The Bangladesh Observer

NI

{ LU

Discussants opine at.roundtable

/ buahty edn, cost reduction to
be ensured in pvt var51t1es

P

The role and contribution bf 54

. private universities in higher edu-
cation in the country were dis-

- .cussed at a roundtable conference

" organised by the Association of
Private Universities of Bangladesh
fkhere the discussants urged for

'\ E' ‘aring quallty education as well
L :

3 reducmg the cost.

Reqmremem of standard must -

be maintaiited in the private uni-
. versities andéunless we detect the

limitations .WE can not 1mprove '

The decentralisation in the divi-

% sional headquarters is a must for

selecting places for the universi-
N¢s," said National Professor Dr.
Nikul Islant at the roundtable, - -
R sided over by the Chairman

A

Staff Correspondent

of the Assomatlon MA" Kashem,
Minister for Law and Parliamen-

tary Affairs Barrister Moudud Ah-
med attended the conference as ;.

the chief guest. Among others,
enirepreneur  MA Hasem  MP,
Lditor of The Bangladesh Ob-

. server [bal Sobhan Chowdhury,

Editor of T'he News Today Rea-

zuddin  Aluned, Journalist * Mo-"
. zammel

llossain,  Lducationist
Hafiz, GA Siddiqui, Dr. Rahim. B.
Talukdar, .Professor AHM Nurud-
din, Professor Aminul Islam and
Dr. Khalilur Rahman participated

in the discussion. Vice Chanceilor

of International University > of
Business Agriculture and Tech-
nology (IUBAT) Professor M.

Alimullah Miyan pi'esemed the
key-note paper.
Barrister Moudud Ahmed said

‘in the last four and a half year the
‘present Government gave permis-

sion for ‘estabhshmg 34 private

universitie$ in the country.

"The privale universitics must
be flourished in the couﬂtry and it
is-expected- that no-eompromise

-will be'made in keepmg the qual-
ity of the education," said Bams

ter Moudud at the discussion.

- MA Hasem MP said the initia-
tive of setiing up private universi-
tics in the countries should be
encouraged. He said in the initi
stage there might be some lac

" See Page 15.Col. 7)
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ings but it would be remaoved 1f
. given the appropriate time.

Igbal Sobhan Chowdhury said
Lthe cbjective of establishing pri-
vale universities is 10 _provide
qualitative education in the
country. But it has to be consid-
ered how much tuition fees they
are taking. ‘What the guardians
were getting by expending huge
money.

He satd some private universi-
tics have 'earned’ bad name for
their ill performance and the asso-

" ciation has the responsibility to

whip on the issue.
"Some of you have established

.university at the garments build-’
ing or anywhere of the city and no |

atmosphare is maintained in these
institutions," he lamented.
Reazuddin Ahmed said the
quality of education in the public
universities especially the Dhaka
University has deteriorated.
"Even, we could not find a stu-
dent of the university who can

" write five English sentences cor-

rectly,” he lamented.

Mozammel Hossain said the
Umversny Grants  Commission
identificdd cight private universi-
ties as sub-standard. Lawer, (wo
were exempted from the charges.
But no body knows, what actions
were taken about the rest six uni-
versities,

"In his key-note paper Professor
M. Alimullah Miyan said the pri-
vate universities in Bangladesh
have mostly adopted the North
American maodel of higher educa-
tlon introducing four years for
undergraduate degrees and two
years for Masters, as well as se-
mesters as academic terms.

He said it has been estimated
that at the present rate of 10 per

cent getting admission, around .

185000 students will seek higher
education in public universities by
the year 2025. Creation of this
additlonal capacity in the public
sector will require establishment
of 12 new universities with an

investment of Tk 160 billion aver- -
aging 6000 students per university, -
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