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SAARMG;;EFLforts’At
Reglonal Co Qeratlon

.i_.b Two,.important cffurtx talu.n by the regiony] *i
| forum 5f SAARC nations in recent days, 18 th:\“
“meeting of the Technical Committee on. Health and”
A Pnpulatmu and a three. day semunar. on ‘Enforee-
ment. Prosccution: and Trml of Druy. Related Off-
!' enees. AlthnuLh doubtléss the two issucs are mter-
related.-as drug addiction has such an adverse mr..u
-on human hmllh the first of these auluulx 15 ONg
alwavs upermmt in our minds in the wake of the }
;almdih increasing. pnpulalmn in Bmwl..u.h,ah o
| ] It is indeed satisfying 10 Know our regional
| 1(01‘11111 s attempting:{o: ko mntml of these vital” K
issues and more-.besides.” and. cach, ndtion® within
{SAARC is endeiy Uunnﬂ 10 combat the detects to be - j
y found 1n. the- manner in uhu.h health services are
HLndcrcd o the people: The clock s xlmdhtxlh
running-down as we wend our way towards the vedr,
ZUUU the date set by us‘in SAARC 10 aumn the “{hll l
‘Health. for “All- by - 2000.° o
- The rcmnumndatum by th 1LL|TIIIL=1] (nmmlt- |
tee ‘on Heulth and Pm«puluunn 10 se up 4 centre for- 1
tuhcrculmh in Nepal and 10 cstablish in Pakistan a.
~cumrc for- the Lu-nrdumunn of a numnk arrange- t
anI hx.mu:n relevent mxmulmnx within SAARC. |
countries aimed at achieving thal w hth has Gl now
alwavs cluded us. thr.. uud:uulmn of: madaria,
sucu%lul these two efforts will go-a long Wav i
uducnﬂﬂ our’ joimnt ai for Hmlth for All by 2000 i
tor both these scourges mlu. ql lr:.mcnduuh mll nt
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‘hunian life within this region. - T : 1
ThL major focus tor SAARC. must of mccwtx
; *be on’Famuly Planning and l’npul.umn Control aru,m A
! » - where..with the exception of Sri Lanka. none ofaus | 1
- . seento be making Loo much progress. and new ideas
P i und {hnuuht*-. must therefore be’ forthcoming if we'
P boearg 10 achicve our gml of keeping population, mthm
| B -mf.umt-_mhlr:: limits but we would be fathinig in our . l
datv if we did not bring into focus the necessity 1o do \
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more 1o reduce: existing levels of mhuu and. thld
meortality rates  and cases ol maternil death. In our
-} f npmmn focus must nLccmlrlh be here for reduction |
“in these rates. which are far too high dl'ltl mmlh
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. unaceeptable for. a cmlmd nation. “wil. ruuil !
. M’I’ld“LT famitlies as i rmluml ULIlLt‘H‘ﬂL of usaunl\ tnr
F: llfc -4 ' ~ SRR FI'

: | s !
o A guick Llancc at th statistics for Ihh region g
i“"” show thc cxtent to xthh W e lml\mu und It %

. concerns us even. more to note that our own [heures +
-+ sfor mnfant mortality are 100 high cvenfor countries u!

] SAARC Life L\pt.u.-.mu mma m*luLh hn..h:.mn Sn
;. - Lanka, and” the* Maldivés lhan in anv: of 1Iu. ulhur
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. . -countrics of SAARCG and it issull d:xlmunu lu notd
L that in Nepal. Bhutan and Bimgladesh. men uuilu L\? .
" women: when .geperally it should be” the otherway
“around. A rLﬂu.tmn of, th u.m.ml IH’.‘“‘LLI of- Ihr..
female pl..l"hdp'-. o ' R — 1
-0 Any regional effort 1o combat drug lmimknw_.
. dnd druu uhuac which distresses all lhmkmu people
as nfore and more voungsters adopt the habit: will be:
applauded. - T |uhtcr n.nnlrul of the borders and. .
. airports. and stiffer punnhnu.nu should. reasontells
- us. help to contam this anu- pmplt. crime however.
" the profits to be carnced trmn this lucrative business'
3 dppL;lI'b to be so great as to.jusuty the risks. 1t
L sanctuary.can bé dLl'ﬂLd the fugitive trom justicee, at.
‘ sleast within our Own region of SAAR( ‘we perhups
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| . can cnntml pdl’lh.ll'h’ thﬁ. vile: huwlnna in human l
- carnage. From the, health ‘ﬂdL cnanmlmn in the . ‘
4 trcatmmt “ofs druE ;,tddu.lmn through the u:nutuml i
y picdia w ould ]lt.l.lp rcducc lhc COSLS of uduulmu 1h-.. '- X

people (0 the; d:lﬂﬂt‘l‘b“"t}f drug addictmn
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