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unger strlke called of

high 'schools and colleges called off
their pmgrammea of hungér strike
unto death and sit-in demonstration
‘ ini front of the National Press Club on

i
, The teachers of non-government

: i Friday evening at the request of the

eader of the Opposition in Parlia-
ment and Awami.League President
} Shickh - Hasina.

fr Strongly condemning the nttltude

1 of the government towards their de-
- { mands, the leaders of the Liaison
{ Committee of the striking teachers .
{ announced that teachers of non-

government high schools and col-
teges would not participate in any
election duty tinder the present gov-
' ernment. They also declared that
| teachers would aot attend any prog-
ramme of ministers in their respec-
tive areas. They also decided that
they would not lift $SC and HSC
\ examinations scripts from thie educa-
tion boards. The Liaison Committee
leadérs said that they will announce®
their next phase of action program-
me on June 50 if the government
 fefused to implement their four-

i ipﬂlnl dcmand

The Lmlsun Committee leaders
said that the teachers would join
their - duties on. Sunday and take
special clasess on holidays. They
i4::!45'.1:14:1'&'4:1 to hold talks- with different
} Opposition political parties and prof-
fessmnal bodies before annnunmng
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their frésh programme on June 30. -
Liaison Committee leaders Kazi

Farooq Ahmed, M Amanullah and

Dr Akhtemzzaman announced the
programmes after breaking thé hun-
ger strike of the teachers.

Thousands of teachers started

their sit-in demonstration in front of

the National Press Club on Saturday

last and went on the hunger strike

unto deatli on Wednesday noon de-
mandmg implementation of their
v.four-peint demand, cAn mgh?rehaur
hértal was 2lso observed In the uﬁpﬂ'
#l City from 6 a.m. to 2 p

- mittee of striking teachers.

Over two hundred teachers” feli .

sick following hunger strike. ~Of
them, about 80 wete admitted to
Dhaka Medical College Hospital and
diffcrent climics in the city till Friday

noon.
As the condition of hugner striking

teachers was deteriorating and a-

number of thém were rushed to
hnspﬂals in. critical stage, Awami

League 'Chief and Leader of the
Gppomtmn in Parliament .Sheikh
Hasina came to the venue and gave a

personal call to the teachers to call .

off their hunger stnke and -sit-in
demonstration. Responding to her
dispassionate call, the leaders of the
Liaison Committee and teachers pre-
sent there agreed to break their

. on'
Tuesday at the cafl of meon Cnm'-'

hunger stnke and called off their

_-._'_. H _— -

_'_'I__.‘_ _H=L —_ TR . .

i i_?::.ff'_%qj ‘o 1"8...JU.N 1994 - |

pr:sent phasg of action programme. .

"that strated on Saturday last.
‘Sheikh Hasina then offered water
to the teachers to break their fast,
Prominent Opposition leaders in-
cluding Rashed Khan Menon, MP,
of Workers Party, Khalequzzaman
Bhuiyan of Bangaldesher Samitan-

Sramik Samajbadi 'Dal, AF.M,

, Mahbubul Hug of Bangladesher

Samjtantrik Dal and Sheikh Asad of

“Jatiya Jansia Partv wcrefnrt.*&nt n_ ‘
P .| pledge our support to realise your

. the occasion,”
Earlier, uri""]‘hursday night 'th'e

- talks between the government and
{eaders ‘of the Ligison Committee of

teachers failed. The Liaison Com-
mitee leaders blamed the govern-
ment for its repression and inhuman

behaviour to the -teachers and re-

jected the governnient's offer to raise
five per cént salary in the next fiscal
year. The striking teachers originally
demanded 30 per cent. rise in the

government’s contribution to their

safary from present 70 per cent but

later softened their stance asking for
10 per cent increase from the 1994-95

fiscal year.

For the failure of 'I’hursday night’s
talks the govemment apportioned
the blame on the Liaison Committee

. trik -Dal, Nirmal Sen of Krishak -
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. said that ten per cent increase was i

‘budgetary constraints.
Addressing the teachers in front of

-the National Press Club, the leader-
of the Opposition Shﬂikh Hasina
assured the striking - teachers of
Opposition’s total support’ in the
implementation of the minimum de-
mand of teachers. Expressing sym-
pathy to sufferings of the teachers
during the. last two days of their
hunger strike and sit-in demonstra-
tion programmes, she gave a fervent
call to the teachers to go home. “We

- demands”, she told the hunger strik-
.ing teachers. She said that teachers

‘would never forget the repressible
- and undemocratic behaviour of the
| present BNP government. She urged
the teachers to give a beffitting reply
| to government’s inhuman behaviour.
Opposition leaders Rashed Khan
» Menon, MP, also expressed solidar- .
ity ‘'with the movement of the }

~ government  for mlshandlmg the'

| not possible in one fiscal year due to
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I teachers. He strongly criticised the 51
'k

issue of striking teachers.-

1} Thousands of teachers who were |
squating on street in front of the .
' National Press Club day-and-night

Jbrawng rain and heat for the last,

seven days {0 press home their de-

i  mands left for home in gorups chant- *

ing “anti-government slogans. They ¢

leaders. Cnm::ismg the rigid stand of ¢ gals0 burnt pictures of the govern-
the striking teachers, the government
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. merit leader demonstrating their
] | anguish,

n
T

——

o




