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~Canal- buﬂdmg

The unexplmted part of “our ‘resourcefuliiess °
is larger- than what we have been able to harness l
;fur ‘national development so far. Yet barring aca-
demic chﬂcussmns on, or at best half- hearted efforts
-at reversing our endowment utilisation pattern-we -
- could not do much else until very- recently When. ‘|
. ever a:natural calamity struck us in-fury the in. |
. herent weaknesses of our ‘monetary, inputs and .
inira=trdctural basés were at once exposed driv. |
ing -us to the dllemlna of keepmg up development
" amidst a series of contingent measures to manage
.. the crisis situations. 'The balance tlpped towards _
the “latter, rathér inexorably, and the growth-tar-" - ’
gets rroved elusive in the end. Increased food and | -
input imports that we resorted to for meeting the
' aftermath of a bad monsoon,* flood or -drought |
msrkéd by a- sermus cerezl deﬁcit. and the fore.
bﬂ&ln’fs of reduced productwlt -in the immediate
r_'tu"ure mace- us -"I'Iﬁcally dependent on external |

“help. From such ﬂnf outward’lcﬁk a dlscmcerting
thing . f-llcwed spart from others. 'The develop.
! ment’ agencies’ organxsatnonal stmctures and ope-
! rational methods got- all geaIEtI fo the persistent
-end of receiving raid with virtually little in them |
to be devoted to nelf—re]ying work, -
* We can ride out many of these grave shortcom-
E ings. ©f resource constraints, infrastructural in-
“adeguacies ‘and Orgam*:atiellal snags if we whole. -
- heartedly engage ourselves in the proposed nation-
~ wice canal] digging campaign and make it a success.
- It is good augury that dur women leaders have ex.

. -pressed thi!,t they wauld particlpate in thig muque
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land, man and water which has been 3. coveted
~-goal with us, The networks can give us a selfsus. -
" tauuug water management and utillsation base . in -
~ that this basic input will be conserved from mon. :
. soon cverflows for use in ‘the lean- season. The -
fpossibility of reservoirs coming ‘up around the .
ereder canals is also opened up. Short of a mas--
* sive fluod control and water use system - which
. cannot ‘be ‘built without extraordi.mnly generous
! . exlernal assistance, - the pmﬂt Strategy munds
‘ . very- sens1ble |
L - Beszdes 51gn1ﬁcantly, 'if voluntary par- ;-
-ticipation on ' this - scale . can - be . - accom. |
1 - plished it will certainly help untc.p the hidden-
* .- 'energy ‘and .work’ enthusiasm of our people.  The |
“local body: leaders will alse be- put to test, perhaps "
for the ﬁrst time so mach.
- In- essence “doublirg - food autp‘ut is dependent
-on. year ma nd cu Igvgggn not only on known-

craplands but An additi Ohal” areas“wﬁit:lng to-
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be reclamed Thls. purpose is to be served by ex.
cavating the silted water channels as sources of l
_the proposed ‘canals or ag the canals themselves,
;‘ ‘At the same thne many. altogether neéw canals have-
| tobeaug Inanycase ~water has to .come from:
[ - Some scurce, sub-soil or surface.- In the latter case
j the’ Water Board ought to ‘train - the rivers  as |

; ‘much ‘3s ‘they can simultaneous w:th the Iocalised ]'
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