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The librafy using students of Dha-
ka University have been suffering a
lot due to the mismanagement of the

- library authorities and the negligence

j to duty by-a group of ‘staff,

The students who do regular lib-
rary work: have also” been facing
vanious problems due to negligence

" to duty by a group of employees and

the unexpected ‘gathering of outsid-

_ ers in the library reading.room.

Some studentsfound readmg in
the library told  the Bangladesh
Observer that some staff of the lib-
rary were negligence to their duties
and remained absent as they pleased.

A large number of students and
outsiders huddle inside the library
everyday just to chat and gossip and
exact the aircooler facilities of the
library. GM Abdul Gaffar, a Masters
Final Year student of English De-
partment of Dhaka University while
talking to the Bangladesh Observer
said, the library is no longer a place
for 5tudy but it has become a venue

. for amusement. Lover couples come

here every day and delve into amor-
ous talks, he added.

Sometimes activists of various stu-
dent organisations assemble -at the
library reading room after their parti-
cipation in procession just to take

| rest in the air conditioned room.
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They gossip loudly which hampers
studies of the students very badly.

Allegation also has that many stu-
dents and even outsiders tutor their

school and college-going students as -
| part time job even without minimum

objection by the library authorities.
Mr Faruq Hossain of Sociology
Department of the University
alleged that he sought a book to be
1ssued him for a week but in vain as it
was already issued by a teacher about
one mounth and a half ago. This is the
common feature of the library now-
a-days whereas the- library -author-
ities remain callous ‘to it.
i According to rule, a teacher can be

| sisstied . ten-books ‘for & month’ but
they are often issued more books and
they.. dunt return them in due time.
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G books are _not nurmally avmlable
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Vars:ty Correspondent

‘to the common students,
While asked about it the libranan

-Dr Sirajul. Islam said if the teachers

themselves don’t study how will they

- teach the students. He refutes aliega-

tion sayifig that teachers are issued

. books no doubt but in case of their
“failure to submit those in due time

they are charged with late-fines.

A teacher of Bengah Department™
of Dhaka University on condition of
annonimity, accused some corrupt
officers and employees of the library

for creating artificial * shortage of

books. “There are some library staff -

- who hand over books to the students

illegally in lieu of money and that
causes trnubles to the teachers and
students as well.

The library has a section to pre- .
serve the national dailies and weekly
magazines but unfortunately some of
the preserved files are damaged due
to the carelessness of library author-
ities. It is also notable that important
news items are cut off from most of
the files and there is none to resist it.

The librarian Dr Sirajul Islam |

however admits of some problems
and has said that the university au-
thorities are about to take necessary
steps to resolve that. While asked
about the illegal inflow of outsiders
into the library he replied that the
identity cards of the students would
be checked to resist it very soon.
The university authorities have |
plans to modernise the library. As |
part of that a section of the library
was provided with air cooler in 1994
and the remaining section was under-
way now. The librarian informed
that the library also set up two
computers with the assistance of
BANSDOC as part of its planning to
introduce Computer and Internet
system to cope with the modern
world. He glso informed that an
electric gate would be established at
the  entrarice go .as 1o resist the,
etr‘ésgé'-ssjejrsl}h Jﬂl -.*Hr A1 ks n:nJ !
It mayibe‘stated that Dhak’a?U'm- 15
versity library was established in
1921 Tt has two sections—one is the
University Central Library and the
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other, the Science lera. Thf: num-
ber of books ‘and journals’is about

five takh. Ty hundred 'and tw:nty F
five officers and emplnyees"are en-.
gaged in its service WTherelare;ten
reading rooms—six}in]thelCentral
Library and four in'the Science Lib-
rary. Every year books and ]pqma]s
worth Taka 72 to 82 iakhs are pu
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