L

r 9 - 'b =

el

ek - ,H‘I*

"Country-wide

—a
."'l'-'-rl'

s
R

.
il
.

T oo

L '

L

canal

digging starts tomors8w

The first phase of the peaces
ful revolution — voluntary ca-
nal-digging for doubling of food
production—initigted last yvar,
8 re-stating throughout the
country tomerrow  (Saturday)
with gn ambitious target of ex-
cavating or re-excavating about
700 canals totalling a lengih of
3,800 miles, - -

President Ziaur Rahman, who
had alregdy great pairs to ins-
pire all ¢lasses ¢f people for
Darticipating in nation bwilding
progremimes on the basis of vo-
luntary lgbot r to overcome the
handicap of resources con-
stralats, will set the pace of
this year's prograume with
formal finauguration of seven
miles long Chirlr River sroject

.18 Dipajpur district.

This yesr's sanal digging pro-
Sramme. which ‘s starting one
yoodbth earifer than last  yegr
Rims at bringicg 13 to 20 lakh
pcres under winter irrigation,

Fhe Preeldent 1y expectsd to

By A Staft Reporter '

personally initiste digging pro-
grammes of three more projects_
in Rangpur, Bogra gnd Tangail
districts Works of many other
projects In ditferent greas are
f;pected to begin Ilmultaneaus‘

Main feature of this year's C

programime is re-excavation of '
ditches alongalde nain - roads
to make these full fledged cg-
Dals for irrigaticn, drairage
and navigation " .'
On December 1 last  vear,
Prestdent 2ia indugurated the |
voluntury excavation ana re[
excavation of cunsls g3  the
first phase of his peac fut revbf.,
tution, '

Main objective of this prog-
ramme 13 to double or tripple
food production by providing
Irrigation during dry season an
crafnage during  monsoon,
Other benefits, which are ex.
pected to be derived from the.
rrogrammes, includes plantaﬂqn'

o fruit trees on the ¢
ment of the cabal gnd ;ﬁl
ture in the water, -
Basically the cun:l-digging
programme i3 based on volunt
ary lnbour, But ior the Lonefit
of poor and landles: particip.
enis, it was decided that 13 per
¢ent of the work should be on
the basls of payment in the
form «f wheat,

The progremme when start-

" od last year, generated so much

.

enthusiasm thet it had to be
expanded ¥roem otiginal tare
get of 103 cansls with totgl -
length of 600 miles and com-
mand greg of five iskh pores it

. was expanded to 230 project:

i with total leagth of 900 miles

-alid command aren of

elght
lakh acres, |

.r.
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Due 10 early monsoon works
of eight Brojects could nntw;::
€9 others could not be com.-
Pleted. At the eod of the work-
Ing sezson » totes oF 193 cgnals
With total length of 67512 miles
CFe onpays $ogls . .o

anal digging
Contd. from page 1

have been complieted. During
dry zesson these canals will ba
able to provide irvigation faci-
Uty tc 5.52 lakh acres of land
In all 3,890 pumps were pur-
thased and 2926 pumps were
distributed for frrigation from
these canals, In fact 710 puvmps
have so far becn ipstailed and
commissioned, '

According te official source
though the good effect of Iast
¥ear's canals gre exgpected to be
felt during the evming dry sea-
son, these Lad glready rerulted
in increased produciion of boro,
gus and wheat, In 1979-60 to-
tal bere production was 19 lakh
tons Lut in 1980 81 the produc.
tion had increased toc 2% lakh
{ons,

. The additlonal frrigation fa-
Cilitles that hose excavated
‘and re excavated canuls would
provide were expeited to re-
sult In gdditional food produc-
tior. ¢t 80 lakh tons valued Takg
25 crore during the coming dry
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. seasen, the source said,

OUf the total ranals comple-
ted lgst sear 38 were in Dacea
Divisicn, 41 in Chittagong, 39
in Rajshahi gnd 77 in Khulna,
These canals would rrovide irrd-
gation facllities to 105,103 geres
of land In MNacea Division
138252 sxcres in  Chittnorr
142008 acres In Rajshahi and
188,183 acres In Kbdulng,




