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-~ The War On Illiteracy .~ |
-_ It is only through education a person can :_develpp his
T

“understand his own relationship with his social and physical o

« the outcome, of the prevailing socio-economic and cultural
environment can he adipt to his own situation. To reach this | -] - conditions. Changing set ideas and concepts, therefore, quite
state of development he, therefore. needs to be able to-do !

- more than just read and write, he must also be able to fully |
comprehend what it is he is reading. In other words, he must
be able to use his skills to the fullest extent so as to become™

' functional and, to be functional he must be literate in every’ |

sense of the term. The importance of literacy. therefore: !

must be adequately underscored by both the state and’ .

society. It is to this end that World Literacy Day is observed? "

each year, . | Al nio ¢« _ - all lactors. e
a DOOF man is. dent "hacic Tioht. . -*Although formal education obviously has a'firm place in: . -

| learﬁ?rfhig"?e %ogr dtﬁ?t-lsﬁ‘d?ftrg?-d d?)il;:lq c:aséfi g%hr:é E:Sf , _?.széﬁty,fnr the development of human ;_r§§0'urc¢s‘_ and must™: .

bt e an < ¢ J y red for he L .remain the final goal of nations, for:the majority of our 3

unable to guide either his own destiny or the ‘destinies of his - :
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.naturally takes time. time which governments sometimes feel

they cannot afford to give but, changing enirenched ideas and

{
concepts is a slow process. If the nation tries'to run béfore it E
p-an safely walk, it will be asking for trouble in the form of {
large scale unemployment of newly educated youth, frus- -
}'tr‘ﬁtad social €lements with rising- expectations and. the 'y
mability to satisfy theit wants in -adlegitimate way with “ ‘
obvious results. Therefore, any plan for-widespread educa-
tion must take into consideration all factors. S )

~_ present “illiterates™ thig approach will not work ‘and greatet
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children, Neither can he délve into that magic world of books - - Present “illi | e e . i 1

-and literature which is his birthright or graw upon man's.  Emphasis must be placed 0"_"‘_&’?:1“?’..#1%“;'?"“’ ed_ucatlorfl_: f "
- ; recorded collective knowledge.:"The need to ‘awaken .in - ‘SPBFIESE'. ?;:'ggﬁﬁ di’; 'FE?PI oc::'] Z:::::Egagnc Olal?tg;:&t i‘-t}:;’f‘ _F' ;
* people the right of literacy must. therefore, remain the ~; 1§ =XOF oo AU POOT parents gany pt'to. .
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uitimate aim of governments and must not be. permitted'in g?jp?ne"at.e*thm”“”@?le b?me“‘-‘_tz-o-i-EPPEHriﬂ-ﬂpl@y? mests ?
j NOtE to merely the mouthin 'ﬁl}e‘l v . With resistance, a resistance- often incomprehensible like the |
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vy lre extnt. esponsble for perpetaing the con, WP, Chaning s attudes il ke oty i o |
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have also been unable to reduce the incidence of malnutri- Iﬁ:  like Bangladesh._-whére sac_ial diﬂih?ﬁ%@:ﬂf‘?“g: stron- l
| | . ger than whatis found 'in countries »Where compulsory| l
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tion,. to significantly reduce increases in population and te - education was introduced much earliqf}_ﬁihé_’;tﬂafsk is-doubly,
i difficult. The continuing perpetuation i of sthe established;

¢xpand peoples choices. The’latter is perhaps the. most .
significant of all the aspects, for it opens up-horizons to make ~ {: elitist form of education handed down fromm colonial days has, - .
Jhelped to reinforce and exacerbate existing'social divisions!
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:people aware of all possibilities and prospects” which can
improve the quality of life - for themselves, ' Y
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In Bangladesh today we have about 80 .million people .rl rather than eliminate them.
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With 10% of. the world's illiterates

o

FoL

unable to°read and writé and. if - projections prove to be
accurate, by the turn of the century these will have increased

to more than .125 .million, unless we can do something

ing within our

I
botders we must not ignore the implication this has for-the’
+ ~ future. To be held hostage, as a nation, 1G this awful burden’
: - -u , - o - & will render us impotent conienders’"i;i‘f'“EE?ii‘Ea}|d__:where':_ |
ﬂffe‘:“?l'ﬂ 10 turn trends around. Formal education, if begunat - ', téchnology has brought it-to hitherto unimaginable® heights.
_an-carly enough age. generally benefits those who attend [+ If, as a nation, we:remain content to-stayfon*the-outside,
> school for education. It Increases'a man's future worthiness
. 35 2 producer and consumer of goods. Being educated, he
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-~ dreaming only of what might have beeifthen
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- will ‘naturally’ be better informed - and will then. %in_ all ‘content to carry on the way we have Sqﬂf?rg]?!{_{.-lf nqtﬁt_hen P f
el oty © Tormed and will then, ‘in all -, the war on illiteracy must be carried Intofevéry -home.. .
.likelihood. ‘make correct decisions regarding his future We. o o ) . = CATTeC Intofev e




