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UNESCO’s plan T
' toeradicate |
- illiteracy -

PARIS. Sept. 10:—The 42nd ses-, {

ision of UNESCO's international con- ‘The closing date Eﬁiic conference
iference on education, a major event | cointides with the 2Sth annivérsary of

/
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J,ul‘ International Literacy Year, eided : | International Literacy- Day. ccle-

'Saturday in Geneva with the adoption | brated on September 8. Pope John. -

{of a reconimendation addressed to [Paul Il and UN Secretary-General
Imember states concerning the poli-- JPerez de Cuellar sent. messages to

-rammes necded in the strupggle against :.]ttons of the day included the presenta-
illiteracy during the next ten years, flion ‘of UNESCO's international . j-

reports BSS. L «* {lerdcy pnzes, awarded’ annually to -

The week-long conference -orga- | organizations or individuals who have |
;nized by "UNESCO's Intcrnational |made a particularly meritorions and
Bureau of Education was attended by | effective contribution to the strupgle
+ more than 600 delegates of 123 mem-  jagainst illitercy. The five prizes and *
ber states and representatives ol inter-  § seven honourable mentions were pre.
national, inlergovernmental and Non-  "snteted to the winners by UNESCO's
governmental organizations. Some 80 . Director-General Federation Mavor, |
delepations wére headed by ministers | wWho said™that “each ‘man and cach .
or deputy ministers. ~ - . . }'woman who becomes educated” is a
Soviet " President -Mikhail Gor- {[victory not only in the fight against
‘bachey sent a message 1o the confer- f ignorance. but also in the {ight against ¢
.ence in which he hoped that the.event ‘(poverty and destitution.” This vic.
would occupy. a place of its own .Jdtory. he added, is that of millions of |
*among other efforts of the cultrual "men and women-teachers, organizers, :
L community aiming pt- establishing rand - all the others coninbuting o
democracy and humaninsm in inter- progress in literacy. ~Our message,”
inationdl relations.” - said Mr. Mayor, is ohe of cnmul‘agé-' -f
Literacy. states the recommenda- iment and hope, a-message for the
tiony forms the cdre of any process of - respect of the dignity of all human
;education which aims-at genrating beings. May it reach them in all thei
, awarness, acumen and the concept of pountries and in ail their language A
f cuitual identity and developing the . ; , . s
ciritical facultics that.offer a means of -}-
escapé {rom the mary. forms of res- -
ignation bom of ingnosace. One of
. the essential steps to-be taken in order
1o achieve time-bound literacy targets -
| -curing the 1990s is to tenew existing
strategies, says the recommendation,
'which goes on to list several méasures
.needed to do this. One is the drastic
-reduction of drop-out from primary
school through cffective guidance.
consultation with parents and the
'local community. and the provision of |
midday meals and other incentives. ']
‘Non-governmental and  voluntary |
agencies in literacy work at different
levels in trying to éliminate disparitics §
between men women. and betweers
boys and girls-in primary scheoling. -
any effective policy should be fermu- -
«lated in co-operation with women's
organizations. o PR
- The involvement and participation
“of young people and adults in idén-
tifying basic learding. needs i also”
istressed. in the recomiiéndation.
“Basic cducation programmes should 1
?be directly linked to the concerns of
their daily life, and local communities
ishould be- encouwraged to determine
: their own gdals and responsshilities in |
+« conciete terms. The adopted text also
jtackle the. issues of evaluation-of
“learner’s achievemicnts. training of
/literacy teachers.and other personnel -
functional hteracy and continuing i
education, as well as regional and ;

iinternational co-operation. -. _.
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icies,  strategies and operational prog- - _{ UNESCO on the occasion.. Celebra. - -
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