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. Often hkened to the backbone of a coumr_v educan
has been considered vital for individual as well as national §
. uplift. In a least develeped country:like. ours the crucial E
imporiance. of pr:mary education ' cannot. be ?
overemphasised. Educanﬂn at this level enables a student toi
acquire the essential minimum of khowledge.about the
., world around so that he or she'can be a better informed and {
‘mofe conscious person. Here comes the questiori as to wh}f!
should not all be given ihe Opportumty to get instruction. ’
Such an argument is morally tenable- but impossible o .
lmplcmcnt In our situation. Hence,- though the goal has r

“.been to impart, primaty education Lo all the pcople it
¢ continues to be an unfulfilled dr{:dm , g

; - That the state of th*; sector has becn far from |
_|: nusf actory is evident from a recent news item. Agcordlng,
! 1o the-report 2.5 lakh chﬂdrcn arc deprived of pnmary |
{
uedu{:duon in Chandpur 939 government and” nori-
, government primary schools in .seven upazilas of the zila i
; have been facing manifold problems for a long time. There
? are six lakh children of school-going age there and Of them |

3,50,000 arc able to attend classes while the rest 2 50,000
§are deprived of education,’ Shanagc of teachcrs has been g “
ascribed (o this SOITY stitte: there are 3950 *;antn oncd p(}sls .,
of teachers of which 200 are lym'g, vacanr As-the schml f
buildings constructed during the pre- l:berauon period 4nd-
1some cven during the British rulq obviously. they: bearthe
marks of time. These arc now in 4 dilapidated state. and
isome are really on the- verge of collapxc Some'schools
thave o doors and wmdowe Of course: there are s.omc new
| z-,chml buﬂdm"s but thesc are far too Tew. If we take the
Chandpur rcport for a random ';amplc then the OVCI'ZIH |
{situation of- this sector would not secm bright. " .
f_ Not 1o speak of advanced nations of the world, even Ihc
'newly industrialising mumnu; of Asia Taid’ cmphaqi% on

cducating ihe masses ‘which poh(,y has siood then in £00d ]
fsicad-— l\mca mean Singapore .md Honhg Kong h;m,i

taken off cwnonmally BCSldLb the pmblcm of
ovcrp{)pu]ftuﬂn also stands-tackled in thesc coumncs

Fentified as the number on¢ nationat problem, papul..luon
cp.plﬂc;mn 1S the smglc biggest thidat to our.well-being. The
thigh rat¢ of dcmogrdphlc .growth. ‘mest unfdvoumblyl
tinllucnces the socio-economic development of the country. i

!I[ IS common knowledtrc that. primary cducation can

produce belter conmous mothcrq who can hely p hmu ¥ dmﬂy
M SI/C . ) '

Begum Khaleda Zia herself will. be-in charge of it. This
would indeed be a welcame qlcp in this country whcu.
literacy, r-nc:. 15.0nly 25 per cent, 11 IIETHL}' ‘15 a bar t’o‘ﬁauml rI
pm‘:}wmqsva:ﬂn only *irfteracy; drives thmugh’ pﬂllﬁdr\.’d
icduuuon could rid the naucn of this Scnurge Now that a
separate mlmstry for.this purpose IS going to be setup tme
may expect morc attention (o this sector. ' -

l " Observers fecl that the ¢stablishment of the proposcdf'

ministry for pnmdry cducation is afoot 4nd Prime Mlnl';tt,rI

B

[ Itis hcmcmng that prcpamt:on for qeum I up a scpamlc
j
i

.

ministry a]one will not bé enough 16 remove the snags and
fapses:the aecmr is beset with. Attention to the lack of -

) physzcal Tacilities should also be given in right eamest for -
treaching the goal. S




