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1r HE destiny of B;_mgl&desh
| 1§ reties on the kind and con- .
i of education our

obtains. He who domi-
content of

society
nates and :guides the
education of any society domi-
nates
. After a period of two centuries,
&f British colonial rule, “our in-
stitutionalized: education has
had only one objective: (o0 West-

ernize -the Bangladeshis elite’ in,

thought,

perceptions .and con-
duct. The subjects offered,

the

curriculum, the textbooks,. the

structure of courses and the sys-

“tem . demonstrate the ,aims. of

Bangladeshi higher education

intended for Bangladesh and

manufactured by Britain. -

.. The entire operation iS pur-
sued for the purpose of interna-

tionalizing "knowledge”, which

- actually represents the interna-

tionalization of European know-
ledge without in-depth.conside-
fation for the knowledge, cul-

ture, past and contemporary’

civilization, and .philosophies of
the Asian societies. .

For example, comparative
analysis indicates that the con-
tribution of Islamic civilization
to human progress have survived
the test of history. It has con-

] tributed significantly to the
irth of modem technology, par-

-

their opinions and-
perceptions. ‘

- ¢lite at the University of Dhaka,

-IF

Muhammad Azher Zafar Shah.

‘ticuiarly in science and mathe-

matics. .

After the First World War, the
colonial authority recognized
that it coutd not forever -occupy

its South Asian territories as the

movement for independence ac-

celerated. Thus the British con-

sidered an alternative that would

uphold their links with their

“ eolonies when the latter obtain

formal independence.

Handsome scholarships were’

extended for the training of

South Asian personnel in British

institutions td equip them for,

the’ future ‘administrative vacan-

_cies.. It was planned that the cul-

tural ‘and economic relationship
between the metropolitan power
and the colonial territory shouid
not alter due to political decol-

. onization. Academic institu-

tions, such. as the University:of

- as well as the:pnlitii:al,.:. bureau-

cratic and -cultural elite’, pro-

- duced by it, appear to be too sat-

iéﬁed.wi_ih the status-and privi-,
‘leges: flowing from the system for .

formulate and implement the
fundamental reforms required to
prevent our_society from plung-
ing into the abyss of anarchy.

' Our post-colonial ‘national

experience has demonstrated that -

our most desired goal, that of so-

cio-economic development, is -
~ still a mirage, in spite of the rit-

ual implementation of all devel-

. opment “printiples, niodels and

Dhaka, were established to-create .

a new indoctrinated status quo.
What Britain understood: and

ucation in our country was based
upon the Oxford model. The

‘Westernizing influence has’ been
total in its impact, with disas-

trous results for the politics and
economics of our society. ©
The contémporary academic
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_possessed - was provided to’
Bangladesh in its content and
- _ operation: The higher seat of ed-
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concepts formulated at Anglo-
American academic and financial
institutions and “validated" sci-

entifically. .
. The implementation has been
by--Bangladeshis educated in:
Bangladeshi institutions copied.
.from- the Brisish models, by An-

glo-American academics and

" technocrats, and by Bangladeshis

educated in British and North
American Universities. The in-
applicability of Anglo-American

" socio-economic formulas to
‘Bangladeshi underdevelopmen

is now beyond debate. -
“The fundamental cause of our

present tragedy is the miseduca-
L tion of our ‘decisiqn-making

elite. All atterpted curse for our
national diseas¢ have failed be-
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cause each diagnosis is incorrect. -
_ *During the era of colonialism, .

the West controlled us with their
armed forces, but now they dom-

inate and exploit us through .

subtle and effective thought

control. This is the age of rule by
. ideas. If our society 1s to get on

the right track, it must under-

take * voluntary physiological

ecolonization first.

The academic elite must ébﬁn; -

don its obsession with not rock-

ing the boat, and its preoccupa- |

+.

k
]

_tion. with job security and the.

survival of our language (it is

 not threatened any longer). What
:we need is a new Bangladeshi so-

lution for the Bangladeshi prob-

lem. : .
It is time we did some intellec-
tual soui-searching, returned 19

our cultural roots, and rejected

the formulas of Oxford Univer-

sity and the World Bank which
are designed to continue n€o-
colonialism. . :

We require a system of higher

education that fits our own. €n-
vironment. The present syslem

produces graduates who- either

form a misinformed ¢lite or ex-

pand the horde of frustrated and

disillusioned unemployed.

.? too late?

Can the pljesent?academic elite
rise to the occasion, Hbe,fure it is.
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