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‘Gen Osmany

Goen. (Retd) M. A. G. Osmany, non-functioning of liver, he was

who was Commander-in-Chief ot
the Bangiadesh Liberation For.
ces (Mukti Bahini) and Chief of
the Jatiya Janata Party, died in
a London hospital today, accord
ing to an official message receiv-
ed in Dhaka, reports BSS.

He was 66,

Gen. Qsmany, who had been
suffering from old age ailments
Eince late last year, went to Lon-

on

treatment,

Messages fromm London said
General Osmany  breathed his
last at the St. Bartholomew Hos
pital at about 10 a.m. London
ttme (about 4 p.m. BST). He

died of prolonged old age com-
plications,

in December for medicul -

on Sunday, the message said.

. According to Bangladesh High
Commission sources, General
Osmany died of lLiver failure, he
patitis and primary cancer. -

Aftet initial - treatment under
oncologist Prof. C. Malpas Gene-
ral Osmany responded favourab-
ly and was discharged from the
hospital. He was subsequently
undergoing routine treatment in
the hospital as an out-door pa-
tient.

Early this month, General Os-
many was again hospitalised for
treatment of light fever and ra-
shes followcd by hepatitis infec-
tions. On February 13, when his
condition deterforated dus to

attended Ly liver specialist Dr.
P. Dawson., The General finally
developed “tremor” in his body

‘and went beyond treatment, the

High Commission sources said

National flag will fly half-mast
all over Bangladesh today (Fri:
day), as a mark of respect tn
the jate General.

Gen. M. A, G. Osmany rose
to the peak of a soldier's car-
ecr as Commander-in-Chief of
the Bangladesh Liberation For
ces in 1971 but later emerged a9

an elderly political personality
known for rare qualities of poli
tical integrity, honesty and states
manship.

A man of medium height, slim

General Osmany who had been
under treatment at the Combin
ed Military Hospital in Dhaka
since March last year, went to
London Jast December for &
more thorough medical exarnin.
ation and treatment he was ad-
miited to St. Bartholomew Hos.

‘Nation mourns death .

By A Staff Reporter ganisations con-

cio-cuftural or
_ 'The news of the death of doled the death of Geperal (rid)

General (retd) M A G Osmany, M A G Osmany, the chif of the

which spread Mke wild fire, cast Jatlya Janats and Com-
s pail of gloom in the Cﬁ-’y on Mmander of the Liberation Forces
¥

pital where his condition start- Thursday., during the War of Independenc,

ed deteriorating since last Mon-  People from all wglks of lile C

day. . ’ti_ie_ltphﬁnaie the Bangladesh KhDemacraﬂg i
According to a message fro ltnea o to confirm the news andker Moshtaque Ahmed '

London, the body of Ge::rnl o::'- s well as to pay glowing tri. expmessed profound grief gt the |

many will be taken to East Lom }:lmt?c to the Ia}f gﬁmﬂal, .ﬁ? death of Gen Osmany.
der-in-Chiet of Bangladesh
L'Heration Forces during the
War of Independente, had been
instrumental - in’ the emefgence

don Mosque in the afternoos
where it will lie overnight. The
Janaza will be held at the mos
que tomorrow after Juma pra.
vor,

Efforts are b.ing made to send

¢t independent Bangladesh,

. A'number of political ang so-

In a condolence I

rectled the glorious role of Gen i
Osmany g C-in-C of Bzngigdesh |

Libera

tion Forces, —
In his death the nation. los

2 feariess patriot and an out.

Cmtd.nhplnl.i n

mastage hi |

dead

and fit, and proud possessor of
a wcll-maintained handlcbar
moustache the 66-year-old soldier
was a man of austere personal
discipline all through his life
“and never compromised his con-
victions and political beliefs.

Born in 1918 in  Sunamgan}
under Sylhet district, Gen, Os-
many graduated himself from
the Aligarh Muslim University
“and later joined the then British

Indian Army in 1939, Commis-
sioned in 1940, Osmany made his
first mark in his career when he
at the age of 23 became the
youngest Major in the British
cmpire.

Gen. Osmany served as Colo.
pel mn the Pakistan Army for
ten ycars before being retired in
1967. He jomned politics in late
sixties and was elected to the
then National Assembly as an

Awami League candidate. When
the Liberation War began in 1971
-Osmany was appuinted Comman-
tder-in-Chief of the Bangladesh
j Liberation Forces.

y After emergence of Bangiadesh
; Osmany was promoted to the
rank of a full General on De-
-cember 16, 1971 in recognitiop
jof his service to the nation., He

Ilater vacated his appointment as -

tthe C..nC. and reverted 1o the
iretired list in April, 1972 to re-
fsume his political career.
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by 90m people : Ershad

‘President and Chief Martiai
Law Administrator Lt. Gen. H.

M. Ershad expressed his pro-
found grief at the demise. of

Gen. M. A. G. Osmany at a Lom

sage,

President Ershad, in his me.-;-{
said that contribution of :
General Osmany
war of liberation leading to t{;;
emergence of a free, soverclg
and indcpendent Bangladesh isl
a “househcld word”,

As a solitier, politician and!
statesman, Gen, Osmany, the’
CommanderinChief of the Libe-
ration Forces, “will always be

remembered by the 90 millios

" people of Bangladesh”, the Pre-’

sident said and prayed to AL

to the cause ¢f )
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mighty Allah for I&he v.=,11:4arr:=1.lE
of his departed soul. __

pc;;fimving is the text of Presk§

dent’s message: -

“It is with a profound sens®
of grief that { have Lornt ab-
out the sad demise of Gen. M.
A. G. Osmany, the Commander-
in-Chief of the Liberation Forces |
of Bangladesh, who breathed his -
fast m a London hospital todq?
after prolonged illness linnaus
lahe Wa Inna Ilaibe Rajeun).

The entire naticn joins me at
‘this moment to mourn the pas- -
sing away of this valiant free- |
dom fighter and in offering our |
hearifelt condolences to the mem
bers of the hereaved family. -1

The contribution of Gen. Os !
many to the cause of the War 1
of Liberation leading to the emy
ergence of a free, sovereign and |
independent Bangladesh is a |
liousehold ‘word. As a soldier, .

politician and statesman, Gen.
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President said, the entire natiqr:
joined him at this moment to
mourn the passing away of this

valiant frecdom fighter and in
offering our heartfelt condolen

Osmany will always be remem- |

bered by the 90 million people
of Bangladesh.

ces to the members of the be
reaved family.” '

Contd. op poge § ot 3

don hospital on Thursday, re- May Allah, the

ports BSS. _
" In a condolence message, “tho

Gen. Osmany was appointed a
Cabinet Minister in the same

f Comd on pege 8 col. &
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Osmany dea
" Contd from pege | ’
month and was given the port-
. folio of Shipping, Inland Water
'+ Transport and Aviation., He was
* elected 10 Parliament again on
Awami League ticket in the 1978
| In January 1975, he resigned
: from1 his Parliamentary seat_ in
protest ngninst the introduction-
! lof one-party system of BKSAL.
b 'Alter the political changes in
August same year, Gen. Osmany
‘became ‘the Defence Adviser of
‘the then government.

f After “Political Parties Regula
tion of 1977, Gen., Osmany float.
ed-his own political party “Ja.
tiya Janata Party” and later cor-
fested the presidential election
in 1978 as a combided opposition
candidate against late Preskient -
Ziaur Rahman. He also contest-
ed unsuccessfully the presiden
tial election in November, 1981.

During the last two years of

his life, Gen. Osmany virtually -
retired from active politics and : e

; $used fo spend most of his time
"in his village home in Sylhet.
| He took up writing as a serious

pastime and twas preparing en
autobjogeaphy. But his healtt-
E*started deteriorating amd he was
first admitted to the Combined

Military. Bospital in Dhaka fin

March 1983 with haemoglobin de-

fleiency and other complaints,

After months 6f careful obser:
vation and treatment at the
CMH, specialists here felt that
tie ailing General be sent ab
road for a more thorough exarn.
Ination. In December last he was
ndmitted to St. Bartholomew
Hospital in"Léndon. . -

A lifelong bachelor, Gen. Os-
many breathed his last at 10 am.
{London time) today at the hos:

Contd from page t |
standing nationalist,

Mr = Ataur Rahman Khan,
Chairman of the Jatlya Jotg pay-
ing.rich tributes to the memory
of ‘he late General said that he
was an independent personality
whe always remaineg Joyal to
the demiocraly,

Almighty, rest:
his soul in eternal peace.” _




