The Bangémdese Obs

ORE than a million lives were
claimed by a.famine which!
| struek Bengal, India; more than half
©.a century” ago. Yet, the calamity
Jcould have’béen averted had in- .
" formation about surplus food else- ..
where in the sub-continent was avail-
*able-to the gnvemment :
" The tragedy is cited by -Om Pra’
“kash- Kathuna an Indian agricultural.

-

8 statistics expert working in Uganda,

- to.stress the importance. of effectwe

- food supply information systems fer

* gmremmems

" “In the case of Bengal, it was said

" that the famme was not a natural
~“disaster; it was man- -made,” he said.

- “It"was said that there was no

.“I-h

‘dearth of food grains ih the country.
Perhaps. the gmremment was nhot
aware exactly where oy .in what quan-~
tities the surplus food stocks were
“available.. ‘Otherwise -it “could have
‘moved “them to Bengal where ﬁey
‘were maost needed

“Atcurate information about the
country’s food situation would have
gwen it advance wammg *uf the
lmpendmg fdeaster = anﬁ it woild:
have _heen hettef -prepated- o meel
lt 'ﬂ' ]
53 Dr Kathuna is a fermer dlreeter of

Indlan Agricultural Statistics Re:

h Tostitute in New Delhi: He Is

‘now asmstmg Uganda and ofher Afri--
‘can countries in their efforts to im-~ -
" prove. “their methods of eelieetmg

“agricultural - statistics. :

A satisfactory food supply in-
fennenen system, including a reli-
. ablé data base on agriculture produc--
-~ tion; is crucial to. food. security and

fmanagemem he says. It plays a key

Jole in  policy formulation and
. emergency planmng - -
3~ The system is of particular i import-
ance to Africa, a continent which has
had its share of fammes and food ,
crises,
+Dr Kathuria, ‘60, is: with’ Ihe Insti-
tute erf Statlst:es and Apphed Eeoneu—
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’ miiics in Kampalaeunder the ausplees
of the Commonwealth Fund: for

Technical Cooperation (CFTC) ‘the

Cammonwealth’s own develepment e

2 o

ragency,
" - His services were provided by the

. Commonwealth Secretariat’s Gener—-
al Techrtical Assistance Services 131;,

vision following'a requést for,
ance. from
- Uganda.

The mstjtute is an autem)meus

'budv within Makerefe Umverslty,

perched on one of the seven pictures-

que, green hills. that make up lhe
Ugandan “capital.

It was established in 1969 to pro-
vide l:rammg in statistics and applied
cconomics for students and profes-
smnala from Ugantia and elsewhere.
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aIts; uther {]b]ELtWE was 10 essnst
African countries-with themﬁurmula
tion and tmplemenmtmn ef natoinal”

plans for¥ecanomic’ Ahd ﬁmel de- ¢

velopment. It has trained more than ™
2,000 statisticians from 21 eeuntnes
since its meeptlun .

Dr Kathuria is respemsmle for set-
ting up and admmlstermg courses in
* agricultural ‘statistics and’ samphng
techniques. ‘He teachcs- students at*
both undergraduate and postgradu:
ate, levels” and superwses researeh
prejects o '

Preuﬂdmg training and gu:danee to
the institute’s staff registered as Ph.
D, students and .advising . national
SIEIISIICEI offices in the" Tepion are:

"=

* among his other duties. One of these

staff members 1t is hoped, will take *
‘over from hunfwhen he finishes hIS
CFIC assignment next year.

As well as his aeademle work, he °
has helped the msntute pian urga-
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assist-:. ‘ing course in
the - Gevernment ef
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mse and run shert term COUrses,
seminars and workshops for: -ﬂervem-'
ment officials . from Afnean coun-
tries. Sub]eets eevered mcluded agri-
4. -cultural sample surveys, crop yield
- modeling, crop forecasts and agri--
cultural -early "warning eystems

He is now busy arranging a train- .

e

"

 logies of agricultural sample surveys,

.' crop yield: medellmg and computer
. applications.

The three-week. eeurse to be held

“at the institute from the end of June -

. will be attended by middle-level agn-
cultural statisticians from Africa.
“The ifistitute has collaborated,
. among others, with. the Cemmen-
wealth Secrétariat and the Eurepeen
Commissmn in_mounting .the exer-
. cise, the fourth in 4 series thatbegn
- with India i i 1992 fellewed Dy Ugan-
da in 1993’ ram::i 1995." .
\”'I‘he“SeereLmel has” gwen hlgh

i
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tries i etrengthemng ;their. food
Supply systems in response fo a man-
~ date from Commonwealth heads of
4 government.

Dr. Kathuria will run the enmmg
_training pregramme with eeueegues
. from the' institute, jmned by senior

o ]

officials“from gm'emment rministries

and - -Organisations concerned with
- agricultural statistics. s !
He was no stranger to the agricul-
- 'tyre scene in Africa or to the CFTC
when. he began- his assighment in
~June last year.. He had previously.
"been involved with several courses
on the subject, held 4in’India and
Africa and sponsored by the CFTC.
Dr Kathuria’s past experience in-
clides a spell for the FAQ in Zambia
“where he was involved in a study to
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food seeunty, methodo- -
" ‘bus on his reeummendatmn

pnenty to assisting member Coun- - °
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Agrlcultural Statlstlcs. A. Vltal Tool
‘ Fc’»r Governments

develop a metheu:l for esnmatmg
‘agricultural production, based on in-
terviews with farmers,

He believes Uganda can beneﬁt
from a simijlar study., He has reeem- :
mended a joint researeh project be-.
tween the institute and the gm'ern-_
ment to take the idea. fuﬂheri

On joining the institute he fmmd
that all jts.courses needed substanttal *
modification and reviston. Thé stu-:

"dents had a weak foundation in{
-mathematics and statistical metheds
which-had to be strengthened. Some
modifications were made in the sylle- -
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He said African conntries hmre

ﬁ‘d{’““c‘“ problems, one of v}hleh s | q

lack- of trained people. 3y
** “They need to develop mmgeneus
g capabilities to’ do their own. researeh 1
and producethe statistics they need:”
Courses at the institute should - ger
some way. mwards easmg the
- problem.” " &
He weleumed the- ehanee to serve |
the institute offered by his CFT C
assignment, he.said. “Having visited j
Upganda before, 1 developed a hkmg
for the place'and am glad to be back.
It has 2 beautiful climate and a very
.clean environment. k

“The students are wéll- behaved
and want-{o learn things, but they §
lack text beoks and professionat
]eumals The cost ef mmported mate- §

ridls is prehlbitwe 50 they IIIDStl}’
have to rely on class notes.”

He added: “This institute is one of |

the best in Africa, but it needs to be
~ strengthened. We want to develop its |
. capability in research and training fer
food . security and agriculture i
- formation systems and .make 1t a
centre of excellence:

“l believe my eeummg here’ has
been beneficial to it,-and I am happy §
if I can makera smat] eenmbutmn 10§

its develepment ‘.
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