" tic problem facing 1
tion arena. Even the problem

HE United- Nations Ge-

neral Assembly procla-
imed 1990 as the Int-

T

. ernational Literacy Year (ILY).
- Worldwide the number. of the

illtiterate, however, is es-
timated at some 900 miilion

notwithstanding
the overall illiteracy is continu-

ing to fall. In countries like-

the

Bangladesh picture is

| gloomier still with the illftcr-

acy rate showing just the re-
verse trend.

"The ILY considered to be a
'‘Summons to Action’, a launch-
ing-pad for efforts specifically
devoted to drastically reducing
flliteracy has evidently not got
off to a partiuularly flying start.
After two years — a fifth of the
total period -~ Bangladesh has

‘not really much tangible to

show on the literacy front.
much leas in education.

The hard fact is that. the--
population growth which is at

the rate of 2.18 officially
(although thought to be much
higher} .is racing far ahead of
the supporting means and
measures to curb the country’s
illiteracy. At the present rate
of population growth rate vis-a-

vis the gain in literacy, the

country simply requires no

less than 200 new schools to .-

maintain the status quo rela-
tion between them. But pri
mary schools are not at all
coming up.

Consequently, the- number

~ of illiterate is on the rise. The

current budget has allocated a
higher percentage of the GNP

than before for education but

not enough to tackle the gigan-
the educa-

at the primary level remains as

yet ‘the most acute. People - [P

hHowever scem te be more con-
cerned about developments in
the higher education, particu-
larly that of universities, than

- the primary education.

And it is not for nothing
that primary schools have to
take classes in the open, under
treces or in school houses or
buildings with the potential
risks of tragedies involving

" human lves. In 1983, accord-

ing to a government-sponsored
"school mapping exercise”, 87
per cent of the country's
school children lived within
two miles of a primary school.
That situation has not perhaps
changed much in the interven-
ing perfod. . )
Similarly. .the absolute nu-

" mber. of the illitcrate tn the

population . over five ycars old
was 45 milllot, and in
population over fiftcen 27 mil-

“lion. By the: year i981 these
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the fact that

little.

- Another

round the

the .

by Nllratml Halder

figures went up to 56 and 3..’-
million respectively, There is.
no knowing that the trend has

becn offset. by any remarkable -
. a certain standard. And {rec

improvement in the rirnarv

- ecducation, ralher in all likeli-

hoed, it ‘has gained momcén-:
tum. One silver-lining however
is that both literacy and school
attendance for women have

onc. Hnwever the overriding
compulsion for them to. drop-
out s purely cconomic. They
need” fuud and clothes to meelt

fcxtbooks are not an adeguate
answer to the prﬂblem of
drop-outs. That the poor par-
ents nced their children’s,
helping hands in_ huusichuld

_The ILY corisidered to be d Summons to Acﬁon a
launch-ing-pad- for efforts specifically deioted to’
drastically reducing illiteracy has evidently not got
off to a particularly flying start. After two years — a

fifth of the total period —

Bangladesh has not really

much tangtble to show on the literacy Jront, much

less in educaliﬁn.

B

grown far faster than for
women. In 1981 the litcracy
rate for* men and women were
39.7 and 18.8 per cenl. This
gap seems to have bridged a

About 60 per cent of all'

primary school-age children -

were entrolled, according to

1985 enrolment l'iguré
distressing figure is
that at the time only 22 per

cent schools could be used

-Jrli-

ehores and cultivatilnn is not
helping the cause. A 1982
study showed that only 17 per

- eent of children from families

with, less than five- bighas of
land (1.65 acres) attended

.school compared .to 62 °

cent of children from famﬂies
with more than five bighas.

Apart from such discrimina-

tions,  there are also another
kind of discrirnination involv-
som rﬂﬂﬂﬁidﬁrﬂbl}" standard

Impamng baslc education needs care

ycar 70 per cent
anly during the dry season.
Add’ to this the numbcer of
drop-outs and the gloomy pic-
ture just becomes gloomicr.

The students stay out of -

school for various reasons. The

poor statc ol schools is only
ing the ‘education at the pri-
Jary Icvel in- the primary

. schbols and kindergarten ones.

Even in"villages there are still

LY L

secondary schools but - the
sdame cannot be said about the
primary sthools. How the siu-
dents studying in thosc pri-

mary ar:hnnlq arc discrimi- .

nated against can hardly be
imagined. Bul the truth s that

“the students so left to suffer

carly in life can never hope to
clcctjvely compete with: *heir'

more privﬂegcd I:irar:ﬂHL i“‘"‘” |

sistf:rs -
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Infrastructure-wise fac tlitles -

How theracy Lose Grounds

and quality-wise teachers in |

urban schools are immensely °

superior to those of rural ones.

That disadvantage has its life- -

long effects on the village stuc
dents. The frony is that the

majority of the students come
from villages. And keeping the
majority at constant disadvan-
tage. no country can expectl to
make much of a headway. .

That precisely is the prob- |
the

lem with us. Keeping
whole country in the dark we
have set ourselves the task of
lighting the houses that are al-
ready iiluminated. Primary
teachers have moreover devel-
oped a nagging habit of taking
care of their family matters tn
the neglect of their duty a

i

teachers.” Even the quality nf a' |

substantial number of them are
suspect. One- good thing how-
ever ever to happen is the in-
duction .of more female teach- |
ers majority of whom are more

|

caring than their rna!e coun-

terparts.

Coming back to the riational
budget allocation for primary
education. it must be recorded

that the paucity - of fund is. a

major obstacle to raising the
standard of primary education.
Let there be a crash pro-
grammé — that ho pefully in-
volves both fnrmal and T110N-

 formal education — to ﬁxpa}ld

and improve the primary edu-

cation. Literacy after all is «li- -

vided in.functional and non-
[unctional forms.
stress should be on the fune-
tional education. We ought to

-recognise that primary educa-

tion is the ground- work. the
base, and it certainly. deserves
~ hetter deg, . The question_is:.

And the
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