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- SAARC Sgeakers confce ogens
' Hasina stresses on unity for

The third conference of the
Association of the SAARC

. Speakers and Parliamentarians
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began in Dhaka on Fniday with a

~cail for regular exchange of
views among the Speakers and

Parliaméntarians of the region In

a bid to strengthen the demo-

cratic norms and practices for the

welfare of the one billion peo-
le.

p. Prime Minister Sheikh Hasina

inaugurated the three-day con-

" ference at the International

Conference Centre as the chief
guest in presence of the Speakers
and delegation members of the
seven SAARC countries.

The Speaker of Bangladesh
and Chairman of the association

‘Humayun Rasheed Chowdhury,
Leader of Parliamentary Delega-

.ton of: Bhutan Tashi Phutsog,
S peaker of the Indian Lokshaba
GMC Balayogi, Speaker of

Nepal. Ramchandra Poudel,
., ‘Speaker of Pakistan Iilahi
Bukhsh . Soomro, Deputy

Spcaker of Sri. Lanka Anil

Staff Currespundent
Moonesinghe and. Deputy

Minister of Education of the

Maldives Abdul Hammed Abdut .

Hakeem also addressed the inau-
gural function..

Addressing the function Prime
Minister Sheikh Hasina called

for unity among the. SAARC par--
-liamentarians on a minimum

point that'is peace and welfare of
the people in the region tran-
scending political discordance.

She said that neither poverty .

nor illiteracy could be removed
unless democracy was at work.

" "Authoritartan rulers have no

concern and removing poverty
dr illiteracy is not .in their inter-
¢st, since that would go against
them", she added.

She said, "We seem fo have

‘been caught in a vicious circle.

Democracy can not work if there
is widespread poverty and .illit-

- eracy, poverty and illiteracy can

not be removed unless there is
democracy. We must try to get
out of this. This is the most ur-
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©taining economic growth,
_ One other thing democracy js
- closely
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ical issues by and large domi-

nated politics of this region and

_suggested that in the new mil-

_1 ldanivm all should be more con-
‘ cerned with social and econpmic

issues than ever. "Why can not
these be turned into political is-
sues and- given greater impor-
tance in our political thoughts?”
she parried.

The Prime Minister observed,
"Political issues have their due
place in politics. That does not
mean that other issues, equally
important, if not more 50, should

~ be relegated to backseat”,

St.e called for giving impor-
tance to the issues attracting

boys and girls to school, provid-

ing pure drinking water, sanita-

tion facilities and healthcare ser-

vices, €nsuring women empow-
erment -and social justice and at-

ar

‘linked to is human
rights, she said and added, (Here
toa there 1s difference of perLLp-
tion between the West and us.
The most important human right
15, I believe, the nght to life. This

is not threatened in the West, as _

it, unfortunately, is more ofien
than not, 1n our region. We have

to make persistent efforts to

make sure that no one dles of

-li_.-—l—....—'l—._u-l-_-h-h

=-r e el

y for péace

ogy to be able to instantly com-

municate with each other and

particularly with parliamentari-

ans within the region in order to
draw on individual and collec-

tive experiences and wisdom.
The Indian Speaker G.M.C.

Balayugu said, "We, parlhiamen-

tarians who have been entrusted

by the people with the task of
promoting their welfawe. have a

5pecml responsibility 1n cnsur-
ing the success of SAARC, ilx oh-

jective, policies and programimes

of action. We, as popular repre-

sentatives. have the special ad-

vantage of carrying people’s.

concerns into SAARC activitics
and reinforce them with ultimaie
popular approval.” .

Pakistani Speoaker Hiaht
Bukhsh Soomro said, "A heavy
responsibility rests on the shoul-

derswof parliamentarians to en- -
sure peace and prosperity m the

region.’

The inaugural function was at-

tended by ministers, parliament
members, excepting BNP mem-

“\ bers, high government officials
and officials of the Jatiya Sang-

sad. The Leader of the Oppo-
sition in Parliament and BNP

Chatrperson Begum Khaleda Zia |
and BNP MPs did not attend the E

inaugural session.
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hunger or malnutrition ¢
cause of lack of medical curc?

have to see to it that n uﬁ.‘x
which are frequiat’.

calamities,
and devastating here, do not take
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; ‘peace of 5. Asian’ people

She said, "We wish to make
Parliament the nerve-centre of
all national activities—all issues
of the consequence must be de-
bated there and we must find an-
swers to these together.”

The Prime Minister said, "Qur
concept of our democracy, al-
though the concept “which is
taken ftom the West, .is not, and
can not be the same as democracy
is in the West, whatever similar

their .-forms and contents might

be. What the West has taken cen-
turies to attain, we can not be
asked to attain overnight. Our
democracy must be our own,
close to our own conditions, cul-
ture and values.”

She further added, "If we are
asked what now stands most In

.the way of democracy in this re-

gion | would say, without a mo-

~ ment's pause, poverty and illiter-
acy. We,_mast of us living in this
region, are ordinary mortals, our .

gent task.” . F
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life more full of despair than
hope, ours faith in what is good
and in ‘our ability to attain it is
challenged. every moment by
disappointinent and disillusion
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of one kind or the other. Money

can play havoc with us, and 1t

and intimidate us. It can even

' buy us, since we live in distress .

and are not above temptations.
“Qur vision is blurred, since we

, have poor or little education, We

|

find the issues involving our life
in too difficult or complex for us
to grasp. We act blindly, at times
on impuise, at times driven by

; cnmpulsmns we can not escape
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from."
.Focusing on the trend of poli-
tics in South Asia, she said polit-

-See Page 12 Col. 4

It can buy muscle power
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