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tem -of a country primarily in-.
cludes information- institution,
-~ jand “services--libraries, archives,
documentation ‘and information
centres and services icluding in--
formation policy fnnnulatiﬂn._ in
frastructure building, application
4 0f new technologies and library.
and intormgstion ‘man-power deve
flopment. Tlhese institutions = are
basically reservoirs of informa-
tion materials lying in documen
tary form, They are the custodi:
ans- of the documentary -herit
age of a nation. It is only on
.grounds of difference in texture
of materials that have resulted.
in the dévclopment of these in-
stititions’ on diverse patterns in
‘modern times. Hepce their func
| tional differences often’” remain
-, | confusing to the general.people. .
I Informarion in the present day.
world is not only a national re
source vital. for scientific, econo
mic, educational and cultural
progress, lut also the .mediurm
of ~social communication. It is
thercfore, necesszcy to plan the
national information ‘system “sys
-tematicallv -to ensure, .through..
i_thbe - coordination of the various -
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individual ¢lements,
use.. of the ‘available . resources

“and _facilities. .In the absence 'of

prover- cootrdination the . manage
ment - of information is bound
:t0 be handled -in an-incoherent

-manner. which” will .result.  in

duplication. of cffofts;
The' naiional -information -sys-

tem 10 its;modern sense  that
constitutes the - library—archive

network of- information storage
retrieval znd . dissemination was
noi in ‘existence during the Br

‘tish days in the  sub-continent.

The - All-India -conference of lib-
rarians for. the first time met at
Lahore .in 1918 from January 4—-
§ and discussed matters relating
to reciprocity among libraries,
compilation £ catalogues, books
and: manuscripts: and - training
needs. etc..local public libcarfes,
however, giew mostly out _of
private enthusiasm and patron-

-age.-and were .managed- locally,

Informaticn materials such as.
books; iournals -and .periodicals .

» -Were procured not so much on
local. needs of the' . users, but

mostly - fur adding the

t existihg
collections. - w

.
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National Archives of India). Fur-
ther the record rooms remainet’
attached to the

———

The acadeinic. lib:_'_qr_ihgﬁf‘_stja
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_ _ permanent
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3 maximum comine up as the appendages of

the institutions but were not
developed proportionately in.
line with them, The establish-:
ment of the Imperial Library of
Calcutta was however a great step
in the field of library develop-
ment in the British. India.

Under the Press and = Registra.,

tion of Buoks Act of 1867, copies|
‘of publications within the then!
Britisl: Indian Empire were sent i
-to the India Office (Office of -
the Secretary of State for India
—how India Office Library and

Records which is a part of the .
. Bnitish Library) for preservation -
.~ In archival field the concept
of modern records management -
.particularly for meeting nationa)
requirement regarding appraisal -
sclection and retention of re-

<ords, their conservation and

scientific documentation wag zb-

sent.. In those days the creator
of records was the selector and -
custodian and conservation prac-
tices were old-fashioned and .
archaic. During the imperial fule
the central storage of records .

come into existence which be-
. .came .the {mpeial Records * De-
O See gEL‘ % - ‘ ‘

eacidification
conserving non-
records (¢) use of:
paper. and ink for!

agencies of the provincial .and
local governiments, 4

vincial level to establish public

tive, The ‘central government

- being located far away the tlien
' eastern wing (present - Bangla-
| desh) was mostly deprived . of
| the growth of the archive-library
- infrastructure that took place at
the national leve] during the
period. The Cnp; Right Ordinan-

| ¢&¢ under the aKistan regime
was a step taken towards the

- establishment - of a national
ary in the western part. Since
then i1t was concerned only with
book deposit, the
responsibilities
rary in its rea
bsefnt,, . , - :

{ JA\Her the independence of
(- Pangladesh, there js obviously
the gradual flowering of . |
national institutions in ¢f
of the giowing nation
ness. The cuuntiry is al
-§ed with a national mugeym est
ablished under an ordinance and
a national library and 2. nation.

al archives which are " vet’
operate fully. The Natiof | Are

uve Ordinance of i

doubtedly a3 1s
for proper
--within .the ;
of old.
libraries with
of -

of a national Iib-
I Sense remained

f

al aware-
ready bles

Ce - un-
2 meanmingful step taken
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the Publjc )

¢ country has ex.

Newl establishe¢
partment of Pﬁblic ished

~in the country.- Th
_of~Archives and L for

sponsible for

Libraries] .
Irectorate
and Libraries is re. |

| romotion -of
: _bnﬂk production in the cnuntgy
In spite of all these develop-
“ments in the post-independence |
period a national informatio 1
system worthy of its name, ig} .
WEANE AT
INF 1
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. At present the libra 5V
in Bangladesh jg g mzlyﬁdinfrlﬁ
, mcntal concemm “and’ there are
| weaknesses in our information
. 8ystem. .There is no- agency to
| coordinate the activities of the
Ous igstitutions -that ‘consti. |
 the library systam.. The
function of the central coordinat
v will include develop.
" mevelopment of . irfformation '
agencies having central coordinag
ing the library .hrTshr mcf vbkyg
Ing body wili include develop-
ment of information '
having centra]
and central data
gonservation,
tion for retrieval andg
Purposes, resource sharing
P internally and externally, train.
‘g for information personnel
holding of seminarg and exhibt
tions and promotion-
production. In .other words, the |-
national library services: will |
include the functions and are tof .
be rccognised on legal - basis. { -
m the point of view of Bang
ladesh’s requirement, it is 1e-
ccssary to have a-national librg.
iy with its authority to coordi. )
nate. assist and develop the b |
brary facilities within the: coun.
try. The libra ; legislation, as
ponted out earlier, will have s §
veral components such as legal |
deposit regulation, functions of
the national library as a central
! .| coordinating agency in library
. wnatters and the management of
‘public libragica. ' v
. - Bangladesh has made ap achle:

vement jn having its nati
orary huildin &mmnauunal n

|
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Crdinance of 1983 js &
ANRve

in the field of erchive
winsiration, vet the  central
storage facifity is still to be -de-
veloped. Hence there is -obvious

difficulty of permanent preserva-

tion Of archival Rowiémie
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During the Pakistan *Deﬁud. g
altempts were made at the pro-

librartes under government. initia

libr- “inf
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archival;management ; , developing ~Countries have g ¢

rger 4 CTucial 7 ave

: Bangladesh Parishag 4 'all national devel

face difficulty they function on
brary func., trictly traditional lines |

tional Iibrary

permanent records and  docu. &
ments, {d) gradual automation|
and " introduction of ‘COmputers
for storage, dacumentation and ”
'rn:]t;newﬁ tpurpo;lgs_,l ( g')j central’

crophotographic laboratory, (f
effective I:ﬁ'gll..iugraphic cnrgtlél}
- &nd central data bank, bibliogra-
‘phical programme as means to
4n access to information, (g) in.
troduction of standarised records '
Tnanagement manual for proper
management of current and |,
dormant national and loeal re.
cords, . (h; traiming facilities for
amhmgts. i ]

me inédall_- branches of P humanf

_ t century has y

a n?mmdgus 'knnw?edge e:?:g

sion’' and side by side with jt the

growtl: of technology for quicker

ggggnngnun Aret?ieval -and  dis.
nation. As for examp
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er ft should be pointe
cut that the National Libpr:;-g ?g
role to Play.:in"* over.
opment in Lbr"f
H#wever, they wil
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