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“SURAT:
'that an ancient and unique institution

 €Xists In thc highly cﬂngested city of -
v § § arts“and literature. ‘The Fatimi Im-

gms, history talls us; had purity and "

"

vf:ry few ‘people knnw

Surat
_The defeaiiing noise of men and

: r;rn.f;u.:lnne and nverﬂnwmg drains hard—

4 Al ;amea—Tus-Smﬁah
{-"academy, which is the 1:.\:1!3,r unwersny
i for over “half a’ million. Dawoodi "’
} Bohras in the couniry, situatéd at the
| Deodi Jhampa bazar; a busiest partaf
| - thissilk " ¢ity. Do

.+ The Jamea (the Arah:c name fur

. charge
: wholly by the head fo.the community, -
.{-Dt#Syedna . Mohammed- Burhanud- -

ly pmvlde a. backgmund for an mstltu- -

'jSDI‘I’IE ﬂf whnm had ruied Nunh Afnca

and Egypt. The Fatimi Imams Dynas—
ty is .renowned: for - its‘ patronage 10 .

truth- as their primary objectives:
-To them goes the credit .for fan

. I-'. : Ir
IR o r"r .1, T

| students Could buy mcknacks and a

')

laund*nmat m ‘the. makmg

.r

-

AS one entcﬁ the precints, what
smkes one” most. is the  cleanliness.
. ‘Eveérything about the institution -is
sp:r.:k and span And thcre is 2 clocks:

‘tion‘of higher leartiing yet there itis: - elaborate éystﬂm of ; educition ; and like prcmsmn il its. affalrs

- Arabic

academy or unwersuy) held in high
esfeem by the world scholars, attracts
stidents . from all over the world,

" Today, it has 700 students, both boys_

and girls; pursuing higher ‘education

t on Islamic-vaiues- and I:tf:rature and
“.modern’ sc:enccs T

Ever}lhmg IS. prnvtded frcc of
the -expenses bemg borsie

-din., the 52nd Dai. ‘of the ‘Bohras.

£ The first questmn that arises is why

“on-earth is a great institution kept’in

such a surmundmg'? “It is for a'good.
f -reasnn says Prof. Ebrahim Shaikh,-a

‘senior teacher of ihe academv “Itis-a
1 hallowed “ground” he said and ex-
i} plainéd that nine of the Doat (Rever-

- réd . preachiers) lived,” preached and
| 'taught heré. ‘And it was here thai
I|.-Syedna. Abdeali Saifuddin the 43rd
{|. Dai- (Religious_hcad)- cstablmhed ‘the’

institution around 1300 A.D. (Hem:e

.the location is predestined)..

1Tht: Dawnﬂdl Bohras tradluﬂn

traces 1S origin to the Fat:ml Imams,

| g'llTlES

upbringing.. Al- Azhar, unwf:rsﬂy, said:”
to "be the uldest institution of' the -
‘community, was fuﬂnded in'970 A.D:

‘In. 1005 A.D. Fatiri Imam Al-
-Hakim, fnunded the house of. ""\Clﬂﬂﬂﬂs
. in Calm which attracted many mtel-

S &

- lectuals. of the wnrld S S

Two hundred years later, the head-
quarters- of the’ organisation was

shifted to Yemen. Later India-offeréd

a cungcmal atinosphere and environ-
ment for the devclnpment of Fatimi -
culture; Thus, about 400 vears. ago,
the seat of the” ﬂrgamsatmn came to,
Imi;a and .received a warm welcome®
from the rilers of various states. With

_ the m1granls canie théir renowned-

library of manuscripts, h]SlDI‘) litera-

ture. After a peripatetic existenice, ‘the i
system - was mstltutmnahsed in- the’

early 1800 1n’ ‘Surdt. o T
For ‘a cnmmumty known for its

religious orthodoxy it is surprising to

note that the academ}* in 1ts outlook’

as well as in-work, i a happ}' btend Uf

-th old and the. new.
‘It 1s housed in: five : magmf’ icient -
_blocks, some of ,which are. yet to be’
 fully. cumpletﬂd It provides every

conceivable famhty for study . and
complele with ‘an under-
ground ‘swimming. pool : for the girl
students.
hustcl is a garden a smal! shnp where

1.
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‘On the oof of the boys -

< The rlﬂ‘itltutlﬂlﬂ admlls students af—
ter a ngumus test. Nnrmally students.”
‘joins after he has passed the seventh
standard. The duration of the entire
study is 11 years® divided" into’ ftwo

phases. Arabm English and French'.

Lﬂnguages aré . taught beIdES the
mndern smﬁnces

Th;mmt 1mprc55wr: is 1hf: lan guage
hbrar) where pnzed manuscnpts arid
. sonde 3. 500 cassettes are "available.
. The pnmary “idea nf developing. an
"elaborate library is ‘o teach-the sti-"
-dents the correct ‘methiod. of reciting
the Quran. D1scnurses of 51 Dam are

- I-’. L]
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alsﬂ stored. Ve

‘Trué to a h:ghl} regnmenmd com-
umty the academy is strict in disci-
pline of the students As the academy
authorities’ say, the emphaa:s i5 not'
¢ Just - inteliectual ‘training but streng-
lhEﬂll‘I g the moral fibre so as to induce

SPOTItaneous self-discipline and cultl-.

vate human values .o

H 1

Students who * gmw up and study
_here are therefure msulated against
" the modérn vices. Ttis no exagpera--
tion to say that the boys and gitrs who
pass long years heré hardly see each

‘other for more than a couple of times:

{t’cuts both ways. while it can't be
demed that the punlan appmach help

_pcup!e ce

-passing thrﬂugh the campus the work

ll-lb HA’I‘IGL’F%DFSH ’_OBSERVEK \

-*i."-

keep the }uung from vtces it alsu
stifles & bit the intellectual growth as‘i‘
one-could leatn from the history thé 1
intellectual ‘giants of the world grﬂw{
_up in! : the most liberal , atmmphﬁre

Yet,! again¥when one thinks of’ the-

growing Tumber-of our youths going:

astray ; by ‘the indiscrimindte mdulg- :
ence in drugs and ‘sex one can’t help a: q
snﬂakmg respect for the the stnctnﬂss E

" of the msututmn -

L "“_ .uj,
0 'Laﬁ
Studcnts “whn pass from here. arel
absorbed :§m . commupity | works,/"
teachmg "and bumness The Dﬂw{mdlt
Bohras - are prcdummcntly business’
.ﬁffi

- "
R ¥ '*“

.Thﬂ acadr:my 1S, recngmse:cl by ‘the, -
international Baccalaureate Orgﬂmsa-
tion {IB) which is itecognised by.- 85 ;

L

'umversmes in five continents. .- ;

The 3 attempt of the ‘academy is t0
make “the ¥ ‘campus a scif-containec |
town apart The -campus is ‘greer
spnnkted with fountains where tran-.
quility reigns. The visitors on entf.:r]ng
the - campus_forget that just out of.
carshot is the maﬁdamng crowd and
one uf the busiest thnruughfares m,
Indla v .?..rl e i

m-_-..i,

S

" Mr. Ka:ser Manas a '-_‘-Elllﬂl‘ mem:’
ber of the community, said that Lhe i
Jamea” had requested the mummpal.
authunues to ban the small by-lane-,

to make’| the campus a-model could:
begm Il is hoped'that this aricient’
seat of- lt:armng would stili grow to be.

a jewel in the:country. Courtesy: The_
Times of India.- :
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