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The overall develupment ofa

. .[country depends, among other-
- I things, on the level of literacy in -
- | general and education of the effec-
- jtive manpower in particular. The

higher the l1terhcy rate the better
' is the pmspect of finding nght
man for the right job., And the
; skill and efficiency of the - man-
t.'-ower is directly increased if
educational facilities are extend-

|r~d For the sake of 3ugment1ng ~

the quality of human being social -
reformers often insist on remov-
ing the prohlem of illiteracy in
the shortest _possible time. They
urge the pohcy-makers to give

.|_

ushering in an era of change. -

Authonties in this countr:.v
{under the guidance of late Presi-
dent Ziaur Rahman have realized
} | the need for literacy and adnpted

_,measures for removal of 11l -

|teracy by 1985. These ‘mea- ,
sures - mclude pubhcatmn of
books for adult - literacy,

t the distribution of such books to

'_ ,[nlaees where Iﬁ‘era.cy drive has
g | been initiated, the training of tra-

{while . the

iners and teachers for literacy

- | programmes and the fzpansion

of facllities in schools and mad-
' rashas in the rural areas. Measur-

{es have even been takeb to enlist
|support of voluntary organiza-
| tions for the drive for removal
|of illiteracy in . -lifferent parts of -
| fh& country. It is reported that

phese measures have yielded good

been rid of the curse nf illiteracy

| mabled qmte a'large number of
_'the people to learn the 3Rs.-

: ,g" Such a success story cﬂmes
falso from Rangpur where over

 «ix- hundred thousand peaple have -

. become literate in the past year

total population the neo-litérates,
form around ten per cent and

{higher priority to educatmn in
general as well as removal nf i
fﬂracy in particular and that for -

results and some villages have

‘or so. Computed in terms of the

riaturally add to the literacy rate

' fc:r" developmengal
which have already reached their
‘doorsteps Literate people will be
able to do. their own work well -
-and to interact eﬁectwely with
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extension- agents, official authori-
ties as well as the traders and

- middlemen. In other words lite-

rate masses will see the benefits
of development morz quickly and
participa’e therein with

1

It is obviolls that literacy

drive should be brought to all

places including the urban slums,

industrial zones and port areas

. where a bulk of the illiterate live.

These people have come out of

their villages and have joined the

rank of workers in the secondary

~and tartiary sectors of the eco-
. nomy. It is needless to say that
-these workers should also attain

literacy as early as one would be
able to. learn the letters. They
need to learn . their trade both

through formal and practical .-
* training. Once they are made lite-

rate they would be able to up-

.. - grade their skill and thereby eamn -
" more. As such, it i necessary to

expand literacy programmes to

~ all these aveas on g prioriy basis.

The amount, »@ilresnumes neetled
wou'd, be”‘engnnmts and the in-

- dustrial and business units should
theretore te persiaded to contrl.

bute voluntarily to Iiteracy Pro-
- gramme.

Thouzh not spelt out in so

',z;iany words, literncy prograinme

may be _eipanded with voluntary
participation-and contribution by

--well. meaning and rich people.

_programmes.--have "
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‘fof the people in that district. By +
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'implication these people would
be better equipped to learn their
own trade and to adopt improved
methods of cultivation and other
activities in the rural sector. They
twill find’ themselves better poised -
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In this

Private initiative should atso be

- brought within the fold of super-
- visicn and control..
- the current use of resources for

expanding speriaslized 2ducational

!nstitutions should be, controlled,
if overall balance is to. be obtain-
- ed. Literacy is 8 programme that
will give light to the multitude.

who form the back-bone of the
society and avery effort shculd he
made {o mal.2 it a suceess
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In addition,

F.

‘Programmes - initlated voluntarﬂyl ‘“”‘

“'should get immediate support -

- " from official agencies.

connéction it woild be fair that .
-authorities - “concerned - develop

- systems of control and supervi--

~ Sfon for effective use of resources.
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