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+ Construction work of 137 pil-
mary schiools Bcheduled to be
completed by June this year
has been abandoned due to
shortage of matching funds,
According to sowces in the
Ministry of Education, the Fas
cilities Department was assign

truction of the schools under
Universal Primary Education
(UPE)} programme at a cost of
about Tzka 1.5 crore,

The work order was issued in
this connection a focw months i
ago and construction of about
one third of the tofal schml& )
“as in progress

""hf' Famlltles Departmtnt
however, in an order a few days |
ago asked the contractors to
stop =all civil woiks, . |

The measure was taken as lo
cal funds to match the forelgn
funds in construciing thae
schools, could not be mobilis
ed. This has heen stated by tha
CAcilives n the Primary R
cation and Pacilities D.,part-

mcnt . }7

It has affected about twn thou
sand pecople including {eachers,
education officers, enyineers, an
chitects, pIanners and genern}
employees working under ths
project,
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An 3fficial of the Facililjcs
Department told the Times that
about sixy hundred oficials and
cmplu:, ces of the department

were facing uncertainty regard.
ing disbursement of thejr salas
rnes in the current gquavter. of
the fiscal year,

A senior executive in the Mt
nistry, however, assured thut
staff salary umh.r the pm;wl‘.
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