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" Ershad announces three steps to hold fair

and forces of indiscipline due
to weaknesses in ‘the VeIy
foundation of political "organi-
sations and economy, the Prav
sident said puinmtmg to difficuis
path the nation had 10 lxaverse

The President dismissed the
zllegations that the polls were

his pledge to the nation that ‘pot free under Martial Law
and pointed out that at least

he was determined to take the
country back on the path of three elections were held In
. this country under ML in which

democracy and appealed to all . _
to participate in the eciection major opposition parties had

Martial Law Adminimwr'and
tiers under them will be aboli-
shed, and Martial Law Courts
of .will be closed down, The date
of filing nomination’papers has
been fixed for March 22. J'
' The President- said -the decie
sion was taken in fulfilment of

| Sunday announced  that
. gqle‘ctian to ‘the 300 seats
11Par1iaﬂnent would be held
April 26 next in pursuance of
-1the declaration of President
‘Hussain . Mubammad Ershad
. that-the polls would take place
¢ in the last week.of Apiil
- The President in his address
‘to the nation over Radio and

‘Television said that ail steps . | :
would be taken to ensure a freo “We are confident that all of par?ﬂipﬂted. SR

‘and fair election and announc- us ‘will extend our total' cor  The President alsc noted that
‘ed meesures, ta be effectivé operation to take the country the Opposition  parties who

joined him in poltical diale-
gue never demanded withdra-
wal of Martlal Law totally,
. either verbally eor in writing
gince it would - céreate a legal

on the day of filing of nomi- {o the path of democracy tor
‘nation papers, if the Opposv establishing a democratic sys*
|tion participated in the polls, tem on a solid foundation foF
' 'The measures aré‘; if any nur'posterity" he sald.

'member of the cabinet becomey  He said the functioning of

drawal of ML was nol desire
able (ill the election was held.

. Recallicg hig Impressicns
which he gathered during his
hectic visits to the nook and
corner Of the couniry ani talks
with wide sections of the peo-
ple, the President said that all
expressed themselves in favour
of the election as there was no
alternative to it for transitiun_.i

to dempocracy.

‘Those who want democracy
without election are in fact
trying to push the country to
the path of indiscipline and
chacs which the people would

- pever accept.

The President spoke in briel
on’' the efforts of his Govern-
ment for establishing democra-
¢y through elections and said

‘a carldidate he will then resign democracy stumbled time and wvacuum. The Opposition knew. ¢y
nal again in the hands of anarchists it very well that totsl with- despite accommodation of the

Election schedule '

Elections to the Parliament will be held throughout ;
the country on April 26 mext says a Press release of the
Election Commission, reports BSS. I

[ a Gazette notification, issued on Sunday the Election.
Commission has called upon the electors to elect a mem-

‘1 ber {rom each of the 300 conslituencies of ihe Parliament. |
! The Commission hys - also' aBaounced detailed schedule of ¢ : L

. . i, . | tical parties, they Xept them-
the elections in the samc Gasette Notification as follows: ' selves away from pasticipation |

{ A, Filing of nomination pap- ¢ 2nd Margh, 1986 ' in the polls under the falseé

i

deﬁuands of ihe Oppositica poli-

. erg . with the returning {Saturday) : ‘o l pretext that slections will nof
officers 1 I v be fair unless Martial Law 18
B. Seruting of & nominatlon - 23rd March, 198 {  withdrawn totally. P
i papers filed - (Sunday) - - BSS adds: FPresident Ershac
| C. Last date of withdrawal ist April,- 1986, said Martial Law was promul-
" of é¢andidature  (Tuesday) | gated under unavoldable clc
. S _ ap - cumstances “This Martial Law
1 P Puumg_ date . B fgfahturﬁg;i} oo js exceptibnal” he observed, -
Expressing his respect {0 the

| The Chiét Election Commissioner, Mr Justice Chowdhury
| A, T..M. Masud has assured a free, fair and impartial elec-
tioh and -sought the co-operation of all for holding the elecs

] tions in a ,pe‘auftul atmosphere.
it may be mentiobed here that the

in a Cazette notification, issued on September 20, 1984

ronstitution of the country, hé

said while promulgating Mar-

tia] Law his Government did
} not sbrogate the Constitution,

Election Commis-! _ow& { but suspended it because e
did not want to push the coun~

glon,
hﬂ.ﬂ puhliShEd the final li-!t of zll the 300 mnstituﬂ;ﬂies'"bf tn. tuward a mnﬁtituﬁﬂn al
_the seats of the Parliaigent. The Election Commission vacuum.” _

also iaking other measures for holding the elections as in this context, the President

_ | above mentioned schedule, | ‘V .= /j | .
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and demands with a’view to Do%ition parties showd partieis
creating an stmosphere for hold pate jn the polls with honouf,
ing free ard fair elections,  -thi¢ time %00 wp ha¥e declded
~ Inspite of that the two oOpe to hold the Jatiya Bapgdwas

*'pu.?itiun ailiances had taken de- election first. o
- yclsion aot to take part in elec- - ‘We nad taken ce¢tuin sifni-
tions which had really surpris. ficant ¢teps last time so that
lég:l the countrymen, The elec- the cpnosit:on could contest the
s s e A e e soaioos were il
‘ ﬁ ~ mber as fnalo -conditim N
how and why the elections had This time ;tt.s ;: ﬁ:remiua?idy
to be postponed at that time to ke similaz sters. T hope
E‘I why mm to go ‘;‘; “'"; all opposition partes will nar
mposing U parapharnelia of gojrate in the coming polls.
withdrawn earlier | b ¢ lief wnd omfidence
[ _ . that all concerned #ill .extend
! They said that the reasols Of pog) " aoopergtion: to. My sice-
their boycotting the €leCuRS ny wpd endeaccur tr take the

then was that withoyt the com- AR .

plete withdrawal of Martial country to a demcerstic path
s  Low the clections would not S° that well rallectively eould
- - -be {Teg and fsir. But they knew establist a solid .Ease for a de.
- it yery well that if Martial ToCTRMC Syaem fur the future |
' ' generation.  S'nece the indepen-
dence til todey the path of es- |-

Law is withdrawn “here wil] be
i a logal vaculum in the coudlty .gp e Jumursuge S
| O this vesiisction.of the reali- P & Bulmuitl pu? SN |
‘ty, one of the componcrt par- mocratic  system - wag -never ' —
fis of an elliance bad partici- , SA00th and easy. : | *
pated in the elections ln 1970, Democrutic effor's have tme

and zgain beén hindeved by,

| 1078 and 1979 under Martial LAw ,
| Another majfn  component f Indiscipline and anarchism that
stemmed fram lack of demo-

!the c¢lber alliance did particl-
Ipn.'te in the election . ynder craffe political crgenisatim. and
vartjal Law while 1t wes in Strong.economle foundavion. 1
power. Moreover, thepe was No have told it before and T assurd;

mention of the point of -with- agaln. all atens would be taken
. +drawal of Mariial Law io

to ensure that ptlls are held in
. their verba] discussions and & free and feic ataosphere.

| ‘th:e charter of demands they 1 declare that if the Opposi-

| {had submitieq during the dia- tion parties juin -the- election,

Yogue, | - , ;E‘ #ﬁwing mgnsures would

| e t crom one. be taken from the dute of fil-".

| coinzivzf' ﬁ?ﬂmw. to- the - ling vominations under the polls|

‘other, I have visited villages schedule of the Election Com«
‘after villages and also mills.

.1) iTx: ber of the cabi- ' |

_ {1 have y member of the cabl- L
-miefﬂiﬁdhﬁj rgmwplé sromy Det who will want "to contest Cha
ok es. 1 pave talked to the polls will have fo Fesigh. |-

lpeasant B.nd workers, lo stu-

2) "All Zonal Martial Law Ad-"
dents ang the youlh, women ministrators and their subordi~;
and professionals,

‘Dates and offices will be abu-
. s 1M ol {'.!E an’d lished. o K o
They moela D have 3) All Martial Law courts will

eccnomic Progress, IThey Nave .. helished. 1

cajd one of the main aims .of M:r dear coun .

our great independence Strug: krymen,

gle is a democratic sidte £¥S-

Party is above any individu-
tem, They want elections. They al and the country is abave the.

party, 1 will expect - we willj - | ,

( for

have agreed with me that there

) forget all contradictions and,

no aliernativg to- elections
transition to democracy
Those who talk of transition to
democracy by avoiding partict
pation in the polls, in fact

“want 1o push the couﬂl-r:}? in

- .
X !

:

o

srhatecever Teasomn, I have al-

a.State of chaos, Tt i§ my he-

ljef. the coyntrymen, and the
d=mocratic loving political par

t{as @ngd organisation will not
 allov: our dear mntherland to

fa}l prey to such & state Of

chats and anarchy, ,

Tour yesrs of Marilal Law
iz golng to be -completed. 1t
is no longer desirable toal
Mart:al Law (o continue for

ready said election «will be held

by the first half of the current

vear, We have decided to held
the Jatiya Sangsad election in
the last week of April {his year
by henouring the will of. the
poople @nd our comshitment.

. Tha Flection Commission will -
announce the election date and

s=hedule.

The Opposition parties ~ had
demsnded holding of

Tatiya
| Sergsad Elefztiﬂ_l_ls first. Giving

malice and rise above all dUff-
ercnce of opinion and will no¥!
fail to show respect to the
country, to the nation’ and ie

the people and their democra-
tic vidlues and above all to the
spirit and aspirations country
towards a prosperous future
and. to mobilise the tén crore
people towards that goal, Today
we need national unity, consen-
sus .and natiopal uity,

1 want to call upon all poli-

tical parties and the . people, |
let us’ comme forward to prove.
before the world through peace

ful transition to democracy
through the elections, that we
are firm in our resclve and
unshakable . in ‘our national

unity.

L

Khuda Hafez

) Bangladest. Zindabad




