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‘“Development is the new .
( name for peace’ was the mes<
sage Pope John Paul II de-
. iivered when he visited the
1 United Nations Environment - = =
‘Programme (UNEP) during [, . W 7™ g
'~ last year's Eucharistic Confer~ { o % s
i ence: in Nairobi, Kenya, B e
| Peace is -not only the ab-
. { sence of war: it is sustain-
| able development and satise
faction of basic human needs,
without which there can be
no, peace. The experience
of ,this century shows that
{ where basic human neede
are not met, peace and sta-
{ bility - cannot be sustaired.
There is no peace when 450
“million people suffer from
chronic malnutrition - and
when millions of people, _
. mainly but not exclusively -}
in the developing countries,
| are hungry, homeless and
{ struggling to merely survive.

. When basic human needs
are not met, competition and b N o TRy RO E g B RO
conflict intensify, The evid- . T AT e
ence js in the dozens of in- -
ternal small wars of  this
century in which milliens of
| people have died. From the
Mexican Revolution of 1910-
1920, with its'slogan of “land
and -liberty”, to many of the
anti-colonial and post-colonie
«al civil wars of the past three
. “to four decades in Africa,

}Asia and Latin America, ex-
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. Trees as firewood are denufling foregts
it .

'WORLD ENVIRONMENT DAY

~ Environmn
 Environment,
treme- poverty, inequitabla o . . ' | |
_distribution of diminishing |

- resources, and failure to pro- _ : , ;

“-vide basic human needs have ' -
- played an important role.  other production enabling . ton:s in 1965 to 11 million in  tain oisture, a critical factor
The' same experiences show them to buy their food. But 1976 and over 20 miilion in  in crop production.Under nor. |
¢ that failure to meet these  for most developing countries 1980, Experts say that if cur-  mal conditions, topsoil and ve- -
rent {rends-continue, Africa’s getation cover act as a huge

needs, essential to peace, has  there is little choice, They-
- often been-due to the miSUSE: must prﬂdUEEr their own Iﬂ'ﬂd, shortfall in cereal prﬂductinn water TGSErVﬂiI'l Hke a sponge '

+

depletion or deterioration of

y existing natural resources

{ By the year 2000, only 14

. years from now, the Earth

| will ‘have to support 6.2 mil-
lion people, some 50 per cent

. more than in 1880, It can do
"so, but only through sustain-

- able development The alter-
native”is increased poverty,

Intensified

competition for -

t diminishing natural resources
; and = increasing ‘conflict. Byt

depend increasingly on the
vagaries of food aid, or go
without, :

Many are going without,

~and their numbers are fast

increasing, Some 450 million
people, mainly in the deve-
loping countries. suffer from
chronic malndtrition and
the number js expected - to
rise fo 600-800 million by the
Year 2000, While food pro-
duction has been increasing

is likely to reach 203 million

tons a year by the year 2007.

In mueh of the developing
world, and particularly’ in
Africa, the natural resources
on which food- production

depends’ — soil, fresh water
. and forest. cover—are being
lost at record rates, Man’s -
 struggle for food Is destroy-
ing the land on which he de- .
. pends to grow his food. Fas
- mine-hit" "Ethiopia and the

soaking up water- when it
rains snd gradually releasing
It to crops, groundwater re.
Servoirs and to streams.

At the beginning of this
ceniury, some 40 per cent of
the land was covered with

forest, by the early 1960s this”

had fallen to 16 per cent, and

by 1880 barely 4 per cent
of the forest cover remain-
ed, JThe. results are disast-
rous. When it rains the water

- development can only be sus-

‘tained if its basis, the en-
[ vironment s protested  As
i Pope John Paul II sald In

-in the developing eountries .
over the past two decades, ra-
pid population growth has
wiped* out most of the gain

- West "African  Sahel provide
many examples of this:

In Ethiopia’s northern high-
lands, tihe population has

no longer seeps into the sofl
to replenish groundwater,
most of it runs off tearing
away the. topsoil at ever

.y Nairobi, environment and The figures ar i f
| robl, e alarming. In  nearly tripled over the past faster 1ates, It is part of a
| ‘development are tandem goals  1961-1965 the  developing  four decades, bringing ex-  vicious cirdle of land degra-
__ of equal importance. Countries grew 96 per cent of treme pfes,sures to bear on dation, soil erosion, flooding

their own cereal requirements
aind their net imports were
only 10 million metric fons
DEr year. But by 1978-1979

Develnpmen_t requires that

. people have access to basle

| human needs— food, water,

- health and shelter — and the

. means fo produce more on a they produced only 92 per ,

[ Sustainabl basis, It means B! Of their néeds and the -
elimination of the hopeless p&i‘-*-‘*ﬁqegglt had risen to 52 mil.

an? crought that is turning
once fertile farmland inte

barcen désert at rapidly in.
Crearing rates, ‘

arable lands, as the tradition-
al farming methods have
not changed. In the desperate
search for land to grow food
and fuelwood farimers have

; . Ethiopia 15 one ex
deforested vital. water catch- - ample,

There are many others, from

- verty in which. much of tha

Imrf. metfric {ons i3 Year. 1In.
Africa

_ments ¥anid “*&gltivated steep .

" hillsides, causing massive soil

the western Sahel to south.
eastern Africa. Dr Mostafa

} third werld lives and which
M many countries ia a soyrce

Cereal production

alone the deficit in _

erosion, Annuail soil loss rates

K. Telba, the Executive Di.

a1 . rose from  Of over 20 toris a hectare are  rector of UNEP i hi Be

of untest and conflict 157 Per cent of needs to over common and with each cen- port tn the Afriéan Enfir;m

] To develop, people must andDIE;'T cent between 1961  timetre of precious topsoil  mertal Conference (Cairo

be able fo feel thepnselves iy 8 a;d has cnnti‘nue& eroded the land loses a bit 16 - 18 December 1985) said;
from their own land or from TRse ifrom 3.8 million more of its productivity, ‘

to

rise rapidly, Cereal irn.

1t also loses Its

- e —— g

ability_tn re-

= e wn iy

Crisis,

‘Africa is g continent “in
It is suffering from

= - T M T = e : - -
w» The Banalanes T *
pa “continual drain om, and  qpo plight of those m of
degradation of its natural &= - 5 gestabilising € intens
I'--. * - BQUTCES - 'ﬂlant COVer, solls. b severe food ghortakes, - oinin I
PR , water, animal resources and  eying poverty aI']i:111’15c’“;';mw::r";i‘aa'- |
climate”,  callapse, o elonal, and. i
- ; tional, . |
The dry zones of Africa ~dise na i . CLack
! ftay present a “worse cas®  ultimately world dlﬁgzpment
' scenario”, but the basic pro~  of agricﬂturaln lond resours -
.  hlems are far more widex and pressure :5 gtimuli to in-
| L .» spread ‘e~ from the Boliclan ces often '&EL der conflict.
'.r Altiplano to the north east 'mernznli5 and viz;-ws circle be-
" Prazilian Serlao, to South It Is & VAo and
3 f;ia and the Himalayas, t—'ﬂ; ﬂ?ul‘i‘e ar:;ﬂmf;?ﬁﬂftmﬁ
' lan _C1V * ' |
cyglrs ol dgforestation o8 Wy most invariably depress ag
\  degradation, soil erosion, , ‘ Juction  and
- ficoding and drought is dé-  ricultural D ate]l damage.
| stroying the land, the people  cause Envi:;nmthreat of War, .
| and their hopes for develop-  But war, the 1 devoted
- and | " and the resources ¢
ment. -In India alone, thg. to prmaments, drastically re-
fiood-prone _ areas doubled duce the potential of many
from 2¢ million hectares to . ‘developing countries to in-
| 40 ‘million hectares be*“”;f:f vest in agricultural de;iogf-
h 1971. and 1980, The drou ment, The average num
59 million hectares. trles has in-
to cover o¥ . .rpe  developing countrles, -
'~ causing serious 108ses IR PIo* o o4 from nifie per year,
ductivity. : 1 in the 1950s, to 14 per year
' ' ' Y- s 70
Many countries are alrea since 1970, o
caught between a. continuing Military spending m_ {931
haemorrhage of arable 1and - .o agqimated at $595 billion,
and rapidly increasing poPU™  op ahout $131 per capita. In
l1ation. A recent Unitgd Na- 40 shird world it came to
tions study of 117 develoD-  “geyn pillion or $37 peT per-
. ing countries found that many - g4y  These figures might ha
. third world countries can N9 ooizred to the $4.8 "”“3“2 .
ir ‘people fromt  a year over 20 years neede
longer feed thelr PP ® i oine  to halt desertitication I third '
their own land on . | .
basis at their preseni le- . world, or the FAD estimate
. E:IS. aj;s farming. - Some 54 ~ .of $85 billlon o year over! ;
' ::ruuntries were deemed in~ ~ two- deeades, to raise :the rafe .
capable - feering long-term  of growth in . agr leultural
the number of people they  production from 28 per cent
. ‘a year to 3.7 per cent a year,
had in 1975. Those countries ond {hereby reverse the de
now have from zﬂltu 30 per ciine in food self-sufficiency. |
cent more pedple 1o suppoft. LT Ly government bude -
They have Sur:"”vEd b"’f nver: gets are limited, .military .
exploiting their la?d ]da;nh:ﬂ' spending competes with in-'
-ing its future poten . vestment  iIn nroductive
gatisfy currentf‘inieediin I:mlzsin: spheres and often enjoys 2
: ‘:reflinite]y' - | Priorities must be chang?d
’ e | - i the world is to maintain
; Two-third of the third o " 0 srowing popula:
) . world population live in coun- tion and improve people’s .

tries that by the end of this
century —a scant 14 Yyears
hence — will already be m_al-
tivating an average of 96 per

quality of life. To do so it
must ‘accelerate doveiopment
while conserving - the envi-
ronment which makes this

cant of their arable land, In -

most cases they -will have
nearly 50 per-cent more peo-

Inputs, Africa. for Instance, -

on the basis of current trends,
be able to support only 55

per cent of its year 200 po- .

pulation . witnout a signifi-
cant rise in the level of ag-
riculture. ‘ .

. This Implies intensifled
competiition within and pos-
gibly between e¢cuntries for
the principal resources—land
and- water—needed for food.

production. It increases the

possibilities for conflict, pare.

ticularly in areas with im-
balarces in. the distribution
of Jand and water resources.

possible. The alternative 1Is
increasingly evident—rapidly
declining quality of life, in-

poorer developing countries,
all leading to unrest viol-
~ence, and threats to ithe gta-
bility of- nations.. |

i Plﬁ than they have today,. tensifying poverty and com-
" and wiil be unable to feed  petition for diminishing re-
- their population from their  sources, recurrent famine
. .own land at a low level in and food shortages in. the

The message of Pope John

Paul IT touched on the heart

development was a foundation

. of UNEP policy, He said that -

for peace and that environ. .

ment” programmes for food
and housing  were concrete
ways of promoting reace. En-
vironmentally sound develope
ment, sustalnable develop-

r

|

ment, is the basis for sus. -

tainable. peace,




