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RIVI*BS and. canals have par.

amouuat
~agricultural system. They pro.
vide water for our irrigation
The irrigation. $ystem of a
country renders facilitv to
‘produce crops .in the dry sea.
top ana at_ the time of
droughts. - The canal digging
znd re-excavation campalgn
which launched throughout the
‘country is one of the fruitful
and pragmatic steps 10 acce.

lerate the pace of our agricul.

- gural development. It has gain.
ed increased momentum B With
the people of all walks of life

articipating in the programme.

hat is remarkable s she
. spontancous  response of “the
local people whose main phi
'losophy is to be self.reliemt 1
food and doubling the
tion of it. | _ N

The prime _objectivity”™ »f

canal digging is —expansion and.

remification of -“&rigational f{a.
gilities all over the country for
doubling the food production.
The present irngation system
of our country is not, how.
ever, satisfactory due tg the
jack of availability of water
.all tke year. The situation 1Is
. further aggravated owing to
droughts and other natural
salamities like floods, tidal
‘bore etc. Camal digging and
Te.exXcavation would give per-
manent solution to those na.
tural contingencies and cala.

inflitence opn our _ water

produc.
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mities and would conserve

round.the-year cultivation.
To make the canal digging
programme 2a success the
jowing things may have t0 be
taken 1nto consideration.

1) Canal digging programme

is- 10 be chalked out in such 3
way that peuple 0Ol ali Widils vl

life get inspiration to partici.

pate in it spoataneously and
yoluntarily.,

-~ %) Politicians and high gov.
flicizls must pariKi.

ernment oflicials
pate in the digging and = eXca.

vation motivate general
people with a sense of devo.
tion and  dedication. _

‘3) The programmes should

‘be-carried . out with the help
-and advice of the lecal people,

4) Reward may be awarded
to the areas for best perform.
anc.. )

5 Maximum people should
be benefited with the canal
digging and utmost care must
be taken so that coteries may
not en)oy the benefits.

$) The programmes must be
properly planned from: top 1o
bottom and there shall e no
room for chaos and contusion
and haphazardness, -

1) To induce and motivate the -

youths of the rural areas those
among them who would render
valuable services towards © the

successe of the programmes may

be considered for .empioyment

for regular supply for _

fol. .

in the Village Defence Party,
Ansar, Police and- other gaov.
ernment  establishments ac.
cording t¢ their ‘qualifications
and -fitness. ) .

The sole aim of cahal digging
is the conservation of wrater
which is. very much essential
iop boost our tood, produc.
tion . The irrigation

ment Board and  Agricuiture
Development  Corporation 1

- pnot sufficient to meet our fe-

guirements. Bangladesh 13,
however, bestowed with many
rivers 'and canals., It is easier
and less expensive to conserve
water by digging and excaval.
ing clzadngls-_and rivers.  If tl;g
canal di g programine cou

su:nesstuli be perfoimed that

would make water available to

the farmers for proper irrigs.
tion and they woul

'tton three or four . times™in-a
vear . from our agricul:ural
Jfands. With this end in view,
n special” project has been
taken up by the  government
in the districts of ,Barisal and
Patuakhali to produce quick
vielding rice to maximise our
food production.. Government
Is framing -and - evoltving =a

- sound agricultural plan and -

programme 10 ensure rapid
agricultural - development
popularise the slogan. - “more
water for more-food' and the

best use and conservation of

i - ___'!._#—---‘H-_—

facilities .
. 30 Far built by Water Develop.

also be-
able to produce food : produc.,

- the President appeals to

and

 water in the country.

In perspective of the cam.
patgnn it has been opined by
the ¢Xperts that it would make

On Canal Digging |

— ~Md. Rafiqul Islam ——

possible for.the cultivators to

produce the crops throughout

the yvear and save them from
the clutch of floods. The cam.
paign has multifarious utility—
preserving water for irrigation
during the dry season and
draining out flood waters dur.
g the monsoon. It~ is plau.
sible that if moribund and
dead canals can be revived

thnusands. of maunds of food .

grains are expected to be har.
vested
lands by improving rural irri-
gation system. It would not
only double our food produg.
tion but would '
prosperity and progress in our
Curdl areas.

. President Ziau: Rahman has
[aunched the programume with
the ob)ective

viable and proper irrigation

from our agricultural-’

also bring .

of establishing

sysiem whose peneficiaries will -

be chiefly the rural people and
the nation will be able to save
sufficient amount of hard.
earned foreign currencies which
we now_spend for importing
foodgrains from abroad.  $o

nation to render
operation  to make the cam.
paign a success in order to be
self.reliant in food and ensure
rapid pace of Jdevelopment of
the country.
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