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The guvcrnment plans to
march another stép towards.
‘the- _mtruductinn - of - universal
primary education (UPE) in the
country .. during the = current
' 1989-90 fiscal - year, This is the .
tennmai year of the Third Five~
Year Plan ‘which 'aims at bring -
.ing 70 per cent of children of
the age group.of six 1o ten
}fears tu*schools_ L
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. The education sector which -
‘is .getting the second mghest

. allocation- of Taka 970 crore in
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-estimated at about 1.5 crore.
«Out Jof the total
‘schools - 49,33{}53 are girls. ~At]

L

the reveniie budget” for 1983-00
has been’ given a development
outlay of about Taka 360 crore.
for implémentation of a total
of 51 projects,

. The Annual Develupment Pro
gramme document says for ex-
pediting the introduction . of

universal primary education’ 4
three: things would be. empha* !

sised in the next year. Theése |
are . enrolment of a maximum
number of students in schoo‘ls ~
reduction of the- nud-ses.uun

.
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~scrutlms_ed
Bducation

-dropout -rate and ‘improvement
of the quality of education ab
the level, "

TD achxeve theae ﬂb]e::twea
‘14 crore sets ‘of primary text
books would be distributed ta
chﬂdren free of cost and ncw
“ class Irooms cunstructed for a
total of 695 schools; Besides |
‘about . 199 -lakh . pairs ;of seat
" benches and 31.281 pairs of
chair-table would. be EuppliEH'-
o pnmary schools, -

The ADP for 1989-90. alsn prn

-'qldes for the t:jammg of over
'1.94 'lakh teachers- and educas |

tion officials on educational ads’
m:mstratmn and  management,

Apart from these, there flood
rehabnlltanun projects financed
bv the European Ecnnnrrucj
Commumtv the World Bank.?

and . JDA would be lmplgrnen'- _
Yed iduring the year.: ~>. .

ﬁﬂlclal dtatistics say, at pre-
sent slightly more than 112!
crore children are 'studying- in in !
the- 44,853 primary schools in
the - country, The number of -
primary school-age children 1&f

ch:ldrcn in

present there are four teachers
and 250 students per school:on
an average aiid.the teacher-stia- -
dent rtatio, stands at 1:D58, |
There are o total of 1,892,391
primary teachers mcludmg

33,900 female teachf-rs "

However even though the
enrnlment raie lonks attrac-
‘tive the picture look grim if
one fake into consideration the !
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dropout rate at different class
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_f'//f)* mpt educatlon ofﬁcmlé\
hmder 1ntr0duct10n of

tests wnuld be made fnr the'

PUrpose. .
Elaborating he has smd “that

candldates wuuh:l ‘apply for the

posts to. teachers to the Upa- .
" meant for doihg away with the

Committees.
would be
District ..

zila Educatmn
The ﬂpphcatmna
by the
Cnmmittees

tests would

then recruitment t

be organised through the four -

educatmn boards, On . the’ ba~ -~
“exarminations.

sis .of the test
upaz:lamlse pancls of teachers

would - be prepared ‘and the

L3

and

Upazila, Educatmn Cﬂmmltte‘.s
would be free to make appoint-

‘ments from the respectwe pa~

nels, :
The meaﬁure it ﬂppﬂﬂl"h
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alleged malpractices in the ap-
pointment of. teachers, Reports
coming from dlfferem upazilas,

“ however, also siggest that a

section of corrapt education

officials at the
are . blm:kuig the  flourishment:
of primary cducation by mis-
uﬁing the power to transtr and

- Gpazila level,

mumh)r the cfficiency of ll'n: [
teachers. The measures propo~
sed to be taken to indirectly
.conirol the _ appointment cf
‘teachers for ensuring quality
“will utiatibied!y have some po-
sitive effects. But if the gov-
srmment's ﬂbjectwe of intro-
duction of universal prunary ,
cducation in the country m 0.
be achieved, all sorts of cor-
ruption in the running of the-
primary schools should effec~
tively checked. lmmcdnale-“ it
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