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B8 Helizble Data ™~
CWFor nellabie Lata,
.~ In any economic system there is -a needfor | - |
{various-kinds of data to provide information:.:on : :
different aspects of the economy. Prior informiation \
about them is a must to know the present direction’
{of the economy and t0 outline the future plais.
.and projections, But the minimum requirement " is:
gthat the information must be reliable. .

Bangladesh is launching its third Five Year
Plan next year. At present there are discussions in
 various quarters about the objectives, the priorities
iand the implementation of the plan. Buf what is .
often forgotten is that planning itsef becnomes
meaningless if it is based on information which
1 leaves much to be desired. So before formulating =
‘Plan the immediate need is to have a set of reliable .
‘data. o~ | . | -
i’ " Such data are of vital importance to the plan-
ners as well as to al] the economic agents operat-
ing in the economy. In the absence of reliable data
whatever plan is formulated its policy prescriptions
will be misleading, its jimplicationg wilj be useless. ~'i
Such a plan may even misguide the whole - econo-
my. Reliable data are-also important for different
économic agents such as.entrepreneurs, investors,
savers etc.- By - providing” information about the y
direction of the economy, they provide necessary
) gpugic;eiines to such agents for their future course of
aciion, 1 | : R S
. In Bangladesh, there is a dearth of good, reli-
able and consistent sets of data almost in all its
sectors—population, agriculture, industry, education
- etc. In the absencé of such statistics, whatever
figure one has is'likely to'be " inconsistent, contra-
|l dictory and even seaningless. This is-true even -of !
| - organizations like the World Barik. Thus, while ons
of their reports shows that on January -1, 1981,
the population of Bangladesh was 92.9 -million,
-ancther Bank report indicates that on the sams day ,
,Our popuiation was 936 million. It simply shows .
that whatever. information we have is just ad hoc

and .one cannot rely on it.<-. - * . y ;
' Apart from relisbility, we even do not Have.
information on certain vital aspects of the economy. j
Moreover, the available information in most cases.
is about the supply aspects, put we do not have
consistent demand projections in any area. In agri
culture, for instance, we have ‘numbers’ for the
total acreage under different crops, their totai pro-
duction, no doubt, but. we do not have information
on the quality: of land, their suitability for different
crops, the area-wise irrigation-requirements, inpit-.
requirements etc. Even for an important cash erop |
like jute, we have very little demand projection
: | 1 either for home or for abroad. Such projectior 1s |
i | needed for sllotment of land between rice and jute.
' | ~ . Livestock is a vital part of the économy. But
' it is almost totally neglected in our.statistical sur-
| veéys and very little is known about this  sector. In-
a formation on the growth and the needs of this sec-
tor should be collected and ' collated. Similarly, !
- | there is a need for educational planning based - on
! reliable data. There should be proper demand pro-.
" ) ' .jection -fu_r"-{this:gegtpr and- supply-should be planned |
accordingly. 77, 7 R
| o The absence of , proper statistics creates un-
- certainties, under which proper planning is not pos-
| sible, Without reliable data, we shall not be able
to determine our requirements, nor shall we be.
‘able to forecast our supply. This is also true in the |
case of external ald on which our economy critically |
depends. Any planner has.to have the actual figur-
‘es about requirements-and.supply at.his fingertips..
Without this no planning is possible, no action can;
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- as, more
| urgently needed. More arcss, |
Eém'epyecg:eczs the g;;nomy should be brought ogng;
statistical COVETage. om °°wmh%ﬁ et of _rem sbe |
ConOmy is needed il ‘ interest of souna ;
pverages can he .bmlt up in the mFe | - i




