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Prime Minister Sheikh Hasina on

j. Monday said top,most importance
- should be attached to  the child,

+-women and adult literacy to remove -
3 the curse of illiteracy from society,

A reports BSS. . ~
" In a message on.the eve of the
v: International - Literacy Day, ~ the
| . Prime Minister said despite tmprove-
'ment in child literacy due to tech-
t nological .development, modernisa-
k:tion, influénce of mass media and
» social consciousness, a big chunk of
:the population is still in the gnp of
E* illiteracy. This is-disrupting the over-
¥ gll development of the country, she
i said adding, her government is deter-
mined to rémove it. |

|  Sheikh Hasina urged all irrespec:.

« tive 'of caste, creed, faith and sex to
¢ work unitedly to materialise the gov-
1 ernment commitment to -dnve out
| illiteracy from society by 2006, as
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literacy is the: birth right of all -

- citizens.

She seid it is heartening that éxten- .

" give public consciousness has been
, created in society. The Non-formal

» Education Department has been

‘doing important work all over the

country in this regard. Bangladesh
] achieved the UNESCO International

, Literacy Award as a result of the

try globally. All citizens deserve cre-
¢ r{%lm tlu{, she said. "

- public and, private initiatives, which".
. has enhanced the image of the coun- -
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Sheikh Hasina said Father of the .

" Nation Bangabandhu Sheikh Mu-

jibur Rahman had taken extensive
¥ and unprecedented steps to extend
i education to al) levels of national
““life, and for -introduction of the

! Universal Primary Education Prog-

. ramme. “We want to carr{ forward
-, the programmes of the Father of the
¥'Nation”, she said. '

% The Prime Minister said elaborate
f- initiatives have been taken to formu-

# lite national educational policy, in-

crease . literacy “rate, extend -aduit
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* literacy and education to all levels of !
! national life.*
" -Sheikh Hasina expressed her hope
ithat with the cooperation -of people
illiteracy will be.eliminated from the 4

|

tcnlunlry. _
}  She wished the day a success.
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