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“ Population explosion .

: has become a serious prob-
lem all over the world par-

‘ticularly Inn the third

'world countries In

, Bangladesh Population has
been identified as a number
one problem. All out efforts
have been made to-solve this

' problem. Almost all the

. Ministries and Divisions of

; the Govt. were given certain

' responsibilities 1o con-

"iribute to the solution ol

{ this problem. Let us now see

* whal has been done in the

' Family Planning Sector.

! - The Family Planning
Programime in Bangladesh
started in 1953 as a private
initiative. In 1960, the Govt.
undertook a pilot project for
5 years to bring 1.2 million
eligible couples into the
programme. At the end of
the programme it was found

| . that only 15 per cent of the

{ target was achieved.

During 1965-70,

-Govl. started national pro-
gramme to reduce popula-
tion gtowth rate from 3 to
2.7. At the end of the pro-

| gramme -growth raie re-

mained the same with CPR

(Contraceptive Prevalence

Rate} only 3% even though

the monetary incentive was

declared to motivate the
people. |

"~ During 1970-80. inte-

grated MCH-FP programme

- Growth remained high at
- 2.8 per cent at the end of

{ 1980. The target was 2.5.

| achieve NRR {Not Repro-
| ductive Rate) =l by 1990,
" which could .-not be
achieved. Now {he larget
year for NRR -I is 2005. 1990

cent could nol be achieved
currently growth rale is
about 4Q per cent. ]
" During the last 40 years
~ (ie 1953-93) all out elforis
l were made with both from

|

to make the Pupulatiun pol-

icy a success. At present
there are 53 thousand GOB
Family Planfing personnel
and 695 NGO's are working
. in the family planning sec-
it»::gl‘. At the initiation of the
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Programmes, the Popula- \.\
tion was about 42 million.

As per the World Bank and
other UN Agencies, Popula-
tion in Bangladesh in 1991
estimated to be 114 million
with a growth rate of 2.2
percent., o
_ It seems that the massive
amount spent on family
planning programme and
the infrastructlure and per-
sonnel did not have signifi-
cant impact on Population

growth. For example,” CPR

 has increased from 3 per

cent in 1969 to 18% in 1981
and 40 perceni{ by 1990, but
the impact has not been re-
flected in the birth rates, as-
CBR [Crude Birth Rate) and
TFR (Total Fertility Rate)
remained stagnant al
around 33-34, and 4-5 re-
speclively durin
decade. - .
BACKGROUN
Specialists are of opin-
ion that Population con-
trol, social change and eco- .
noinic development are in-
separably connected and
. influence one another. It
was agreed in the world
Population conference in
Bucharest in 1974 ‘that in
the process of development
of the developing countries
Population conirol and so-
cial-advancement are inter-
connected. This viewpoint
was supporied by data baséd
on research., Research
findings reveal (hat
"Chances of suceess of Popu-
lation control and family
planning programmes are
much grealer when co-ordi-
‘nated with other develop-
ment eflorts than when they
are carried out singly or-in
isolation." =
In view of. this,
Bangladesh has undertaken-
- Mulli-Sectoral Programmes
“wilh Ministries which are

f .

economic development

Some  specialists are of
opinion thal "Educalion is
the best contraceplion” But
in Bangladesh perhaps due

importance and emphasis
was not given in Education
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~the tralning on 'P!Spulai fon
Education, ‘the {eachers

also gained the competence.

to teach Population Educa-
lion contents in the class
room {o the students effec-
lively without jeopardising
the value system of the
communitjes. The evalua-
tion report of the project

. reveals that the project was
‘quite FlTeclIve for the solu-
lion jof the Population
problem. The class leaching

~ of Population Education.

helped the siudents to be, .

acquinted with the Popula-

.Hon problem and’ thereby
formation of right type atti-
- tudes to take rational deci-
+ slon on Population as and
~ When they will grow up and
" Wl be needed to take such
. declsions. -
' Other activities of i ntro--
+ duction of Population Edy--
- cation such as development
of Population Education
materials for Text books ac-
cording to the prepared -
curriculum, imparting
Training to the teachers and
other educators. Documen-
tation and publication, Re-
search and eviluatioh,
Preparation of Teachers
gulde ete. etc. were per-

* formed by the UNFPA as-
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" of classes IV & V of Pri
- stage of Education an

sisted project. At this stage -
{i.e from 1976 to 1980) of the
Project, besides the prepara- -
tory*activities for introduc-
tion of Population Educa-
lion, the project integrated
Population Education ma-
+ terials In the Text books on

Bengall, Mathmatics,
Science, Social Studies etc.

/

g the last

direcled towards social and,

Quarters . and P
Schopl

__.-u._._.

the
first and foresmost instru-

. ment to achieve successiul

Population Policy. Edu-

. cated.people can make in-

formed cholces and -use
MCH FP services at Lheir
own initiative, SRI LANKA,

. for example w ith high lit-

eracy rate has high CPR -
where per capita FP expen-
dilure is much less than
Bangladesh.

Investment in Education
will nol only reduce Popu-
lation growth rale but will
also alleviale other socio-
economic problems that
perpeluates high Population
growih. e.g poverty, malnu-
trition, diseases, epidemic,
unemployment - etc. Edu-
cated People have better op-

. porlunily to earn a sustain-

:able livelhood, make in-
lorimed reproductive choices
and live a healthier life.- The

ART ONE
Goyi, Policy. should have
been to invest more’ inlo

. Population (in education),

then it would become an-as-
set -instead of a problem
"Through education there is
a possibility lo overcome

. the Vicious cycle ol povertly

and unwanted Population
growlh.” | |
Family Planning should
be Aurned into a social
movemen{ and he made
more sirengthened. Popu-
lation shoulkl be regarded as
a parl of the total.develop-
mental process. Fof im-
proving the quality of life
integrated approach should
be made. g
.For achieving'the success
of Population  policy mulli- .
secloral programme eforis

- were made. The Ministry of

Education was given Lhe re-
sponsibility of introducing
the Population Education in
the formal School system of
Bangladesh.

Ty,

UNESCO. besides na[;nnal

- expertise: were utilized ef-
fectively,

" (i.e from 1980-1985} of the
Programme, there was only

. Agency UNFPA. .
The activities carried out

during the period are de-
tailed below—

All the incompiete works
of the first phase of the. pro-
gramme were carried to

. completion at this lime.

At this stage, Population

Education contenis were de-
graled ini; .

veloped and inte
the text books of Bengali,
(Mother Tongue}, Mathe-
‘Mmatics, Soctal Studies,
Science, Home Economics.
Hyglene, Food and nutrition
etc. of general Education
and arrangements were
made to teach the some in
classes from VI to XIL.

Besides, Population Edu-
cation was also introdiiced
in other branches of Educa-

. lion.such as Madrasha Edu-

cation (i.e Muslim Religions
Education), Technical Edu-+
callon Commercial and
Trade education etc.

About one Lakh of teach-
ers, teacher educators, Eduy-
cational administrators
and other. key personnel
were trained in this project
during the period. L

.\ The project had 20
(Twenty) fieid level offices
at the district head quarters

‘of greater 20 Districts of the

country. The field offices

would ‘arrange training of

teachers of. Secondary
Schools at the District Head

i rimary -
teachers at the .

-'F'I'ﬂ"-r e S HP—#“____“_!
- Seclor. Education .is

. the programme [irst phase

1

During the Second phase:

one project and one Funding

mary
d ar-

Tanged class room teaching

of the same. - .
Since the Population Ed-

‘ucation Programme of the

.
o

F

* Ministry of Education was

an Educational Programme,
it should meet, besides
meeting the objectives of
Population Policy, the aca-
demic needs which is in
confprmity with the na.
tional education policy. To

achieve these objectives,

technfcal assistance from

Thana Head quayters. The
fleld offices wouid help in

leaching and monitoring of
the progress of leaching

. learning of Population Edu.

cation contents at the local
schools, They would also

,.collect Data for research

works at the Héad, office of ¥
Population Education Jo-
cated in Dhaka. They would
feed the Head office with
Information relevent (o
Population Education, *

To be continued
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PROGRESS IN POPULA-
TION EDUCATION

The Ministry of Educa-
tion started Population Ed-
ucalion aclivities in 1976
through (wo development
projects namely--Iniroduc-
fion of Population Educa-
tion in the formal school
system of Bangladesh “and”

Population Project " The ob-
jective of the Projects was to
introduce Population Edu-
cation through some se-
lected school subjects in an
integrated way In classes
from[VtoXIV. S
There were two phases of -

continued, from 1976 to
1979 and the Second phase
conlinued from 1980 to
1985. During the first phase
two Donor Agencies funded
lwo projects, IDA funded the:
Population project and the
UNFPA funded the Popula-!
tion Education Programnie.
Since there were two
Doner Agencies, all the ac-
tivilies _ for- inlroduction of
Population Education were
divided | between them.
Populalion Education cur-
riculum for classes IV {o XII
was prepared by the IDA.
Project. This projept also:
Aarranged training for pri-
mary school teachers in six
integrated thanas of the
four Political Divisions of
the country. ;
,Since the Primary”’
School teachers live and
work among the illiterate
masses in the rural areas,
they were considered opin-
ion leaders and changed
Agents for them. Their
training was utilized to
motivale the common peo-
ple. With the ‘advanced '
training on Population Ed-
ucation, the teachers them- |
selves were motivated to!
adlopt the means for the so- |

. lution of Population prob-

lem This had the multiplier |
eflects on the masses. The
common people [lollowed
them as their ideals. With
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