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YAKARTA— Wanted im-
mediately. A fast-growng
\private  industrial group with
. plants around Jal and
. South Sumatra secks a. gunt
E-tu‘:r 6t , young and } energetic

| and chemistry.”
| . This advertisement nppeangd
recently in a newspaper o
gearch ' of - STM | (technical
middle school) grajiuates. It
was an indication tkat amidst
the oy for work | from the
~ ynemployed, there pre somo

_ job categuries that Jack traw-

; ed people. _
As Manpower ster &ua-
domo putg it, lack jof jobs 1s
not Indonesia®s n labowr

" problem. Rather, jevel of
education and skillj of work-
"ers cafnot match the require-

ments of the jobs hvailable.

" The Job Market | Exchange
reports that in 193283, there

" was 143353 jobs sailable of

1
1
1

which only- 84292 could be.

i filled. Still. jOh L O . nun-
bered 782,999 : '
Indoncsia coghises  the
need (o upgrade | vocational
skills 10 match thy demands

of industries For g start, the
\ Government  plans| to double
4 the mdnber of vocagonal irain-
g e
equipment for pradtical work.
Privatg indusiries are also e3-
pected 3o volunteer kheir shops
for apprentice wo! '

[ ]

' . anfa'i‘t. .-
| programme atarted in 1989,
aims fo develop the quality of
equipment and tepching staff
for STMs., The {faining of
- technical teachers falls on the
- Schoof of Technolaggy and Vo-
Kﬂﬂﬂtﬂl Educatien} (FPTK) of

%-the State Teach Yraining

] (AXIP) ih Padang,
o arta, s university town
* anetery casgl of Jakarte.
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STM griduates in. plectronics

tres compjeté  with

| Jakarta Upgfédes 'Vc's.ca'tidnél; Schools

~Warief Djsjanto

. Poth achools arg expected to

‘produce et least 25U technical

teachers each year, the first
b atech graduated last
month ~ (August). Because In
donesia  lacks 14,000 ° askilled

technicul teachers, the gra-

duates will start work' imme-
diately, Awarded a Master’s
Degree in education, the gra
duates are requird to teach
for six years in any ST
school in the country., . After

iia4 they are free to choose

" work in jndusiries or continue

teavhing.

The project is & joint effort
ot the Department of Educa-
tion and Culture,” the United
Nations Development Program-
me and the UN Educational,
Seientific and Cultural Orga-

pisation. Construction of FPTK .

facilities equipped with o
dern  workshops was made
possible with a World = Batk
loan. Today, 98 per cont of
'the déquipment for mechanical,
slectrical and automotive on-
_gineering have been installed.
- The technicat
jet was also made to enable
“STMs to keep up 'with advan-
s made by indusiries. For
instance they must also be ex-

hampered before with the ‘Jack §
of modern equipment. A revi.
sion in the STM curriculum
- Wag also called for. |
.An 1976, such a revision was
&hd&. with umphasis on ten..
‘thers who ° have - adequate
knowledge in pr.jactica‘l*work,_
- pot just thecry. The new cur-
riculum, in fact, incorporites
g 5050 division between theory

and practice. Each class <on

pists of two groups of 16 st
dents cach, maximising the
use of equipment. _

~Even the method of instruc.
tiori hag been changed. For
instance, onie technique now

teacher pro.
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used is called microteaching.
A teacher practises teaching
before  fellow -students. The .
etercise is recorded on video

tape, of which a discussion is
- later made

cn a student’s
teaching methods.

Meanwhile, twu governmeat

. STM schools in  Yogyakaria

" batch' of technicai
' graduates in 1he 198334 school-
year. A vocational teaching
centre (BLPFT) where STM
" students from both schools do
, practical work was opened in
1581. The centre, buillt with a
World Bank loan is simiilarly
" equipped as the teacher train

ing schools, The first batch of °

" graduates, trained under the.
new . batch of technical teach-
ers, i expected by 1984 ,
‘Previous graduates of the
STM schaols have already
found work, especially in the
textile, automotive and oil in
dustries., Of the 490 STM 1
graduates in 1982, orie out of
- four is working. Some have
joined thé armed forces, open-
ed thely owp sheps, or work-
ed with the civil service. Many
have gone . for further educa-
tion in college. Those still job-
less are put on a waiting list.
*i#c!wnls* and the_ technical
‘teacher  schools "are ready to
tackle advanced - technology.
The technical teacher schools
" have "increased their staff, zll
of whom had basic” training in
 the use of equipment and
three months apprenticeship
in #everal indusiries. Some
have even gotten foreign
training. At the same tihe,
methods developed in iechni-
cal teacher schools are also
passed on {o the STN schools.
Still, problemg persist. For
instance D. Hopkins, a British
consiultant with UNESCO says
there is a lack of .depth of

m agd Gan BN el wus 4490 a2l

"the need, But most times, they

" beenn proposed with education
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experience in the use of sop-
histicated equipment. Mr. Hop-
kins also notices a prevalent
attitude among students of
not wanting' to dirty  theic
hands in shop work, He like
wise points to the lack of ins-
tructors with solid industrial
experience which is highly

desirable duricg  practical
Another problem  is main- |}
tenance. In -the mechinical ;
‘engineerilg section, for ins- *
tance, only fwo ‘'mamtenance |

men are available for equipnent
like lathe machines which alone
pumber in the dorens. Poor
maintenance coutd also be
hazardous to students who
work with high-speed, preci-
sion machines. '-

One way for students to in-
crease. experience is through
cooperation with  industvies,
But thic is better said than
done. In Yogyakarta, for ins.
tance, eguipment available in
the technical teacher schoo)
may not be available ip local
industries. Of the . industries
may not be willing at al] to
cooperate.

Sometimes, industries .
would indicdte - a -desire
to cooperate when they have

do not want cutsiders to han-
die their equipment, It has-
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officials that a regulation be
issued to enable. students to
do regular appentice work in
industries. But ng followup’
to the proposal has been done.

How much Indonesia would
succeed in producing  skilled
STM workers, on par with the
Jatest technology and the
needs of industries, remains
t0 be secn. The fimm) say, of
course is with the industriss
which will hire theni. '
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