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'elf-rehance A*l Educatnon \1 + T

" Self-reliance as a.cult has been more in the air | | .ﬁ ].1 3
for the last one and half decades or .so than in Wi T

‘practice. It has also. been more an idea than one : | l\-._._( ia
l? translated into @ policy. Further, it has peen heard

and seen articulated by national leaders. or their | @

- administrative counterparts in the special context of i - Th B

- food pmductlon as much as economic growth. Nonc € Qng[a d es

" of these however have yet been an achieved goal.

‘We have talked about it more than we have worked

-along the precise lines to achieve it as a concrete
| factor of progress in the basic ‘or ancillary. natlonal
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-sectors. -,
- The first step in progressis, 10° repeat a cliche. '
3 educatmn and in education however there are steps - . : | |
and stages The first step is. upto the end of the -

~ primary course and the next one is the post-primary
5‘ upto class VII1. Thenceforward it progresses til the’ (-
| "end of the Secondary School Certificate session ¢nd E
| ~'that closes the primary and.the post-primary period
and course. of ‘education. Qur focus. in this article 1s ’, ’
the planning or replanning this segment of education .
i with a view to fostering the cult of self- reliance: ,,
" Considered as a.problem this part of educational ‘
|
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"~ development is. one with its problems not vet as
thoroughly examined as they should be: .. |~
The first among these probiems 1s -not so much
Cof enrolment as the primary stage but that -of :
~ drop-outs around, class V well into class Vil -
onwards tll the. final S.S.C. examination. Dr(}p-outs
.’in pre-S.S.C. examinations .include quite sizeable
numbers of  those children who cannot continue
school beyond either the, primary stage, or thosé
failing in the primary school examination plus those {
whose parents cannot continue ﬁnancmg the-educa-; *  «
tion' of the children beyond any point up the line to " {

__ the S.S.C. stage. Roughly they constitute two-thirds
‘of the total enrolled children, it would be more

- ,rather than lesson a precise- statistical count. "

1‘ Tl‘llS IS a national problem and has becn discus-
» - %ed by our educationists_or experts or planners in s

- education seminars held from time to time 1n the -

- city, but the ideas and suggestions offered them have

mostly remained confined  either in the learned

- papers read or the learned gathering.of the educated

- elite ‘participating in these- forums. .
. This early state of educational rearmg of chil--

‘  dren could as well be timed for thém to be mltlated
into lines of training which will eventually turn them . |

. - Into self-reliant young or adult individuals: Uptothe:-
f'; primary stage i.e. after the simple ‘education h’lS%l _'
“enabled thém to’read and-ur understand things, say, '
) ~ from after,class VIIL or even earher they, can be '
1*‘*enrﬂlled or'h%fenrolled as trainees-in - as many :

_ 'vocations as there are trades in a rapidly techmeally
developing world The vocations may.range from -
1 weaving 1o’ carpentry to smithery to.firming of fish, . ! _‘
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+ poultry, flower, fruit and what not rechemical
E training such as is related to electricity, radio. ,Vi f
¢ and.a number of other modern smail and biggish £
| * technologies for which a syllabus is to be formulated {
= by education planning experts. - .
% 'The advantage is that they would be suitable for "
'empinyment in. public and private cohcerns in.
technical jobs and, failing to find one, they could 1
short a workshop on a small or more-than small scale J
. on their own. Needless to say as techmically trained X
¥ hands they -will in greater demand for employment"
- abroad. It may be noted that in an expanding ,
overseas labour market Bangladeshi’s representation
is just marginal compared with India’s or the Koreas'
or Japanese and others. Ours are mostly untrained | . .
. t boys and naturally get doomed.to do. mostly mintaf ‘ | *
' jObS__ a L TN
B Our purpose is to suggest a ossible pmﬂmﬂh(
Ime"* | {h prunar . posgprifpary an
o rt.structured t giad
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