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THE following case studies,
briefly summarized, indi.

- cate some 0f the experiments

that are being made in pri.
mary. education in the deve.
loping world. Sume of the
gcals they try to achieve are
to spread primary education
more widely, to s»firl'lve _cﬂm:nui
itv needs more y in rura
'g:'te‘:;s. to improve e;lucatlonal
aualitv and appeal (i.e. lower

d-opout rates), and do these
| ~0st. :
A A HE SOCIAL WORK

CENTRE'S
PRIMARY EDUCATION PRO.
JECT: The Social Work and
Research Centre (SWRC) is an
indigenous  organization
Ajmer J.district,  Rajasthan,
whose bas:c aim ic to streng.
then the controel that villagers
have over their own lives.
Thev sponser innovative ex-

iments in- community OIgad.
ggrtlilun. in this case thew
obiective wa. tc test a | new
teaching aporoach to providing

wasic eaucation to meet the
needs oSf uitral children.
- project described  here was

from

were Jeassigned to other areas
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to

and Training from 1975
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As 'mart of thelr efforts to

make schoelineg wnore relevant

to problems of rural India,

SWRC launched an experiment

in primary edncation in  the
schools of three isclated rural
villages. The experiment f.
cluded three mator changes
traditional  scheoling.
The schaols’ repular teachers

‘were replaced by s
32&11? iheal recrutts with  no
teacher training—two farmers
two pidies's, @ widow, an
an unempicyed youth. — They
were given a bnel traning Ses.
sion: at the 'SWRC campus,
foilowed by weeklv workshops
throughout the school vear
w.ih SWRC statf and visiting

specialists.  These were open
workshops, In which  15sues
and problems were discussed
treely and  criticaily.  New

fdeas were nroposed and the

. schoois' performance evaluated

In order to make the schools
as accessible as possibie to
the learners, the scliool hours
were adiastcd: vounger stu.
dents and those who were free
attended 7 ornne shift (8
a.m to noon) while those who
worked durine the Jdav atten.
ded the cvening sesslen (7 to
10 paa), This later schedule
was cspecialiv saited to former
dropouts wao  work. The
obiect:ves of the official sylla.
bus in language and numeracy
skills were retained, bug the
SWRC programme designers
made substantial changes in
both the teaching methodofo.

‘'es and the _ curriculum.
Ehangeq were in line with the
geal of providing studenis
with more interest:ng cxpeTl.
ences crounded in their own
wocial.  ccomomic, amdl phy.
sical env'roament. The school
was a “learning cenird’ {hat

had its own sarden ang 2ni. -

mals. The village jtself was
considered an exiens’on of the
school and villagers with spe.
cial skitle were drawn into the
school as  “‘teachers’.

nroiects,  group  disCussion,
ficld nips, znd opservatiofn,
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.school was closed
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—Judith Brace And Barba ;'aj()’Grady

Each learming centre develop.
ed ite own teaching materlals
aid 4.0,

Resuits !
Ing. evaiuation was part of
the- experiment. ‘[echnicag
help for this was provided by
the Regional Cotle;ée of Educa.
tion. By the end of the sc.
cond vear, the number of 6
to 11 vear olds attending school

rsen substantially, and
the dropout rate had declined.
These students were then tes.
ted against tiieir counterparts
iy two graditional schools of
the region. Scores for reaa.
ing and hstening comp-echen.
son werc coasiderably higher
o the experimontal schools.
The resuts were the same
with * environmental studies.
Although the. diference way'
not 2s  marked, arithmetie
Scores were also higher in the
cx.?aen?:?tal sthools,

Ane reelings of the cum
ity toward their exncrimn;i
tul schouls vaded. Lower.
caste v.llagers were more Sup.
portive than the upper castes.

here was some lacfedf COOpo.
ration from the village leadeg

ause of the sch
itlﬂbrﬂat:h to the parents rather
n 10 the leaders.  As the
-Ament progressed,  copn.
Iunity support grew
one village, for example
uffcred free . labour to dg
wells for the schools. '

Parents'
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reform. Four primary schools
woere aesignated ‘pilot schools':
fwo were. located in the La.
aino {nuxed Spanish and In.
dian} region, and two in the
Inaian highland areas. These
lour schools would serve a»
teaching  laboratories;. they

- would provide grades one 1o

g dioped to

100ls’ direct

As in many efforts of this .

sort.  the care apd mainten.
ance of the school gardens
created  probiems. In the
SWRC case, the watering and
other routine cho-es when the

h resent
difficulties. P ed

ces, either fruits of the labours
are ofien not democratically
distributed, "or ch'ldren of
lower c;'-lss are expected to
do all the work. Sometimes
the schedule for ahimal care
and the school schedule did
vt comcide; and there were

some labour and
leins. cost prob.

The overall assessment of the
Pr marv progtamme was that
it had successfully shown that
a radically Qifferent approach
to rural schooling wac possi.
bie. but that achieving best
results requ red the dedicated
and continninz attention of
workers who telieve in  the
ability of rurs! residents ' to

fsngve their problems,
. YGUIATEMALA :

PRIMARY
+DUCATIONAL DEVELOP.
MENT': Two.thirde of Gua
iemala’s primarv.age  school
childen live in rurl areas
where there is only one class-
room for an gverage 140 chil.
dren, Of the 29 per cent of
the total school.age popula.
tion that is in the school, only
2 percent reach the 6th grade;
percent of the rural
schools offer six mrades. Of
the adult population, 70 per.
cenr are illiterate, Ip a still
on.going project started in
1971, exper*mental schaols

In other instap.

. education,

81X, and become
schools for three to five “satel.
lite’. schools. These satellite
schools werec the traditional
vre.room, three-grade schools
from whch very few students
had bothered 1ty seek further
education. The pilot schoois

reduce the dropout
Falc and thus the per.pupil

COST
SCIVC as

dhe pilot schools
laboratoriec- to ntroduce . pew

tdu

receiver -

techa aues, and as teacher.
training ~ centres, Four
other six.grade schools
were sclected as con-
tiols for comparison  during
ﬂ}e €xperintent.  The pilot
schools  test proiject.centered

instruct'on materials in arith.
metic and the natural and so.
¢ial sciences, all of which ave
based on rural life. The
staffs of each of the schools
have deveioped supplementary
textbooks for the specific re.
gions and language of the
Dilot schools. Leaming sub.
iccts fclude’  agriculture,
health, "putriton home eco.
nomic  and industrial arts.

The schools are trovided with

pumps, rrigatios cquipment,
and libraries and each schoof
has land for a farm plor ana
caupment. The schools serve

as centres for adult evening
ciasses as well.

The pilot scnools test new
methodoiog ¢s. new curricula
¥uw  @iministrative organiza.
tion, . and new _ SUpervisory
techn’'ques. With a tested
method of imoroving primary
it is hoved tha
secondary education in
countrv will later be upgraded.
All aid organizationc are in
agreement  that to improve
sccondary education, the qua.
tity of the student entcrillg
from vrimary schools has to
be improved. L

Resylts: Evaluation of the
project showed that the out.
vut of the pilot schools gixtn
arade had increased 40 per.
cent since 1999.  There were
hizher promotion rates- in
p'lot schools than in the con.
troi schools for all grades

. (88.5 percent v, 53 percent)

were founded to address th's -

situation. ‘

When Guat:mala was seek.
ine¢ education Rinds from the

“U.S. Agency.for Interpational

Development. ‘The Worlid Bank
UNESCO and the Ipter.Ameri
can Development . Bank, the
government made 4 detailed
analvsis of its educational svs.

1wry and devised a plan  for

Pl -

and higher enroliment in gru.
deq four to six in the pilot
schools thap_ the controls (465
percent v. 35 percent). In Z8
major comparisons between
the pilot and control schaols,
the pilot schools sgored signd.
ficaptly higher in 2] grade or
subiecr areas. A -ratio of 40
students per teacher was rea.
ched in the npilot schools.
Detziled curricula for each of
six primary grades have now
beeyt developed and  tested.
A new loan.funded - normal
schools is using these gQurr.
cula ‘and  teaching methods
developed in the pilot schools,
For el;ltit ﬁrs% tITEﬁfT?I:g
orocedures tor 1IN T
chers have been initiated. QE&
of 'Jaﬂ teacher Cand;daras. 1!
were chosen and traine ar
the pilot schools. ‘

In the arza of practical tea.
chine, the schools agrisultural
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the

- 'medial classes Jed by dlder

- the form of modules.

- groups of pupils gather
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proiects arz now self.financing.
Cominunity paients in the pilot
8:¥as. under supervision of
nilot school  technicians, in.
creased tielr corn and bean
broduction 40U percent in 1973
through use of recommended
fqrﬁt:lizqrs. . Parents are parti.
Clting in increasing numbers

CT IMPACT:
PAMONG : Inaig?'l;f{

the South East Asian M nis.

te~s of Ecucation Organization
{ (SEAMEQ) with fundine from

gw Canad an = Internationm
Jevilopimant and  Rescarch
Center and the Governments

of the Philippines and Indo.
nesia,  attempted to develop
an cftective and * econOmical
del'vers system for mass pri.
marv ¢ducation. They came

up with the concept of Instruc

E,ﬂﬂﬂl Mﬂ_ilﬂﬂememd by lg’arenta.
(IMPACT). Two expcrimen.
tal sites were chosen, Cchy
Island in the Philippines and
Surakarta, Indonesia. In-
the tormer the proiect is call.
ed IMPACT, in Indonesia the
acronym PAMONG (with the
Same meaning; ic used. In
both cases the praoject goals
are to make primary education

. available 10 all children as the
‘schoul.age population

cont.,
nuvs to rise. to use existing
teachers more effectlvelv, and
to reduce the dropout rate and
the per.student cost.

The teacher’s role is-chang.

from instructor to “mana.
ger’ of a variety of instructi.
onal elements, including com.
munitv volunteers, self.instruc
tional learning modules, re

students. peer.teaching'learn.
Ing. vparental monitoring, and

the overseeing of up to four
time: as manv pupils as in a |
conventional sett ng. Of these-
various elements, the self.
instructional modules are the
corec. The standard govern.
ment syllabus hag not  been
changed but was rewritten in °
_ A mo.
dule takes up one idea or sub.
ject. and ‘packages’ the sub. |
lect in the form of a self. ;
instructiona! booklet that takes
the student from a pre.test,

through the concent to be lcar.

ned,” to a posttest. The pre.
test inditcates how much the

student alreadv knows. the
post.test is  wiven by  the
“manager’ to see whether the

student has tearned the subd.
iect well enough to g0 On to
the next subiect and its mo.
dule. 'It takes the average
student about one week to
compl¢te one module.

Schools become community
learnine centreg where class.
rooms are replaced by lear.
ning kiosks' built by commu.
nity  parents. Here smail
(4]
work on a subiect module with
their peers, and then move
from one kosk to another
with other students to work
on other Mmodules. QOlder
pupils rotate thc responsibilis
tics of instructing the lower
gradee in reagdin® and awriting,
testing them in comdrehension
and simple mathematics, zng

{Continued on puge o}
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