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Engineering and Technolo-

gy has so far maintained a
laudable record in the field of our
tertiary tevel education in spite of
so many odds and hurdles in this
level. All the brilliant tearners
gather here who are more con-
scious and commitied to the cause
of their carcer rather than chanti-
ng slogans and taking arms in the
hands. The very nature and field
itself hardiy allows the students to
do so. The teachers atso show
more  dedication  to
research and teaching. Afier pass-
ing out of BUET stwdents trsually
Jan't remain unemployed, llw_
‘manage beiter jobs bath arhone
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and abroad. Going aboard they
shenwe much betier performance
than the engineers of many other
countries, These causes can be
+ artributed' to the maintenance of

peaceful atmosphere in the BUET
. campus. Students of general uni-

chance in fulure, Acute residential
problem, traditional involvement
in party politics. teachiers’ involve-
ment In politlcs etc. lead the stu-
dents of general universitics to be
. more interested in politics and
other activities with some excep-
tions rather than their genuine
study. Teachers also follow the

tribute a lot to cause turmoi! in
our general universities. The clo-
sure of BUET has made the edu-
cated section of the society aback.
More strange is the fact for which
the brilliant students of this insti-
tution staged demonstration.
Quite unreasonable phenomena
have triggered this closure causing
a halt to smooth functioning of

academic course of this university.

study,.

versities hardly find any bright-

same way. These factors con-’
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The students began demon-
strating on the campus from July
29 demanding deferment of exam-
inations scheduled to begin on

» August 01, locked the main
" entrance of BUET and spoke ill of
the authorities. Vice Chancellor
wanted 1o tatk to the students
about the demand of the students
but students did not sit with the
authorities and vandalised univer-
sity properties. They vandalised

fifteen cars of teachers and their-

houses at teachier’s quarters.
About 30 pueople- were injured

when students demonstrated. Ste- -

dents demandied "résigiiiadion bt
the VC and Lirector of Siudents
Welfare for the faifure of law and

order situation of the camjpus.
This is again a peculiar thing
which students demand. How the
teachers will mainsain law and
order situation of the campus
when such kind of rational and
bright inmates of the campus get
locked up with police and van-
dalise national property just like
the irrational and uncenscious
section of the country? How can
this irrational demand can be sup-
ported by the conscious and edu-
cated mass of the couwntry? Uni-
versity students of our country
have to spend seven-or eight years
. In university campus depending
~on their parents and posing a bur-
den to this poor nation. In the
midst of this abnormal situation
students have adopted a new fash-
lon to push back the date of the
examination. How strange is the
situation and student’s under-
standing! They are supposcd to
demonstrate for pushing forward
the dates of examination. In gen-
eral universities it has become a
common affair. Study and
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rescarch have departed form our
universitics quite a few years ago.
Students left study and teachers
left research. Without conducting
any research the attachment to a
political-party gives them a lot and
it's an casy and quick way to go
upward and forward. So why they
will spend time by doing research?
Stuclents have given up study for
the same reason. But BUET was
exception in this regard. BUET
haredy expericnced any session
Jam. When the sudden and tiagic
death of Sony, a brilliant girl st-
dent of BUET brought sume ses-
sion jam which can beaccepied,
but what* about now? Far Workd
Cup -Fouthall the studems of

. BUET pushed back ‘the date of

ridiculous? Different

examination. Does it not sound
kinds of
games and -sports go all the year
round. Warld Cup Football, World
Cup Cricket-and so'many global
competitive games and sports take
place frequently. Can we afford 10
defer our examination and stop

our work for those campetitions?-

Don't our future engineers know
that still 40% people live helow the
poverty line in our country? Don't
they know the poor economic
infrastructure of the country?
What they will give to the nation
when they show callousness
towards these facts? No in no way
we can support this unrcasonable
cause. )

The university authorities also

resort to a simple and traditional.

way (o respond to student agita-
tion. Whenever any sort of student
agitation takes place’ in any uni-
versity campus, the authorities
just announce the closure of the
university sine die. Don’t they
adopt or devise any. other new way

‘him $uch a way as il magic was

Was The Agltatlon Of BUET Students Reasonable?

1o respond student’s agitation?
Teachersshould also be upto that

stature, 'University teachers of '

Pakistan time were morally highly

elevated. Students of Rajshihi Uni-
versity staged a demonstration 1p
defer the date of examination and
they approached the then Vice
Chancellor who replied to the agi-
tating students in this way * The
date of death may change, but the
date of examination will never.”
The agitating students just obeyed

exercised on them. Can't we revive
those days? | know the teachers of
BUET hardly embroil themselves
in nasty politics, They are muoere
acadeiniclans. Even then, we will

request them to play some prag-
matic roles to contribute to the
country in wider perspective.

The troubled days of my univer-
sity life is still vivid in my memory. |
How damage was caused by the
unedly students sometimes for
nothing and sometimes for a very

negligible reason which in no way
can be supported and expected
from the students of the highest
seat of learning. What these stu-
dents would give to the nation

" when they don’t have cven a little

feeling for the national, wealth [
just used to think. The country has
become champion in the field of
corruption for the five consecutive
years. How it is possible. These
kind of students definitely cannot
play the role different role in the
national level how who are at the
helm of affairs than what they did
in the universities. 1 would request
the students to come to their sense
and play the deserving role only.

" (The writer works for PACE Pro-
gramme, BRAC Head Office,
Dhaka.} |




