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The Questmn Of Engllsh

The reeent gevernment détisioh téyistart thie teaehmg of’

English two years earlier in- school is rliﬂ!el(‘:l:'n‘ne as a sign of
the growing realization iy adthihistrative circles that

something needs to'be tiehie to check the: detenafatlon in

the standard of Enghsh whith has resulted from: yéars of
‘deliberate neglect Biit { this - mieasure ‘will not ; igo fat
" enough. Nor is it 4 big' dhange' from - Bxisting: pi‘actlee ini:
most private ‘institutions whefe, déspité administrativé
directives 'to the contrary,:English has continued to be
" taught from the prifiaty leveliiBut that-did littie: to-arrest

‘the decline :in ‘knowledge of : Bﬁghsh amiong . school

graduates, so that we have-d situatioft in which-few among
" those. workmg in’ goverriftient - departments ‘banks and

leven universitigs can be said to undérstand ‘books and

documents‘writtén in English adequately and we daily

d hear ef eenfusmn in oné area after another aristiig out of

, this | lgnﬂrance Thie elifitifiatish o Efiglish as a‘inandatory
sub]ect from 'the Bdthelor’s | coiiiséirin + at 1East - ohe
-university has,_ added " fdither to this” confusion. Large
 numbers of youths have beén led to believe that English,
| an international langudge Wsed i as a. hrgua franca all over
the -world from Euroﬁe to:Liatifi- Ainerica anid Asia and
Africa, can be dispenséd-with. Mest of them discover at
their. own cost “that it canhot: . o e
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t The problem, as we hidve Kept: émphamsnng almost
rnenth after month 1$" not ‘whether we -should teach ..
‘English- for ten or tWéWé“yearS Bt hiow it- should-be

itaught Standards in thg’ pést ﬂfteen yéats iave been $o
'lawered that books' anes: tHowsht 4oo elel‘hentar}r for the

lower seeondary stapiet dfé’ &b’ﬂmﬂe &d ‘o Stiff for the

higher secondary level. Anl average graduate, even among
those ‘who study English. for the Bachelor’s degree, finds

an ordiniary English newspapet. iticomprehensible; and.as
anyorie with expenence i the tndtter will cofifitm; it is

practically - impossible - to: ;g'et*ii:‘v 1left_e_r= typed aeorrectly
without repeated effoftd. it 173 |
It is in the nations’s own lbi‘aetitial ifterests that we need
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‘ to improve the standatd of Enghsh téaehmg ‘And thlS we

are constrained to say, ¢ali§ for éxtra-cdie. We finst first

" of all banish from our fmnd# the base1ess idea that English-

is or could ever :be 4. threat tG;Bengah, ‘the . hational
language Each has well-'de ;ned functions, a Speelfic place
in the fabric of :natlottél, life, ' Eqiaily :fallacious is the

‘notion that two ot thi‘éeﬂéﬁguagea at the pnmary level
; impose so heavy ‘a burdefiion-the ‘elild as to tetard his.

mental growth. Chlldren‘leam ETiT guages far more quickly

than adults, prevrdeii of cdurSe they al‘e mtredueed to’

them in the rlght way

t  The right way in this. matfer m’eans two thmgs right

textbooks and skilled; flghth' matwated teachers. The
reading material we have been-offéting: to children for
years consists of books :written:. badly by. meefnpetent

| writers, badly printed by piiblishérs whose ohly aim seems

-to be profit. The Natioiab'Text Book Boatd has proved

‘wholly incapable of * Havirg. competently wiitten books

prescribed .in  any..$ubjéct.y not” 1] speak .of : Enghsh
+ Text-books. The entire --set - of exnstmg text-beoks “in

"English needs 115’ replacéd ot’ thoreughly revised: by e

competent” team whlch &hould " include. at least “one

; member whose mothét tangue 18 Engllsh We intend no

|

} aspersion on people. with High degrees In English. litera-
ture, but knowledge &f litéiatiire does’ not confet hieces-

 sarily knowledge’ of language. ‘Grammat ahd idiom in a
ferelgn tongue is a-tricky thing, andiwe.¢ cannot afford to

itake risks where the fumre 'of '§0 Ry is-involved. The
gehlldren deserve 'to- be gwen the best, and the best in

language lessons can only mme from those born to the

Lguage which 48 aouﬁh" gl 158 Yaught - We reeall ih this
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connection our .protest a. year and a ‘half ago -4gainst a

~ text-book for- the rmghek“
. the National TextBook’ “aﬁﬂ
demonstrate, abounded it both grammatical and'idioma- |
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tic errors. The outcry-in the press led to its wﬂhdrawal
That ‘mistake - must not be repeated '

The general decline: insedudation fhas also meant the

empleyment in"schools and 'colleges of teachers who, in -

spite of their degrees;aaf‘efﬂmpelessly 11‘iadequate=ta their
tasks, with solitary excéptions; -of course: They would

profit from two-yeatly. insetvice efresher. ieotirses: to be
run again by competent language experts. We eéxpect that.
English-speaking .counttieswill: help. in- the tnatter.

« Let us make no bones about admitting that we are: faced

with an emergency Uniesa taekledilmmedrately unagma- -
twely, Its dlSElStl'OlIS eensequenees w1ll soon be tnamffy/
/
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on a-wider scale.,. %% - , -
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