ian' is boung
fﬂ‘ be. somewhat limited. The
initial a@vantage -5 largcly
Oliset by’ the continugys pro-

. ;ess of training that armeg -
forces officers ~~ceive jater i
Modern * warmare is  poth |
an art and ' | |
an ax @ science that has

| 0 he l.e-:}rnt and mastered by »
bainstaking effort, The gers

. Vice academy—ihe
. -BNA .

ing process of i
machine that -Erii'dstm:’njrzg "]
continuously throughout an !
officer’s career ‘No profe
iesional, - administrative op
business organisation takes
60 -much care over the geloc.
.;:11:.'111 and preparation of it
lgher_ mtinageinent - as tha
artny or the
force does. ;njavy nr-ﬂle‘ alr_i
No military o1 an |
worth the nama cgn i:}t;gg
tu neglect the training of its |
officers, Training s very im. :
poriant in the civi servlcur'f
too; an untrained civil service
_.'[_e?:ds to  inefficiency andj
Inlsmanagement that graduaur’l'

- r ‘ l‘
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- academy —
the BMA, the BNA or the

training machilne .that grinds ..
away continuvously through- |

|
and defeat survival

Individuals
thE' Illﬂi- K
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