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rolment of girl studen
in secondary schoqlsr
exceeds target

Staff Correspondent

female
The enrolment of the |
students in Secondary schools of

" the country exceeds its target by. 3

illion under the Female Secon-
E:tlu]j: School Assistance Project.
launched to ensure Women Em-
powerment and reduce the Gender

| Disparity that prevailed in the .. The ~Bangladesh Observer,. the

' government has so many projects

country over the centuries.
Experts ~ said. thir:y‘ already
reached 3.5 million ‘Girl ~Years

instead of the target of 3.2 million:

] he
it 1999, The Girl Year m&‘.ans.t‘
:!ilncaliﬂn of stipend for a gl

- student for each academic year.

already g

With 'a view to ensuring the

However the World Bank is

pressing upon the government {0
run the project under public sector

finance, since it is one of the most |

successful project in the Educa-

] ' ith the
tion Sector. Disagreeing wit |
p:mpdsal made by the bank .a .

highly placed official source told

to*run even in the \face of _hug]a |
financial constraints. So it s ai-

most  impossible . milaunnh the
project undeT the public sector. .
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. Under the project 14 la .
male students of 4958 secondary
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Enrolement
(From Page 1 Col. 3)

have 2 fertlity rate of 3.3 com. -

pared to that of 4.4, who are com-

" pleting “primary school - thereby

worsening the fertility decline in
the country, |
Admitting  the fact Tahmina
Khatun, the Headmistress of Ka-
kanhat Girl’s High School in Ra-
jshahi told a' group of newsmen
that the tate of early mamiage as
well as drop outs from high
schools was declining - abruptly
following .the introduction of the
Stipends since 1994, During a
visit to Rajshahi under Godagari
thana this Correspondent along
with othér, newsmen found a huge
enthusiasm among the teachers

and the students of Godagari
Thana.

- Prior to the introduction of the '
Stipend System almost 30 per cent
of the female students got married
whereas at present the rate is only

' in 118 thanas
school and madrasas in- 1 anas
under the. non, metropolitan dn:_tgs, .
of the country -availed the stipends
for 1ast few years.. The 68 mithen 1

sustainability of the women rdﬂ;
velopment across the country - al
- present the government. is plan-

e e pears. The seven-year. U dollar Poject vas faunched o € reviding franeial s, Who '
u“t:‘?§dﬁg§ﬁi?;imnﬁnce?j- Project will- -, -have béngficial impact on lestiit ' - 200 students out of 250.
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According to the condition of
the financial assistance for female
secondary students, the eligible
students will be unmarried and
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Despite a lot of domestic works
I am happy to attend my .classes
regularly, as at the end of each
three months I can save my sti-
pend money in the bank as well as.
-} can leamn the banking system"
said  Sultana Khatun, eldest
daughter, who looks forward to
become a teacher.

. In spite of all-the facilities the
Headmistress said that stil they
had to give a ot of efforts to make
the parents understand about the
necessity of sending their daugh-

* lers to the school. Moreover n

. = Class Nine and Ten the stipend

MOREy. are not sufficient to bear

' all the expenses of.their books and
tuition fees of the school.

- Pointing out the fact of the de-
creasing number of male students
in some co-education schools of
the country the ¢xperts empha-
| sised the need for new research to

measure the impact of the project -
as a whole. '




