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convocation today

Varsﬁy Correspondent

The 40" convocauon of Dhaka
University will be held today (Sat-
urday). This is the first ever Gen-
eral Convocation of the university
since after the birth of the country.

The salient feature of the Convo-
cation is to confer Honorary Doctor.
of Law Degree on Prime Minister
Sheikh Hasina and Honorary Doc-
tor of Science Degree on Nobel
[aureate economist Amartya Sen.

The Chancéllor of the university
President  Justice  Shahabuddin
Ahmed will preside over the con-
vocation and give away certificates

“And we shall hold the Convoca-
tion every ycar from now on”, he
added.

Meanwhile, a dress rehearsal of
the convocation, without the guests,
was held on Friday where all the
recipients of cemﬁcate:s and medals
including the faculty members
attended. The venue of the cere-
mony-the Gymnasium Ground o
DU near the Central Shaheeg
Minar, wore a real festive look wi
participants in black gown attend—

“ing the rehcarsal.

*

Leaders of all the uppnsrtmn

_ . Nobel laureatc and. urnrld rennwned economist Dr Amm’tm Sen and !us

" &, wife being recéived at the Afrport-on Friday, by State Minister for -

zr* ', 'Planning Dr. Mohinddin Khan Alamgir. Dr. Sén ‘will bé conferred: t ‘
- honorary doctorate degree: at tlu 40th mnvncahon ﬂrﬁ Dhaka Univers::t}’

_-today (Saturda}r} -"f' o,
and medals o ﬂﬁrecuplents ‘f )
2 Dr.. Amartya~Sen arrivedtin the
le}’ on- Friday, 4t 12:30 P.M.. He
Sfwas Feceivéd at the airpost by the
*-Vice ‘Chancellor, of ‘Dhaka Univer-
“" E:t Prof. A K. Azad Chowdhufy;
*"“‘State Minister for, planning. Dr.
‘éMnhluddm Khan» Alamgir,’ noted
s Mathematician .Dr. Mustafal Zamals
Nazrul Is[am ‘Pro-Vice hance!lur
< ,of “Dhaka, Unwerglty rofi Md.
Shahadaf'Ah -and; Pther high' ﬁnvﬂ
em’ment and nniversity officials’ <
= Phdka University * aithorities-.
& have andertaken allout preparatmns
*to-Hold he. convocation* smoothly>*
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this occasion. Important buildings

3 have been .renovated, the entire
campus has ‘been whitewashed,
tawns have been mowed and streets.
have been paintcd with designs. - »-
“We have completed all neces-
sary preparations”, Prof. A. K.
Azad Chowdhury said.at a_ last

&miﬁute press brieﬁngi on Friday.- (Bee Pa.ge 16 Col. 2)
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parties .- excépt " Jamaat-é gl
Bangladesh,, have also been mvt
to the carcmuny +Though- we could

" not make an‘appointmeny with: the
feader of the:main Opposmﬂ‘ri'*BNP

as she was. prencfcu iéd - with. pr
grammes: during- the last tWwo- ﬂayés‘.
we already sent7d, Set of, invitatign
Vlcm Chancelipr
Prof. Azad Ghuwdhury said: 5130
The Vice Charcelior; “also caligd
“upon - all fcgardless of.: pohtlcal
“4ftiliation§31¢ coime fnrwqrc! md
h:ﬂp make the ,ﬁrst ‘evet: Convota-
£ ficn - singe -Ihe Liberaimn of, the
mnunlry and “the lashﬂne in the
,Century aswell. 25 4,@ '; I
“The convﬂcatgoq wd_l cc: t ’-‘ithe
umvermty authorities neari}' “aka

two. crore. But the University

;.Grants Commission  (UGC) has

allocated taka 95 lakh for the con-
vocation and it is_expected that
UGC will provide extra money t
meet the expenditure”, said a D
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(From Page 1 Col. 3)

§ official on condition of anonymity.
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The university has earned 1uka
. thirnty thousand through registration

by the graduates. ‘A total of 1,486

graduates out of 7769 have regis-

tered for the convaocation.

The university authorities have
prepared some 3000 ftraditional
black convocation gowns at a cost

- of taka 26 lakh. The university,
. however, had some one thousand

old gowns that had become unus-
able.
“But the fees for registration was

. enormously high which restricted a

farge portion of the graduates from
registering: for the convocation”,
said Mohsin Ashraf, a student of
the department of Library and In-

:'_fﬂnnatmn Science Whﬂ could not

register for the ceremony due to
high fee. “Besides, the difference
between the registration fees of the
students and .that of the teachers
who will receive their doctorate
degrees is highly discriminatory”.
he added. He further said, “The

. teachers have paid only taka 50

while we, the students,* were
charged taka 7507,

The Vice Chancellor, at the press

- briefing, acknnwledged this and

said that fees would be reduced to

- the hmut of the students in future to
~ ensure adequate participation.

Talking to this correspondent, a

university official said that Prime

Minister Sheikh Hasina would be
awarded the honorary Doctorate
Degree for her outstanding contri-
bution, to the establishment of na-

" tional, regional and world peace,
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alleviationy'~ women

povertyn ¢

.empowerment and democratisation

of the country whﬂe Prof. Amartya
Sen would bc given honorary
Doctorate Degree for his contribu-
tion-to human knowledge in gen-
cral and to the discipline of eco-
nomics in particular.

The graduates and medal l‘ECIpl—
ents participating in the convoca-
tion are those who got Masters
Degree in 1996, Honors Degree in
1997, Honors and Masters Degree
in 1996 and 1997 from various
institutes of the university, M.Phil
(January ’95 to June ’98}, PhD
(after the 39" convocation in. *70),

BBS and BDS in 1997 and 1998,
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BSc in Textile Technology 1n 1997,

* BS¢ tn Nursing Science in 1997

and 1998, BSc (Pass) in Home
Economics in 1997, Post Graduate
Degree in Health Science and Re-
search in 1997 and 1998 and those
who have been awarded Gold
Medal after 1992,

Venue for the day-long pro-
gramme has been selected at the
central playground of the Univer-
sity. The ceremony will commence
at 10 A.M. and will be divided into
two parts. In the first part, the
Chancellor will award the hnnnrary
degree to the Prime Minister and
Amartya Sen and in the second part
the ﬂthEI’S will receive certificates
from the President.

A colourful convocation proces-
sion will be brought out on the
campus in the moming on the day.
VCs and Pro-VCs of different uni-
versities across the country will
also attend the ceremony.

Prominent personalities of the
country including ministers, chiefs
of political parties, former re-
nowned alumni of the unwersnty,
chamber leaders and senior jour-
nalists will also attend the convo-
cation ceremony.

Dhaka University will bring out
a booklet on this auspicious occa-
sion with the details about the uni-
versity - activities and its achieve-
ments. A souvenir will also be
released on the occasion.

Convocation gates at different
points of the campus have been
built while the Main Gate of the
Convocation set up at Shahbag will
be kept there permanently to mark
the first general Convocation after
the Liberation of the country. -

Meanwhile, the student wing of
main Opposition BNP, Jatiyatabadi
Chhatra Dal (JCD) will nbsewe a
half-day hartal, from 6 A. M. to 12
IOOR, in the city to protest the con-
ferring of Honorary Doctorate
gree on Prime Minister Shei
Hasiria.
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