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. Atish Dipankar Srijnan has' been
| “described by historians as the fore-
| most. among the luminaries of ancient
. Bangladesh. His sacred ashes have been
brought to Bangladesh yesterday under an
: | - T -y
{a'greament with the Chinese goverament.
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Ajit Kumar Barua
A :-pﬁnhar a > 'nunt legtiteing on Bud-
mﬁatmgd? 113; m?ﬁﬂm ' Eisg cangieal literature and
.u- acher was bomn virtually establishing Bud-
poer Mdlpapmreniage in Bajra- - dhism in different parts of
oF ‘myalikrampm. in the dis- China Atish Dipankar wrote
jniglni fB Dacca mj g80 A.D. 108 treatises on Buddh-
| Et o ' Kﬁly- ism and his ‘Bodhipada
His ;ather’s_name w:’s - Pdly | in S amskrit e -
| Pﬁ:%hﬁgﬂ;: Hi: nick & remarkable landmark in
: wmas was Chandragona At the development of Buddhist
:;ih ze of 10, he was taken literature. Most of his writ-
& BEe < - Achar- inge are included today in the
into Buddhist fold by JCHUS - pripitaka .
ya Sila Rakshit, meclpam_ _ His name and fame bezan
famous Udantal:iun Mon fo spread all over the subcon--
ry of ancient time 8nd WES 450504  Mahipala the king of
then named s Dipenkar Sh- _Bangladesh invited him
jnap. Twelve years later, D€ " and offered him th: post
*',was ordained as a monk and '’ of high priest of fhelvl};ra?l.
ilien he left for Subarnabhi- - gila monastery Vikramsila
: mi where during his 12-year was at that time a great cen-
stay he acquired vast profi- {12 of Buddhist learning
clency in Buddhist scriptyr- nd was_ one . gras
es. From there he went 10 test Buddhls_,t Unli'i.fer-
Tamradip which is now mo- eity of -the subcontin-
dern Ceylon, and returned 10 ent. Tt attnined the -pat-
bis homeland whereupon he  ronage of the Pala kings of
gssumed the responsibility of  the then Bengal and within a.
‘Mahs Acharya’ ie. vice- short period it reached to its
| ikramsil-Ma- highest peak of glory. The
ghginhfrllo#'n:; ;?ktie ;re:t university had 108 teachers
o ’ f dhist ord eight thousands students
research centres of Pud vousanc _
philosophy in the subcontin- from. Kashmir, ~Gandhara,
ent. - Turkey, Ujiain, Beneras used
: i to flock there. Logic, religion,
. Whﬂg hec]]w"asin : 'liv_m g tﬁfg; metaphysics and - sciences
ﬂ':_epathnken S --mﬁwtt:dpmh were taught there. Dipan- -
{ Dipa Hih iy His . contem- kara was the principal of
I.rehgla o Echerﬂ;;ﬁ and saints  ihat university. it achieved
po _ : ) N iremendous " success during
ohjected to s hlsth lea‘ifll;g his time _
for they sal e sub- _ o .
continent: would be dark ﬂ?f;;m hisilﬂﬂ?:to aifheef
WIm;t i Atglh‘ hﬁmﬁr religious movementis of an-
for © mﬁicaynt Buddhist tient Bengal have described
to many Sien . Atish Dipankar as the most
Jinstitutions of this park Bul  remarpable s2int scholar of
the invitation ‘continU-  gnafant pengal, He way vice-
ed to-.come and at last . chancellor of Buddhist -uni-
Atish Dipankar Srijnan I‘th versities of Vikramsila and
for Chiaa 160 WAkt Yol i g
: . desh. and was closely con- .
mountainous terrain ¢f the nected with Somapusi  and
IMMi VB ;hf” ;_Eﬂﬂh:im. , ~ Pendita Vihara ~ While ac-
; nghis difficull journey. . . qine to Chinese tradition
his partftswas twice a%ack&:; he wrote 108 {reatises:. his -
Eirlig;mnlmst i‘; ?ﬁs cnmpan{;- original writings consisted of
' I ons were killed. But Atish 175 volumes according to

another tradition, most of
which relates to Bajrajana,
Mahsjayana and Mahayann
tults of Buddhism. He has
been described by the histo-
rians as the significant link

n the ancient sub-

Dipankar was undaunted and
continued the hazardous
journey with great risk till
he reached the destination,
He spent the rest of his'life in
Ching visiting many parts of’
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continent and China. He is
described as  the foremost
among ihe luminaries of an-
cient: Bengal in of
character, - erudition, schol-
arship.  philosophical depth
and spiritual attainment.
Dipankara started moving
from place to place province
0 province and preached

Buddhism. there, Broiaton
the founder of the first hier-
erchy there, recog: ised
him as his precepior and be.
came his disciple, Dipan zara
succeeded . in reformiing
Bhuddhism there, He alsg
. Succeaded  In eliminating
., Tantric elements from Jug-
dhi=sn there.
.- Among his disciples Dom-
Ton-Pa was the chief Heg
was ‘his constant comparion,.
He can be compared with
Ananda the personal com-
panion of Buddha, He was a
fcholor of the highest order -
Dipankard made glorious
contribution- to” the jite-
ratuire. He wroie 423 books

.gon, Sanskrit of whom
122" were | transiated. 1t o
%"fn “be mentfoned that king
Bhannaga! of Subarnadipa
wrote a’lohg letier to Dip-
enkara raising some dJdifficult
questions on  religion. Ee
znswered those guestions in
a boolr titled “Bimal Ratra
Lekhan®, .
Dr. Dinesh {Chandrz Sen
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JATISH DIPANEAR SRUNAN . . o}
Courtesy: Sambodhi Soeletys Comilla, | -
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wrote : “Dipankar . achi-
eved highest reputation in
the world at that timé. ._His'-g!
memory -is still- cherished by
the Buddhists of tha world.
Dipankara was a proud son |
of Bangladesh,

He exercised so much in= |
fluence on the growth and

development of Mahayans
Buddhism in Chinag that till |
foday he is venérated
as one of the incar-

nation of Lord Buddha and
Is worshipped in most of the
Chineie monasteries. Atish
Dipankar died in 1053 A.D.
-in; Ching. - T
His sacred ashes are
£till enshrined in  China.
Recently, there has been an
agreement between the Gov- |
ernment of the People’'s Re-
public of China and Bang.
ladesh to bring the ashes of-
Atish Dipankar back to

Bamnpgladesh, his obtiginal
home. The delegation who
went to China,to bring back :
the ashes was led by Mr. |
Asafuddowlal, Director Ge-
neral of Shilpakala Academy
gand Ven  Visuddhananda.
Mahatherds, President, Bang-
ladesh Bouddha Kristi Pra-
chzr Sangha, The other four
delegates are Ven, Suddhane
anda Maheathery, Dr. Moha-
mud Shsk Xorashi, Mr. |
Ashoke Ranjan Barus and }
Prof. Ranadhir Barus,
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