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.THE

in the non Governmeni 240
lic Libraries of the coualry
showds in e:lipsz the brilliant
past of the Library . movencil
in Bangladestt. As  /mentidoud
elsewhers the first four. Jdistrict

Jibraries wore set up under pii-

vate initiative at Barisal Beogra,
Jus<ore and Ronepur, as early a3

1984 Althousgh this demonstiates
over a hundicd and thirty cears
traedition in Jiorary developmernt

in thie country, mauy a nal gov-

crment ‘ibrary has lately detenio

rated muth, .
A very  brilliant  exagmple

Setsup i 1912 Oy Q

Comilla,
yhilauthropist  of

famous
dra Bhitlacharya. the Rammala

|in a buildina in 1933 when it
was named ufter the mothec of
late . Mohesh Battacha-ya Dam:
mal Devi, TJhe Library Wwas
fins'y meved to its oresent two-
storiest buiding df  Iswar
Patisoia,

Whea § visited thic L:brary in
198> 1 found the licrary in o
The Almiralis

uncarsd stats
packesd.up with rare sancrit
Looks and scripts and oiher
bock« nf ceneirsl interest, cover-
led with ‘dust @nos* ol 'which
rejuamed unused for vears, |
was tald that the total num'l‘e;r
of books and scripts wuas Owvey
twenty thousand pioviding a
he:ven for the researchers but
for lack of proper mainteninge
ond facilities ‘it has almost de-
fcated the purpose,
I Thus the patronage and anthu
Siasm of the philanthropisis and
‘cducated class  witnessed even.
in th: wanine Briish neriod in
the field of library development,
is 2lmast anissing in the recent
years Evern the traditional
titraries in mMost c¢as-s e "IOW
- thrivineg on Jbnited membership
fees partly putic donations and
tok-n covermmeit grants, The
impourtance lud by the govern-
ment in the past-indépendence
first Svewear »lan for rhe dJdeve-
lopn:eni of some of the tradi-
tional librarizs provided an eXx-
- ception, . n
There had not been much in-
) yestigation into the actual state
of these librariés until it wnms
foreign assistan-
programme by Mr Parke~
This survev culminating io the
Porker Report revealed a larae
gap between actual requirernant
of thece librariec and coilections
: through the non-government
sources. Collections from userw
fas suhscription and mem
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'l‘HE gecent deteriorating tvend

is
provided by Rrmmata Libray in

the
distrigt . tate Mr, Mzhesh Chan-

library and Myavum was Ioused

bership
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fees, according to the - Report
stands for ten per cent white
collections through commercial
activities account for two per
cent only.

EDUCATION COMMISSION

REPORT :

The National Education Com-.
mission set up immediately aito
independence described the over-
all condition of libraries as ‘de-
plorable’ in its report nub
in Mav 1974 and released in Oc-
tober 1975, 'The report proposed
as a national target the setting
up of a nationwide network of
Public Librarvy service points se
+ conveniently situated that a rea-
der need not'
mile to find one. Taking inin
acccount the socio-economic ¢in
dition now prevailing In tha’
country this ‘national target’
envisaged by the commissico
would appear too 'ambitivas 2
oroposal to achieve In  necar
future, Of course amongs Its
other . recommmendations tho
Education Commission laid greas

walk more. than 4

007

Raishahi as well as meeting the
additional space problemg ol
Central Public Librzry and the
<xisting Divisional Public Librg-

ries at Chittagong and Khulna,

-all of which _has since been
either fulfilled to @ mreat extens
;:r dtaken up at government
evel. *

Simultaneously similar alicn-
tion to the private sector libra-
Hies will help improve the pire
vailing situation to a great eX-
tent. A welcome signal has al-

~ ready been provided by the in-

clusion of some of the wrivate
sector district level librarvies in

the First five-vear plan for
development.  Some of these
ibraries beargs a  traditional

backgiound Following the exam-
ples set by the Key Plan and
subsequent social welfare sche-
mes In the preindependence
period some 15 district-level lib-
raries came under the post-inde-
pendance first five-vear develop-
ment plan. ¥ -

strese on setting up of a -mi-r,/mmsm_. PUBLIC LIBRARY
2

sional-level - Public  Library

- - pemlbd r

the
points of time.
tions in the
level
development

to - 17,000

_mncludﬂ) .

'
f

. tion made by Mr. Al,
son of Bogra Mohammad Ali of
their’' rich family library collee-

late sixties of the
present . century the

the Library was much elevated

i: After independence this library {
was classed. with ten district
non=government
to receive funds for the eipan
sion of library-
purchase of books -furniture and
equipment in thf first five years. .
plan.
stock of this librarv was ralsed .
volumes and jt used
to serve 1,300 users at the close
of the first plan period. (To be

——l s

One of*the four ioneer libra,

mecul.ﬂi L ‘

Mr. JN. Gupta 1.CS District

Magistrate and the
~ the District Gazetter Bogra and |
Maharaja ‘of Kakina all of 1
whom provided patronage and -.
made generous contribution 10~ .
wards the growth and develop- *
ment of the librarv at different

authoy of \

With the dona-

Harmad Al

status of

_.j.-l-ilﬂ-l"-' . -

libraries

building .and

The book-

g e !

‘about 10.000 vol

e

ries of Bangladesh the Barisal
Public Library was foundcd by
Mr. Kemp 1.C.S. the then Dise

trict Judge of Barisal in 1854,

The old and dilapidated Lib
building was taken up for reTr-
vation and _improvement atter a
century of its birth in iate fiftics
under the initiative of the then
Deputy Commissioner Mr. S.M.
Usman, C.S.P. .-
velopmant "otrider endenge d
strides the ar
Fublic Library was o
as one of the five non-Govern-
E:nte Ptubhfl _ LiRTrarliiea for deve-
ment under the firsty Live-year
plan Each of these t N
was to receive 3.50 lacs for con-
struction of building and 75
lacs for the purchase of books
furniture and eqQuipmen’,

According to Parker Report
the Liberary records a sgnctio-

pned amount of Taka 320000 of . °

which Taka 1.50.000 was alloca-

ted for construciion woiks bug -

tpe amount spent upto the pe-
riod of the said Report totals
62.300}- of which only Taka 11.000

was spent on construction. This -

vepresents only 19 per cent of
the sanctioned amount
itself represents only 64 per cent

of the amount provided in the
" project proformai-. B
Barisal non-government

stock ol

The
Public Library has a
_ gs and a staff
of cight of which™only one 15 a

graduate professional and serves

e total number 55 users.

Four other librarics indu{ied. '

in the same proiect involving
eonstruction of . building and
purchase of books and  ~guid-

ments are Muslim - Institute:

Public Library Mymensingh;
ti Public Liprary Chit-
tagong Hill Tracts; lazi Nazru)
Pathager Patuakhali and Nos
khali Public Library. 7

WOODBURN PUBLIC
LIBRARY BOGRA .

Another pionecer library sct up
at Bogra town bearing the name
of the Lieutant Governor of
Bengal between 18981902 pro-
vides a brilliant example
of public endeavour in the
advancement of cducation and
culture through Ilibraries. Foum

ded by one Mr. Roval by the

tiver Karotoa the library un-

- derwent . multiple changes with

the passage of time. Ii has
associated with it the names of
Mr. T.P. Larking 1.C.S. the
Pistrict Collector of Bogia w
1890, Nawab Abdus Sobhan Cho-
withury known as the Nawabp

'F‘.u‘_'-

|

undertaken

libravies

which |

¢f Bogra Nawabzada Altaf AH

See col. 4 oL
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