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/No major achievement of
Renewable Energy Centre at DU

Actmues of the Renewable En

ergy Centre at Dhaka University-

remained confined .to giving re-
search support to the'teachers and
studlenits - instead of carrying out
essential research for the, energy
hungry country, reports BDNews.

. "The centre has no major dis-
covery, but it has been helping

leachers and stirdents for research

purpose,” Bose Profegsor Dr. Ma-
hrasham Hossain, the founding

director of the centre, ladlmtted to.

BDNEWS.

The centre, established in 1981,
conducts tesearch on renewable
energies like , solar and  wind
power. but has-, no other major
success in last two -decades. It

however, eslabhshed an Energy
Park in 1988.7

The discoveries of the centre in
last 24 years are solar water
heater, soiar cooker, solar radia-
tiont-identification and tunnel for
drying up fishes. All of the discov-

eries were at the initial period of

its inception.
Initially jt. concentrated to re-
search on solar power and devel-

oped solar water heater that can”

boil waterup to 70 degrees.
The soldl cooker takes two and
10 hitd Hours 1o cook some-

thlng However, the centre devcl-
oped a process (o reduce electric-
ity consumption while cooking
during the rains. An additional coil
is required for the purpose.

The cenre also dwdop‘,d a
process to dry up ﬁshcs mmg
solar power.

The centre is currcmly 1mpie-
menting the solar and wind en-
ergy resource assessment project
with support from™ the United
Nations Environment Programme
(UNEP). Under the project, a
digital map determining resource

potential of solar and wind power .

in the country will be developed.
"The digital map will unearth a
new window in the country's en-
ergy sector,” , Dr  Nimchandra
Bhoumik, d]rec';or of the centre,
1old BDNEWS.
The sliocation for the centre

from fiscal 1991-92 to 2005-06 was .

over Tk 4.7 million.
During the period, the Energy

Park received about Tk 2.1 million. .

However, the major portion of
the money has been spent for
salarics and allowances of officials
and employees of the centre.

Nimchandra Bhoumik said the
allocation is less than ihe Jre-
quirement, but research activities

1

have been conunumg

He informed BDNEWS thal a
cxhibition of renewable encrgic
will 1ake place in March. Goverr
ment and private organisatior
will take part, he said.

Teachers and students of th
DDhaka University use the faciliti¢
of the centre to catry out io siuc
ies to obtain higher degrecs.
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