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Formal And Non formal Educatlon

\UR - general- education from
primary o university level is

sstill too theoretical to need any men-

tion. It is so theoretical that it has
perhaps no relationship with life and
iving. Even in this system of formal

“education only about 30 per cent of
.the people receive education. They
100

remain, as mentioned above,
divorced from the realitics of life.

“ The rest 70 percent of the people are

{ left to their fatc. They hardly attain

. -l il adp om0k .. -

L

‘we need.

any skill"to efficiently conduct the

Cavocation of their ives: because noft-

formal education for these people
has not-been organised in the scale
in fact,
.organised as yet in @ meaningful way.
“The net result is that development of
human resources. is tou low to pro-
“duce significant surplus for invest-
ment towards cconomic develop-
ment of our countrv: Hence we are
so poor. In order 1o break through
this poverty we “should summon all
our. intelligence and energy to ensue
an’ educational revolution.

As education and Irﬂmmg holds

the goden kev 1o economic develop-

ment we should bring our system of
education, both format and non-

formal. 10 closer examination so that

we can dcvelup our sociely in a real
sense thrnugh ﬂhjcmnq "education
and wgatning. If we cap develop an

effective svstem of education, both

format and non-format. we wnulcl be
able te land in a prosperous society
sooner than expected.

The questmn is how to organise
and build an effective formal and

non-formal education system, to cov--

er the whole population from the

“point of view ofvocational/function-

it could not be'

L

, . Ahul Quasem °

al, technical and hlgherfresearch
education. The probiem is gigantic. -

‘But we have 1o accept the, chalicnge
lest we as a nation should not stumn-'»

ble and fall victim to dependence on
foreipn aid in this regard as well.
The formal education from prim.
ary to university level should be
related to objectives of life. scignce
and technology. The curricula should
be framed in such a way that students
of primary level as well as higher

level should not find any difficultv to’

settle down in the pursuit of produc-
tive activities when they leave editea-
tion arema 1 enter practical life,

irrespective of the fact that the. get -

out with success or drop-out. The
tdea is that néither any human re-
source should remain underutilised

from the production point of view
nor the expenditure incurred on the

education of an individual by the
guardian and thc Government
should go waste. In other words,
whatever one learns fﬂrmaH} shnuld
be precious little for earning one's
hving. This speaks of a total bias
towards life-oriented education.

In the case of formal education,:

from infant class to the university
level, the curricula should include
the study on our surrounding and
environment, art and music, creativ-

ity and productivity, life and living,

man and material, flora andi fauna,
history arid peogpaphy, society and
social instifution, economics and eco-

. 1omijc pstitution, calture and cultu-

ral institution, science and-technolo-
gical . institution. and. above all,

know-how of effective utilisation of

-.
_natural resources for our advance-
meft. At the university level the
emphasis should be laid on reasearch
education. All problems of the coun-
try should attract the problem-solv-

ing-attitude of the universities — be
is scientific or technological, econo-

mic or political, sociological or cultu-
ral, , environmental or ecological.
producitve or distributional, admi-
nistrative or organisational ete, At
the lower levels it should be function-
al educatioh.so that if a student draps
cut or leaves the educational institu-
tion, he becomes |mmcdmtel}' a pro-
ductive agent of society. Thus formal
education from the primary to the

uny ersity level will deal with art and

crait, g.-;klll and expertise, science and
technology for living a successful life,
howsoever small it may be. In other
words, formal education should be
organised with the "conscious and
definite purpose for increasing the
quaiity of life of the cducated of

. primary. secondary or higher levels,

Non-formal education has become
equally important for.Bangladesh in

"as much as more than 70 per cefit..

people of the nation continue. to
remaity outside the purview of formal

education nay literacy. But this huge

population has 1o be brought within

. the portal of some educational sys-

tem namely non-format i order to
establish a humane and progressive

"society. This non-formal education

system can be built through the
establishment of ‘Mahallah literacy,

functional education and vocational.

training centre under the auspices of
village organisation and patronage nf

" lisation of - water resources;

-Government

tocal and central Gmernmems The
curttcula of non-formal education
shouuld include, among other things,
nutrition, health and sanitation;

~ family planning; agriculture, piscicul-
. ture, horticulture, fisheries, poultry, -

live-stock.. forestry; house. road cul-
vert and bridge-making; irrigation
ang dramage canal digging and uti-
land
levelling, shaping and reclamation:

embankment and barrage-building;

.
- b -

cottage industries ‘et¢. Thus non-,

" formal education should be made

production-oriented to make it
appealing and  remunerative.

The specialists of the couniry
would frame the curricuta. compose
the text-books and. train the people
who will teach in, the village centres.
A long-term,. full-fledged and sus-
tainable plan should. be formulated
to implement this glganuc pru]et:t in
phases.

As for ﬁnancmg the project, Suc-

cessful creation and mobilisation of
tocal resources should implement the -

greater part of this project.. The:
frnance would only
suplement the local finance. - The

. Government would, however, have

to orgamise the local people for crea-
tion of local resousces and the incen-
tives/subsidics now given to the rural
people by the ‘Government can be
channelised through these centres to

make it viable and stt on a perma- -

nent footing. -
The education system, formal and
non-formal, should be effectively

1

organised in order to build a nation

based on humanism and soctal jus-
tice. - '
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