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~The number of dropouts at
the .primary school jevel in the’

country- stands at 67 per cent
of the total vnrolled students. -
“There has.been only.a marginal

. finprovement «4n the  drop-out

. ‘rate Tegistered 2

situation over the last one d>
cade (1975--85; . /The. drop-out
decline by
about 14 per cent during the
decade L -

"The situation’ is more dismal

“for the malg students. The drop
-out. rate

among the male
students is . at Jeast
two Pper. cent higher
than that ‘of their'female coun-
terparts = - . L
What is particularly more dis-
tressing is the highest raic. of
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~ The existing state 'of affairs in
‘the primaxy edukation sector
came up for a detailed scrutiny
at_the five-day long national se¢.
‘minar on ‘“‘enhancing ‘relevance

and efficiencv of primary school

ing” which concluded at NIEA-
ER in Dh_aka on }Ve_dnes‘day -

. The participants most of whom
are head-tearhers assistant tea-
chers of prithary sctiocls in the

1adesh National Commission . for
. UNESCQ - terméd the. drop-owt
problem among the:students at

the primary stage as . the basic

constraint t the.attainment- of
the cbjective of univeisal prima-

-out casgs among the stu._ ry education in the country..
e :  The finding in various Survey
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and appraisal reports including

i} ‘Summative - Educaticn . Report
{

! 1986 by Mr. .Magnus  Hakans-
- son of World Bank-mded Univer
sal Primary Education Project
" figured prominently in the ‘delibe
.rations by tiie experts .at the se:
minar, - ..o oY
Listing, the -reasons for _drep-
out the experts opined ' that po-
i verty lies - at its root. Even a
' student of Class I s forced to
. pive up studies to, rupplement
the earnings of his family or
i to save the expenses . incurr

or hiring an additiona! hand for
;, pursuing his studies. _
y The indifference - of. teaching
jstaff. inappropriate. educatlonal_'
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seminar ofgzanised by- Diectorate
. of Primary Education-and.Bang-

" b ~ L : ] ' . :
‘dents who ara enrolled in Class 1 ° methods unatiractive educstional

environment faulty education po-

jficy and curricula and inhibiting

--socio-cultural practices were also
identified as

the other 'factors

causing . Jarge-scale drop-out

among the students at the pri,
. mary level, - RS A
The educaticnal experts observ.

ed that the high drep-out rate :

at the primary level was :res.
ponsible for a colossal *wastage

ments for cxtension: of -educa-
‘tional facilifies buildings  books,
equipment furmiture and fixtures
etc_. and alss the recurring. reve-
nue cxpenditures for footing the

salary bill for the primary. tea-

of resources. The prblic. invest

chers educational administrators

are not yielding the appropriate
socia]l retum ti:y painted - out.

The participants strengly. plead
ed. for taking an infcegrated, ap-
proach to tackle’ the problem of

‘drop-outs, The approach ‘they

‘suggested shuuld Incude . mea.

sures for immroving'the econo-

mic conditions of the rural poor
and introducing - an . incentives
structure fo. rewardiny those pa

ents’ who would encourage thejr

-wards to continue stadies. ‘The

-needs for strez mining cducational
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_administration and monagement .,

_ensuring teachers regular:atten-

ed ance recrditing more female tea-
.chers znd' improving the iqua’glty".s:
"and form of primary education

were also stressed at the semi-
. NAaT.. - : :
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