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Hay. oildich Smtana-.e that sveo
fuli independence from Britain
| an New Year’s Day, will become,
the sixth member of the Asso.
‘ Ciation of Soith-East Asian Na-
tions (ASEAN) -tomorrow .gt a
ceremony in - the Indopésian ca-

E pital, reports Reuter

| -A tiy coastal endlave of 200,00
" People in northern Borneo dwar-
fed by its neighbours,’ BI‘I.IHEJ

| soag ‘membership of ASEAN ai
ffthi. ‘most - logical development
! after regaining control of its fﬂ:r

. eign  policy -and defengﬂ for the -
ﬁr:.-.t time since 1883. . '

- Diplomats saud Bruncl was
likely to have ap npact on the'
;gruupmg commensurate with its
‘ size and was expected to {u]iuw
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The Furexg‘n Mmmtcrs of
ASEAN’s five founder-nations —
Indonesia, Malaysia, the Philip-
pines Singapore - and Thailand .
— will meet firsg tomorrow tu'
formally approve Brunei's ad.
mission.. It will* be .the last
ASEAN ‘meeting at which the
Sultanate mll be " only an ah _
Fsecver, | - g

Th-= Sultan's hrnther Muda
‘Mohamad Bolkiah, Brupei's new-f
ly-appointed - Foreign Minister,!
wnll then sign a document cum~1
niitting the fledgling state. to the
Pprinciples of the Bangkok Dec.”
laration which ‘established
ASEAN in 1967,

Finally, the Bruneij ﬂag wﬂl
bie raised alongside those of the
/ﬁ:mnder—natmns eutsgide the

{ASEAN Sccretariat in Jakartq./ '
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