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DAY'S ' specialisation = of

knowledge is in  [act
challenge to the traditional sor-
VICCS ofteted bv the libraries;
and the users, specially the
researchers, are 'in ca  heiplass
conditionn. Hence  co-operation
and- coordination become 2
necessitv, 1t is only libtuary o

operation ‘whichh can helpr g0 -

tackle the situation aud will help
s to €=t out from this heip-
less condition .

. 'Todays university librares
face problems «reated by two
Imaior events and these are "the
explosion of knowledge” ang
‘ithe explosion of students™
Te meet -the growiny ncueds
libraries look forwmrd to con-
tinued orogress in serving .thewr
users efliciently, Many methods
and technioues huave been ce-
vised for .it. Amonest them
librarv co-operation i the most
effective means to .face the

) DI'DEIEHL‘* .

The. term Library Co-opcta~
cxplanation
here. It  js. gepermlyt undeu-
stood to be a simple pinc2ss of
interdending or reading mate-
rials -among  librartes., 8.t n
fact it is much 1nore than that.
It will include* (a) co-operatve
acaguisition ¢of bonoks, periodi-

cals and. other reading matersus

abtanung
of 1he.

with the obilecy «f
maximum  coverge

world’s output of printed mate-

rials by the libraries of a ccun-
trv. (b). Rationalization of ibe
existing book stocks of different
libraries bv means of exchange
and similar inethods, In order
ensure that the maximum
number of readers have direct
maxintum mMim-
(¢) Preservation

access to the
ber o6f books.

- of national resculces on a co-

basis. (d} 1nier-
library loans as a -means of
temvporarily supplémentiny the
coverage of individual libraries.
. The matter of discussion will
be confined htre- to onlyw ohe
aspect of fibrary co-operation
1.e_ Inter.lending between unis
versity libraries and its nossible
implementation in Bangaldssh
with a view to create a healthy
librarv cooperation for farili-
tating and encouwragine higher
nd research in our uni-

oberatrve
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| Since a university library cannot procure
all the books and periodicals that the scholars
and researchers may want to read, a well
co-ordinated system of interlending books
should be developed to supplement the efforts
of the six universities in the' country.

versities. It will help research
bw oprovidine maximunr servy
¢es with minimum means. . It
suppleruents a librarv's resour-

ces bv making available througsh’

direct loans, materials gyvat
able in other libraries und not

passessed by borrowing lbra

rv. If may be mentioned here
that there is an informal ister-
lending svstem °~ among ‘some
bbraries In our coutry. But
this informal., half-hvarted and
limited co-operation . will not
serve the purpose. However, it
is reallv a egood siem and also
a matter of jov for us that at
Jeast we can sav that  some
Iibraries realise the iraportance
of such co-operaiicn * |

In all developed and develgp-
ing countries of the world there
is an  increasing tendeacvy of
co-Operation among librarjes—
specially " in resear¢h ones in
identifving areas of specializas
fion bv individual library in
order to avoid cowmpetition for
rare angd expensive items. - If
we follow this principlz we
shall. be able to auquiry maxi-

mum resources with our mini-

mum means, The total beok
resources 0f our univessity
libraries cover only a small per-
centage of world publications.
There is no scope of denving
the fact that arney bottienack in
Iibrarwt services and resgurces
will defimtely hkamper. research
activities sericuely. Research
may be made from various
stand-points by the roscarch
ers, He mav warnt to konow 2R
the available vpublishel sources
of information alone the line
of his researen and the libre-
rles can make two major -un-
tributfions by . supriving the
primarv  and the secondary
sQUIces.
lished
tion,

iqfc-rmatinn.
publication and

prepara-
circulas

.‘ . ‘. .
tion _of gndexad, ! catalpobiews

‘we do

These are latest pud- -

bibliographies, . absiracts etc.
Anv artic.e useful for higher
studies and research shouid be
abstracted and circulated Abs-
tracts help the vsors to- egupe
the real value of the article.
Union catalogue of books and
periodicals wild  indicate the
materials available in one’s own
country, It  will help injer
library lending and avaid un-
necessary  duplication,

National union catalocuz i3 4
verv big thing, It is = joint
venture of libraries. Howeves,
the preparaiion and publica-
tlon of such catalogue officially
falls under the purview of the
National Library. We have no
umon catalopue. But i should
have been done long bhefore.
We knew that the Naticnal
Library of Bangladesh had &
vroiect to ocmpile a  union
catalpeue ol periodicals
unfortunately we do nor ¥now
the ultimate fate of the proiect.
The necesslv of suck 2 cata-

logue cannet be ignored. It is

imperative for obvious reasons.

In the interest of research,
our universitv librariss can do

~one thine which will surely be

more econmic- and also a fea-
sible propositition for us. In
Is compilation of union cata-
logue of the holdings of thz uni-
versitv librarles we have six uni
versities and .five university inge
titutes and eaén of them has a
good librarv of its own. But
uitfortunately due to the non-
existence ©f umon  catalogue
not knocw what the
Dhaka University o the Ckit-
tagong Uniserstv Libracy have.
?I‘h;s mav be removed througn
union catalopue 6f  univessity
libraries. In che absa>uce of
such a catalogue iutar uriver-
sitv lendine service cannot work
f;‘ultgxﬂw which 1s very essen-
tial in_a countrv_like curs hav-
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ing verv limited bouk resources
The University Grants Com- .
mission may take the respon-
sibilities of prepaiing the uwmon.
catalogue oOf university libra-.
res and other or ganisations
and centres wiich coordinate:
and enccourage hugher  stuaies,
and researches, If wa consider
the necessitvy Of such a cala-
logue, we mav all sit together
ang plan out a programme. It/
will- be more useful o placcf
ape set of catalogue at each |
university library_ Interdending .
cannot work efficiently without £
f

3

)

union catalogue and -hecap pho-
tocopving facilities.

To simplify and standardize
the services inteclending |
code must be formulated. It
must be Kept in mind that the!
rules which will guide in the
actual working of inter-iending
should not be verv rigid in its
applications.  Inter-lending  in-
volves other things such as cost
of services on bath the sides,
transportation cost, loss of |
services to local reusders,
loss of materials during transit i
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etc. These issues must be re-
ceived caremt and  desirabla.
consideration while preparinz
ruies  for Inter University
Lending. '

lLendiny of materials ° must
be restricted.  Certain  mmate-
rials should not be . generally
loaned out even if they are in
demand. For example books
which are available in local mar
ket, reference works whizh are
in constant use, books necded
for instructional works by Fa-
culty memnbers, rare books, |
current periodicals, fragile
materials, manuscripts unmiybe
lishad “heses etc. (photocopvl
mav be supplied). A consider-
gble and desirable collestion |s
taken for granted im a Univer-
sity librarv for dav-today use.
Sa the cuestion of inter-lending
will -arise onlv in  reas~nable
and gemuine ground mnzinlv for
tmicue and less Roquently used !
books. No 'fibrary can efford |
mass lending., Interdending
can onlv be successful If it is
confined only to unusual books{
for unusual purposes. It also.
requires weneruus aftitude snd
cooperative meatalitvk
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