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1 ifesto proclaims the UNESCO’s be- -
lief in the public library as a living -
force for education, culture and in- -
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AN as part of 'society inferit §
and enters-into full posss:ssion
I of the rich national heritage ¢ cul-

ture and experience. if he is to

perfunn 'his, due fanctions as a,mem-
if ber of society and contribute possi-
| tively to the welfare of the group , he
must posses the normal knowledge' of
a man. Advancement of mvﬂjzanmq
reqmres .that each member of thex
society shall acquire so much of -

COmMMmon knnwleﬂge as is the-basis of |

cooperative life. A library is an
effective institution for pmiunged
systematic self-cducatmn of man in
 society.  Formal-'education at all
levels can be conducted more effec-
tively with well equipped libraries.

There was a time when a library
rded as a storhouse of know-
ledge. Modern libraries are no longer
depositories of past, present and
future. They are the centres of stor-
age and retrieval of information
places where informagon materials
are indentified, collected, recorded,
organised, evaluated,
administered and preserved.

The UNESCO public tibrary man-

foramtion and as an essential agent

I for the fostering of peace and under-
| standing between people and be-
| tween nations. S.R. Ranganathan's

library manual outlines the public -

'} library as a social institution, “having

1 antiquarian functions.”

educational,
economic, industrial,

informative, political,
cultural and

“The objective of the public library
is to estaklish a new social order. In

] otherwords, it is to be considered as .

an instriurpent of social change. At

present information is being re-
‘garded - as a national resources,
| perhaps as fundamental as energy-or
| matter, which affects all human acti-
| vities. Information is power. It is

indispensable in human_society. It

| needs to be put in’ the service of the
} whole" cornmunity. It is the public

library which can. provide access 1o
documents information free of
charge for all in the commumty. Ib

_this 'way, & public library can contn-
bute to the welfaré and progrees of

the community served by it.

interpreted,

‘and plays a vital role in the

Role of Pub_hc lerar' y In Socnety

ADM AllAhammed

A pubhc library serves the local

community and is open to the public
without any distinction. It must be
readily accessible to members of the
community irrespective of race, pro-

fession, refigion; culturé or creed,

sex, language, age, status and educa-
tional attainment!. People are
nllowed free and cqual use. All age

- groups mast find materials refeyant.,
te their needs, Collections and. ser- .
.vices have to irclude all types of -

a, “propriate media and modern tech-

nd. 'ogeis as well as tradltmna] mate-

rialy .
As a social mstltutmn the publlr.:

librarit >’ function is not only to

satisfy t, he need for books but also to
pmmntc the desire for books. In

promoting - the reading habits of the
people, the - library has to make them -

fibrary mind, led, which means it has to
draw more @, '1d mole peopie towards
the tibrary. A} nublic library perfroms
the functions-yf providing for in-
formation, educs\1ion, recreation, én-
tertainment and-i.
tion and entertay ment should be
provided through .’feadmg Certain
kinds of books and ) other reading
materials can 1éad to 1"claxauon and
achievement of pleasur“‘c

The public tibrary is co Misidered an
essential part of a mode’tn society
Ycommun-
ity. It can help in safe RQuarding
democracy,  creating . oliticdl
awakening, bringing social ajyware-

. ness and fostering creative le.isure

activities. A public library can  day
an irportant role in helping differe %t
sectors of the community. It can hel?
farmes to improve production and !

businessmen_ to improve  business’,

prospects.

Public hibraries toda)- are essential-
Iy “universities of the people.” They
are-a product of modern democracy
and a practical demonstration of

. democracy’s faith as universal educa-

tion is a life long process. Libraries
are concerned with the entire spec-
trum. of knowledge.. Thus we see
public libraries have a very :unpahanl
part to play in future developmetit of
the social, cultural; educational and
research progress in a country. The
public library in a society should be
the heari frnm whlch every develop-
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ment in the co Jnununify
flected. A local.

social nerve c& stre of the locality.

The childre rys department of a
public Tbrar y seeks to encourage
wider readiy g :and 1o develop a love
of books..f t c an "enable children to
pursue pef son. #b and extra-curricular
interests, .to uste the library as an aid
1o hiving, and; at the appropriate

~ library. The p iblic tibrary is open to
childre:n irres ive -of the school
they attend. [t is open during holi-
days - and ivin also provide study
accrmmodation to assist pupils
wh.ose home "conditions are not con-
dracive to stuc ly and thus it can lead to
formation of reading habits at an

- early age -

The public ¢ hbrary attracts b)' con-
verting: itself f into.a community and
cultural cen tre. It is an agent to
procure anid transfer informationrand

knowledge [ur the advancement of -

sm:lety and its culture. It may orga-
nige a lectur x, a musucal concerts, a
puppet-shos v, drama, a music show,
Jbook disr fays and exhibijons,

celebration of local and national fes-

tivals, a s tory hour for children,
reading circ 3es and to offer a meeting
- place for local organizations and
association: i. In this context, a public
ibrary may - assume a vital role in the
“social struc gure as it can provide the
opportunit: y for communication be-
tween mer 1. - - L
The put_)lic library. not unly raises

the level ¢ { intelligence and status of
the corrm onman but also to a great

extent H3c geases the quantum of the
’ COMMON$ gnse of the average man in
. the comit tunity. The library tends to
3j increase

¢hange {; he reading tastes' of the’
. prople ar: W helps to raise the level of
-culture. - '

Vory - [ ew men and women have

the opp « drtunity to receive formal
schoolia ¥ fdr education. In fine, we
can say - that public librarigs are one
of the pt *-. iblic institutions of society, a

partof1 hc social landscgpe. The real

busines uf ‘public Libranes is com-.

munity “de yelopment, improving the
‘quality  of s.ecial lives and encourag-
ing thr 2 (dever'opment of their econo-

-y

gets re- |
public library is the -

time, t¢ take 1ap the use of the adult

‘the reading habits and-

mic conditions. So the public library

is indispensable for society t0. edu-
cate, inform and also convert an
individual into a better citizens.
But, unfortanately, the public lib-
raries _in Bangladesh in their re-

SOUrCes, nrganmatmns ‘readers and |

extension services do not reflect the
above mentioned role and activities,
The development of public libraries.

‘has beén stow and spﬂradlc There

are various deficiencies in the library
set-up. This is mainly due todack of a
public library act and the absence of
a national body or commttee. to
advise the government on library and
information affairs.

1In spite of inadequacies, failures
and inconsistancies, there is no cause
for @ sense of frustration. The estab-

lishment of the department of public’

 libraries by the government, with all-
 its inadquacies, is a step in the right

direction. Public libraries help one

and ail—children, adolescents and

adults—to educate -themselves con- |

tinousty irrespective of sex or:creed
and thus help them to be atizens

with the ability for independent dect- §
- sion and equip with a share of com-
‘mon culture for cooperative living.

The library is- the only organization
which develops the IQ of the com-

" mon man. The public library, which

keeps open for twelve tp forteen
hours a day, will welcome the com-
mon man and give him an opportun-
ity to develop himself according to
desire, capacity or need.

Public libraries can provide well-

stocked reference -materials and |}

wide-ranging loan services based on
systems of branch libraries. They are

further supplemented by travelling

or mobile libraries, which serve out-

lying thanas and also villages. Speci-

fic facilities are provided for the old
and the disabled, and in many cases
library services are organised for

" local schools, hospitals and jails.

The governmens has planned- to
formulate a library policy aiming at
building a smooth library manage-

a - ment system in the country. from

central to rural level, This pnhcy will

‘provide adequate prm'lsmns for
financial requirements, ‘so that if

would be possible to offer sound
services throughout the country.
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