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“The Questlon Of Text-Books

w Ooneem about the pregresswe detenerauon in the
- quahty of téxt-books prescribed for Bangladesh schools at g
| . secondary and higher secondary levels, has been persis- |
" tent for years. Many of them are not: badl)r written and 1
- edited but also-badly illustrated and printed on inferior. ;
" ;quality paper, and fail'as a result to impress the young and 1
~ give them the educatiori and: trauung Whl(:h text-beoks are
supposed to import. . r‘
! “The National Text-Beek Beard which has the sele '_
- responsrblhty of getting text-books written, prescnhmg or-
recommending them; often seems either unresponswe to-
. criticisms or to blame it all on'the pubhshera Two sessjons [
h_ ago, the Board was forced by pressure from the press to
\ withdraw a text-book for. English. The pieces of English |
. prose included were shown by the entres who were drawn
. from parents ‘as. well“as Unwemty staff to- eentam
i idiomatic and: grammatlcal errors. 0 - |
i - The publishers who “are. eften blamed fer the:r ,
! mablhty to put-on’ the market errer-free books counter by |
saying that they are usually.given three to. four months in \
whrch to eentaet wnters, print and publish the books. Few :
; publishers anywhere in-the world, they complain, .can f{
possrbly market in three months- whose eentents and
- appearance would be satlsfactery L
We have always thought this viéw to be eerrect and .
} recall pleading on more than one occasion for a- change in,
| the Text-Book Board's procedures It passes our compre-- "
* hension why “the ‘Board should - seek to change its 1
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! ‘prescriptions at regular annual or two-yearly intervals and
| announce its decrsron to adopt new books only about six
menths in advance ‘of - the sessrea fer which they are
' meant. o T IR |
r . The Jatest nenﬁcatren frem the' Board that we have
befere us marks a shght change and has invited books for
; the school year beginning in January 1991. Excellent we
ﬂ. mlght have said, but the whele point of the change has
been cancelléd out by the msrstenee in"the notification .
i' published in newspapers early in August that all manu- -
4 _scripts or publications:must be-submittéd for the Board’s
' approval by 30-November 1989. This gives the writers and
‘ publishers barely three months in which to. compléete the

e -

‘entire process of wrmng, editing and printing. To say.that A
it is a tall order is.tc put it very (=.'.Ju,r:alzlemlstleall}r What we
are afraid, will happen, is a repetlt:lon ‘of the old story, a *.

" set.of books prepared and prmted ina. hurry..Even the |
 best of writers, would be hard put to produce for chlldren Ny

] really first-quality books-in just three months.- k
- We do not understand the justification for thrs hurry 3
‘when the books will not be needed until: January 1991.
The ‘time for submission should in our ]udgement be |

‘ _extended up to middle of 1990 in order that writers'and |
) _pubhshera may have a reasenable epportumty to de their -
!
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We take epportumty to draw attentlen to-one apecral |
matter in which as an English-Language newspaper we are
partu':ulaﬂ}r interested. The Text-Book Board, we:notice, ..
invites reading materral in: E.nghsh also from loeal writers™

: and publishers. We have always held the view that teading j
‘material in a foreign language, chosen for children should
be selected from the work of estabhshed writers born to
the language concerned, Publishers in thé United I‘L’mg—{i

. dom have produced hundreds of children books written by
experts which under contract eeuld be re-pubhshed loeajly
at cheap prices. |




